Gojayeva Sh. English language linguistics: introduction to lexicology

..............................................................................................................................................................

UDC 81°373
DOI https://doi.org/10.24919/2308-4863/58-1-27

Shukufa GOJAYEVA,
orcid.org/0000-0002-5874-434X

PhD,

Senior Lecturer at the Department of Foreign Languages
Mingachevir State University

(Mingechevir, Azerbaijan) rus_rahimli@yahoo.com

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LINGUISTICS: INTRODUCTION TO LEXICOLOGY

Every person knows at least one language that is spoken or signed. Linguistics is the science of language, including
sounds, words and grammar rules. Words in languages are finite, but sentences are not. It is this creative aspect of human
language that distinguishes it from animal language, which are essentially responses to stimuli. The rules of a language,
also called grammar, are learned as you acquire a language. These rules include phonology, sound system, morphology,
the structure of words, syntax, putting words into sentences, semantics, lexicon or mental dictionary of words. Linguistics
is the scientific study of language. The structural analysis of human language can be expressed in terms of discrete units
of various types and rules and principles that characterize how these discrete units can be combined, recombined, and
ordered. In the different sections of lexicology we will discuss the significant discrete units that linguists have postulated
in the study of these subareas of linguistics. Lexicology does not study each word in isolation, but in conjunction with
other words. Lexicology is closely related to such branches of linguistics as lexicography, phraseology, semantics or
semantics, etymology, stylistics, the study of word formation, etc. The word's status as a separate language unit is one of
the major issues with lexicology. Lexicology also studies the relationships of words, such as synonymy, antonymy, free or
interdependence of word meanings.

Lexicology is the scientific study of a language's lexicon, which may include its social structure, historical growth,
quantitative makeup, or the way a particular subject area is stored. The creation of dictionaries is the focus of lexicography,
the first branch of linguistics. There are many different types of dictionaries, primarily based on the lexical units that
are included and the attributes that are defined for each of them, including meaning, etymology, sound, spelling, and
grammatical features.
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JIHTBICTUKA AHIVIIMCHKOI MOBM: BCTYII 10 JEKCUKOJIOTTI

Koowcna nroouna 3nae xoua 6 00my Moy, AKowo posmosisioms abo decmu. Jlinegicmuka - ye Hayka npo mosy,
sKII0UAIOYU 368YKU, closa ma npasuna epamamuxu. Cnig y mosax obmeosiceno, a peuenv — ni. Came yetl meopuuil acnexm
JIHOOCHKOI MOBU BIOPI3HAE IT 810 MOBU MBAPUH, 5IKA, NO CYMI, € peakyielo Ha nodpaszuuxu. IIpasura mosu, sKi maxkooic
HA3UBAIOMb 2PAMAMUKOI0, 8UEHAIOMbCS, KOMU 8U suguacme mogy. L[i npasuna exirouaroms oHON02iI0, 36YKOBY CUCTIEMY),
MOp@onoito, cmpyKmypy ci6, CUHMAKCUC, NOEOHAHHS CIlI8 ) PEYeHHs, CeMAHMUKY, JIeKCUKOH Yl PO3YMOBUL CLOBHUK
caig. Jlinegicmuka — Haykoee uguenHs mosu. CmpyKmypHuil ananiz 100CbKOI MOBU MONMCHA BUPA3UMU 8 MEePMIHAX
OUCKpemHUX 0OUHUYD PISHUX MUNIE | NPAGU | NPUHYUNIG, SKI XapaKmepuzyioms me, 5K yi OUCKPEemHi 0OUHUYT MOICY b
KOMOIHY8AMUCs, peKoMOIny8amucs ma 6nopsaokogyeamucs. Y pisnux po30inax 1eKCuKkono2ii Mu 062080pUMO 8AANCIUBE
OUCKpemHi 0OuUHUYI, KL ITH2BICMU NOCMYTIIO8AIU NPU UGHEHHI YUX Ni02any3ell JiHe8icmuKy. JIeKcukonozis 6ueuae KojicHe
€060 He OKPeMO, d 8 NOEOHAHHI 3 THUUMU CTO8AMU. JIEKCUKONI02Ts MICHO NO8'I3aHa 3 MaKumu po30LIamu MOBO3HABCEA,
AK neKkcukoepaghis, (ppaszeonozis, cemanmura abo ceManmuKa, emumono2is, CIMuIiCmuKa, 64eHHs npo ci08omeip i m. o.
Cmamyc cnosa ax oKpemoi MOBHOI 00UHUYT € OOHUM 3 207I08HUX NUMAHb TeKCUKOI02ii. JIeKCUKON02Isi MAKOXMC 8U8UAE MAKI
36'I3KU CI6, AK CUHOHIMISL, AHMOHIMIS, GLILHICING AOO 83AEMO3ANEHCHICb 3HAYECHD CIlI6.

