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USING SONGS FOR FORMATION OF LEXICAL SKILLS IN ENGLISH LESSONS
AT UNIVERSITY

This article is devoted to the formation and improvement of lexical skills through the use of song material in English
lessons. In this work, the song text is considered as a fragment of culture, therefore, attention is paid to the relevance of
using songs, the advantages of using them, and the criteria for selecting songs in English. The theoretical substantiation
of the method used is based on the works of domestic and foreign linguists and teachers.

It'’s no secret that knowledge of a foreign language in our time is a great advantage for everyone. Learning foreign
languages broadens a person s horizons, makes him more erudite and purposeful, because to learn any language requires
considerable motivation and perseverance. Moreover, when applying for a job, employers often give preference to
candidates who can speak not only their native language, because most companies are somehow connected with foreign
companies.

When teaching a foreign language, one of the most important components is the development of the lexical and
semantic aspects of the language, based on the correct understanding and use of entire classes of words. The word is the
main tool in working with the language and its most important nominative particle. However, for the correct mastery of a
lexical skill, it is not enough just to correctly use lexical units, a person must also be able to recognize them both in written
and oral speech, know the meanings of these words in their native language and their collocations.

Organizing learning process, teachers quite often face the problem of selecting methods and beat training. That is
why the more diverse and deeper will be the knowledge and ability to use innovate approaches in the learning process
foreign language, the more efficient the process will be development of a personality capable of communicating within
intercultural dialogue Songs as well as educational material in teaching a foreign language yut teaching, educational and
developmental functions. It is very important to use songs in the lessons English for many reasons.
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BUKOPUCTAHHS NICEH JJISI ®OPMYBAHHS JIEKCUUYHUX HABUUYOK
HA BAHATTSX 3 AHIUIIMCBKOI MOBH Y BH3

Lls cmammsa npucsesuena opmyeanno ma 600CKOHANEHHIO JIEKCUYHUX HABUYOK 34 OONOMO20I0 GUKOPUCHIAHHSL
nicenHo20 Mamepiany Ha YPOKax aueniicbkoi mosu. V yiti pobomi mexcm nicHi po32nsaodemuvcs AK Qppazmenm Kyavmypu,
Momy npUOLIAEMbCA y6aza akmyaibHOCmi GUKOPUCIAHHS NICEHb, nepesaze ix GUKOPUCIAHHS, KpUumepiam 6iobopy nicets
aneniticvkoio mogoio. Teopemuune 0OIpyHmMysanHsa BUKOPUCTIOBYBAHO20 MEMOJY 3AcHO8ale Ha pOOOMAX GIMUUSHANUX Md
3apyOidCHUX NiH2GICMI6 Ma Nedazozis.

Hi ons kozo me € cekpemom, wjo 3HaHHA IHO3EMHOI MOBU 8 HAWL YAC € BETUKOIO Nepedazolo 0.l KOJCHO20. Bueuenns
IHO3eMHUX MO8 PO3UUPIOE KPY2O3Ip JH0OUHU, poOums ii Oinibl epyO008aHoN I Yilecnpamo8anoo, adxce Ol 6UBUEHHS
0y0b-aK0i MO8U nompiona uumana momusayis ma sassamicms. Bintvuie mozco, npu nputiomi Ha podbomy pobomooasyi
yacmo 8id0aiomuv nepesacy Kanouoamam, sKi 6o100i0ms He auuie pioHoio Mo8oio, addice DIIbUICIb KOMRAHIN MaK Yu
iHakuwie no6 a3ami 3 iHO3eMHUMU KOMIAHIAMIUL.

Ipu naguanui ino3emMHoi MO6U OOHUM I3 HAUBANHCIUBIUIUX KOMNOHEHINIG € PO3ZGUMOK JEKCUKO-CEMAHMUYHOT CIOPOHU
MO8U, 3aCHOBAHUI HA NPABUTLHOMY PO3YMIHHI ma 6d)CcU8anHi yinux xaacie cnie. C1060 € OCHOBHUM IHCIPYMEHMOM Y
pobomi 3 MO80I ma ii HAUBANCIUBIUOI HOMIHAMUBHOI uacmkow. OOHAK 04 NPABUTLHO20 OB0L00IHHA JIEKCUUHUM
HABUYKOIO HEOOCMAMHLO NPOCMO NPAGUILHO BIHCUBAMU JIEKCUYHI OOUHUYIL, TTOOUHA NOGUHHA Wje BMIMU PO3NI3HABAMU iX
SK Y RUCbMOGIU, MAK i 8 YCHIll MOGI, 3HAMU 3HAUEHHS YUX CJIi8 PIOHOI0 MOBOIO MA IX CIOBOCNONYHUEHHSL.

Opeanizogyiouu HaguanvbHull npoyec, neoazo2u Hepioko CMUKarmscsa 3 npoonemor ubopy mMemooié ma memooie
HasuanHs. Tomy uum pisHOManimuiwumu ma enuowumu OyOyme 3HAHHA MA 6MIHHSA GUKOPUCIOBYS8AMU [HHOBAYITIHI
nioxoou y npoyeci Ha84auHs IHO3eMHOI MOBU, MUM epekmugHiwum 6yde npoyec po3eumxy ocobucmocmi, 30amuoi 0o
CRINIKYBAHHS 8 PAMKAX MINCKYIbmypHo20 Oiano2y ITichi, a makosc HA8UaNbHULL Mamepian Y HA8UAHHI THO3eMHOI MOBU
BUKOHYE HABUAIbHY, BUXOBHY MA PO3GUEAIOYY (YHKYIL. J]yice 8adCIU60 GUKOPUCIOBYEAMU NICHI HA YPOKAX AHMIUCLKOT 3
bazambox npuduUH.

Knrwowuosi cnosa: nexcuuni Haguuku, iHO3eMHA MOBA, MOMUBAYIS, KOZHIMUGHULL NPOYEC, CRPUTIHAMMS, KOMYHIKAMUGHULL
nioxio.

Problem statement. Today, non-standard
methods of teaching a foreign language are becoming
more and more popular, pushing the traditional work
with textbooks and dictionaries to the last rows.
In the conditions of modern technologies and the
Internet, communication between people all over the
planet has become easier, which has led to numerous
intercultural relations. Direct acquaintance with the
culture and traditions of other countries has become
an integral part of teaching a foreign language.

The most common and accessible to all element of
culture is musical creativity. Due to the presence of a

verbal text, the song genre, as one of the main genres
of musical creativity, is able to most accurately and
colorfully reflect various aspects of the everyday and
cultural life of the people, influence the emotions and
feelings of the student, affect his figurative and artistic
memory, and also contribute to aesthetic education.
Moreover, the use of song material in foreign
language lessons introduces an element of originality
and festivity into the learning process, which has a
beneficial effect on the emotional sphere of students.

Review or recent research and publications. The
possibilities of using songs as a means of teaching
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English vocabulary were studied by such authors
as Nikitenko Z.N., Gaponova S.V., Passov E.IL,
Galskova N.D., J. Dakin, S. Ward, M. Grenough and
others. All of them note that music and songs have a
positive impact on the process of learning English.

The aim of this article is to analyze the usage of
songs while learning English language in the higher
educational establishments.

The main body. Songs are a powerful tool for
learning a language. Not surprisingly, the idea of using
music in teaching foreign languages is increasingly
attracting the attention of researchers and practicing
teachers.

It is well