Jlexcuxonoeis — ye naykose OOCIIONCEHHS NEKCUKOHY MOGU, sIKe MOJICe GKAIUAMU U020 COYIANbHY CMPYKmypy,
icmopuuHULl Po36UMOK, KiIbKICHULL CKIad abo cnocib 36epicanns nesnoi npeomemnoi oonacmi. CmeopeHHs: C108HUKIE
€ Yenmpom nexkcuxoepaii — nepuioco po3oiny moeosnascmed. Icuye 6azamo pisHUX munié cCi06HUKIE, 5IKi 8 OCHOBHOMY
0a3yromvcs Ha BKIHOYEHUX JEeKCUYHUX OOUHUYAX [ ampuOymax, 6UHA4eHUx OJs KOJMCHOL 3 HUX, 6KIIOYANOYU 3HAYEHHS,
emumMonoeio, 38yK, NPABONUC i 2PAMAMUYH] OCODTUBOCMI.

Knrwouosi cnosa: nexcuxonoeis, cemanmuxa, 6y008a c1o6a, C1080Mmeip, eKcuka, mopgpema.
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Introduction. Lexicology is the part of linguistics
dealing with the vocabulary of a language and the
properties of words as the main units of language
It studies words, their nature and meaning words'
elements relations between words, word-groups and
the whole lexicon. Lexicology is the scientific study
of a language's lexicon, which may include its social
structure, historical growth, quantitative makeup, or
the way a particular subject area is stored. The creation
of dictionaries is the focus of lexicography, the first
branch of linguistics. There are many different types
of dictionaries, primarily based on the lexical units
that are included and the attributes that are defined for
each of them, including meaning, etymology, sound,
spelling, and grammatical features.

The term lexicology is composed of two Greek
morphemes: /exis meaning “word, phrase” and logos
which denotes “learning, a department of knowledge”.
Thus, the literal meaning of the term lexicilogy “the
science of the word”. An allied science to lexicology
is lexicography, which also studies words in relation
with dictionaries - it is actually concerned with the
inclusion of words in dictionaries and from that
perspective with the whole lexicon (Hajiyeva,
2011). However, since all of linguistic science's
other branches also take into account words in some
way or another, approaching them from different
perspectives, the literal definition merely provides a
general idea of the objectives and subject matter of
this area. For instance, phonetics, which examines
the phonetic structure of language - that is, its system
of phonemes and intonation patterns—is interested in
the study of the word's outer sound form. Grammar
is the study of language's grammatical structure,
which is intimately related to lexicology. It is focused
on the different ways that words can represent their
grammatical relationships as well as the patterns
that word groupings and sentences are put together.
The primary objective of lexicology, a subfield of
linguistics, is to investigate and describe vocabulary
in terms of its historical evolution and contemporary
use. Lexicology has its own goals and techniques for
doing scientific research. Lexicology is concerned
with words, variable word-groups, phraseological
units, and with morphemes which make up words
(Hajiyeva, 2011).

Discussion.

Different lexicological disciplines employ two
distinct methods for examining words. One of them
focuses on how a language evolves through time and
how words change in both form and meaning. The
historical approach, also referred to as the diachronic
method, views language as a dynamic process. The other
is concerned with a language's vocabulary as it is or was
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at a certain point in its history. The descriptive approach,
also referred to as the synchronic approach, views
language as a static system. The distinction between
synchronic and diachronic approaches to language is
credited to the Swiss philologist Ferdinand de Saussure
(1857-1913); however, recent research has revealed a
closer relationship between historical and systematic
studies of language than de Saussure thought possible.

General lexicology is the study of words and
vocabulary in general that focuses on their most
typical or universal features (so-called “language
universals”) while ignoring the specific features
of any individual language. Special lexicology, on
the other hand, is concerned with specific features
of the vocabulary of any given language (English,
Russian, German, etc.). The current course is a course
in special lexicology since we will be dealing with
the vocabulary of contemporary English, studying
it both synchronically and diachronically (Herbst,
2010). Semantics (semasiology), the study of word
formation, etymology, and stylistics are closely
linked with lexicology. The separability of a word
as an independent element of a language's lexicon
is one of the key issues in lexicology. Similar to
grammar, contemporary lexicology is governed by
the idea of correlating (interconnected) categories.
These categories include monosemy and polysemy,
synonymy and antonymy, as well as free and bound
meanings of words. The lexicologist examines the
relationship between word meanings and concepts,
which are typically national in nature whereas
vocabulary is studied as a system.

Since lexicology is a large subject, it has many
branches. The present course concentrates on the
following aspects of English lexicology:

1) Semasiology or semantics, including the
semantic classification of English words;

2) The study of word-structure and word-
formation,;

3) The study of word-equivalents, or idioms and
phraseological units;

4) A brief etymological survey of the English
word-stock;

5) Fundamentals of English lexicography.

Let us now take each of these subjects in more
detail (Yule, 2010).

1) Semasiology is the branch of lexicology that
studies meaning. Its name comes from the Greek
“semantics” which means “significant”. In English-
speaking countries, this field of linguistic study
is also known as semantics which is less precise,
since the word “semantics” may also be used as
a synonym for “meaning” — we can, for example,
speak of the “semantics of a word”. Semasiology can
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study meaning using both synchronic and diachronic
approaches. In the first case, it studies different types
of meaning found in modern English, providing
a classification of English words based on their
meaning; in the second case, it deals with changes in
word meanings as the language evolves (Yule, 2010).

2) Word-structure and word-formation in English
are studied by word-building, a branch of lexicology
that studies both the formation of new words and the
structure of existing ones. Word building studies how
new words are formed, how they are related to existing
ones, and what material they are made of (including
typical word-production patterns and components,
as well as productivity). Linguists disagree on
whether word-building should be classified as
lexicology or grammar (as morphology), because in
many cases, the syntactic properties of the words,
not their structure, determine how they function
in the language. Because Chinese is an analytical
language, distinguishing a word from a morpheme
is extremely difficult. In English, which has analytic
tendencies as well, a word can begin functioning as a
different part of speech without any visible changes
in its morphological structure simply by changing its
syntactical distribution. This is known as conversion,
and it will be covered in greater detail later.

3) Word-equivalents in English, i.e. units of
language that seem to consist of several words but
function as an inseparable unity, are studied by a
branch of lexicology called phraseology. Idioms,
set expressions, phraseological unities, and other
traditional vocabulary units fall into this category.
The meaning of such a unit is not usually the sum
of its parts; thus, a white elephant need not be either
white or an elephant, but can be anything difficult to
keep and even more difficult to get rid of. Phraseology
is the study of phraseological units, their structure,
origin, and application in language.

4) The origin and history of words in English is
studied by a branch of lexicology called etymology
(from the Greek “etymon”, meaning “the truth”). Its
initial goal was to determine the “true” or “original”
meanings of words that had not been tainted by
later use. It currently focuses on word motivations,
tracing their use back to the earliest known forma
and meanings. Thus, etymology can be compared to
archaeology: both attempt to reconstruct the past from
surviving fragments. Aside from that, etymology
studies word borrowing (source language, method of
borrowing, relationship to native words, and so on).
Its approach is, by definition, diachronic (Yule, 2010).

5) Lexicography (from the Greek “lexicon”,
which means “dictionary” and “grapho” which
means “to write”) is the most important branch
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of applied lexicology, dealing with the theory and
practice of compiling dictionaries. It investigates,
among other things, dictionary classification,
structure, and general principles of dictionary
creation.

The connections between lexicology and grammar
are especially strong in the area of word formation,
which, as morphology, is frequently considered to be
part of grammar. As an analytical language, English
is known for its remarkable vocabulary flexibility and
the ease with which new words or new meanings of
existing words - both lexical and grammatical - are
formed. Because of this flexibility, the distinction
between words (as treated in lexicology) and
morphemes (as treated in morphology) is almost
invisible and easily penetrated.

As we mentioned above, lexicology is the “science
of words”. On the basis of its application, vocabulary
is divided into two types: Active Vocabulary and
Passive Vocabulary. Active vocabulary consists of
those words over which one can use in his speech
and writing. He is fully aware of what those words
mean. The term “active vocabulary” describes the
useful aspect of language. It consists of the terms
one speaks with assurance because he is aware of
their usage and definitions. Speaking vocabulary and
writing vocabulary are considered active vocabulary.
The students' active vocabulary must be continually
expanded in order to provide proficiency in both
spoken and written language. An active language's
vocabulary requires:

a) The use of right word in right place.

b) The ability to recollect words on demand.

¢) Grammatical accuracy i.e., use of correct
tenses, inflections and word order.

d) Fluency and the capacity to mimic the right
phonics, pronunciation, intonation, rhythm, etc.

The words that we cannot employ in our own
speech or writing because we are not fully conversant
with them make up the passive vocabulary. We can
understand their meaning when they appear in the
speech or writing of others (Lavrova, 2018). In passive
vocabulary, the person does not know the precise
meaning of a particular word and he does not make
use of those words in communication. Sometimes
he can understand the meaning of that word only to
a certain extent depending on the contest. Passive
vocabulary refers to the receptive side of language.
Reading vocabulary and guess vocabulary are
considered passive vocabulary. Passive vocabulary
calls for:

a. The ability to recognize words in text or speech.

b. Anacquaintance with major grammatical items
or forms.
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c. The capability of quickly awakening complex
word groups.

An undergraduate student typically has between
3,000 and 5,000 active words, compared to between
5,000 and 10,000 passive words. An effective
communicator seeks to make passive vocabulary
dynamic. It is clear that after a while, passive
vocabulary terms become active vocabulary words.
There is no hard and fast rule of acquiring active
vocabulary. The one and only requirement is the
student’s enthusiasm and effort with some proper
directions.

At any level of school, vocabulary instruction has
never been given a prominent role in the curriculum.
It has been demoted to a supporting role in favor of
university-level syntax. The undergraduate student
must have enough foundation both in terms of
vocabulary and syntax. Of the two, vocabulary is
more fluid and hence it should be given as much
importance as the choice of structures in the English
curriculum. Vocabulary teaching is very essential
especially where students are from regional medium
schools and have limited exposure to English (English
syntax, 2012).

Lexicology, which investigates the linguistic
levels above and below the word, is closely related
to other linguistics fields. This is natural, since the
word, which is the main subject of lexicology, is
also studied “from above” or “from below” by
such linguistic sciences as phonetics, grammar and
stylistics, not to mention others. If we keep in mind
that words are made up of phonemes, which serve
to differentiate one meaningful word from another
despite having no semantic meaning, the connections
between phonetics and lexicology become clear.

Stylistics, on the other hand, approaches the
word “from above”, studying the problem of
meaning, connotation, etc. as they apply to a word in
a context or a group of words or a whole text, rather
than an isolated word (English syntax, 2012). We
will investigate the connections between lexicology
and grammar in more detail because they entail a
number of issues that are now being discussed in
linguistics. The reason for these links to be so close
is that words seldom if ever occur in isolation. More
typically, they are grouped according to certain more
or less fixed patterns, which finally become part of
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the language structure as “grammatical meaning” of
those words.

Conclusion. In conclusion, lexicology develops
the laws of practical use and development of
vocabulary, the principles of methodological
classification of words. In addition, the professional
standards, dialectics, archaisms, neologisms, and
standardization of lexical terms are examined, and
some conclusions are formed from them. It is that
branch of linguistics which is associated with each
and every aspect of English learning and language
knowledge. The importance of English lexicology is
based not on the size of its vocabulary, however big it
is, but on the fact that at present. It is the world’s most
widely used language.

General lexicology is the study of words and
vocabulary in general that focuses on their most
typical or universal features (so-called “language
universals”) while ignoring the specific features of
any individual language. Special lexicology, on the
other hand, is concerned with specific features of the
vocabulary of any given language (English, Russian,
German, etc.). We will be studying contemporary
English vocabulary synchronically and diachronically
in the current course, which is a particular lexicology
course. The study of word development, etymology,
and stylistics is known as semantics (semasiology),
and it is closely related to lexicology.

Lexicology does not study each word in isolation,
but in conjunction with other words. Lexicology
is closely related to such branches of linguistics as
lexicography, phraseology, semantics or semantics,
etymology, stylistics, the study of word formation,
etc. The word's status as a separate language unit is
one of the major issues with lexicology. Lexicology
also studies the relationships of words, such as
synonymy, antonymy, free or interdependence of
word meanings.

There is an inextricable link between lexicology
and morphology. In both, the words are learned.
They differ in what aspect of the word they learn.
Lexicology studies the meaning of a word, and
morphology studies its grammatical meaning and the
means by which it is expressed.

Any grammatical meaning is expressed in a certain
grammatical form. Grammatical forms are means of
expressing grammatical meanings.
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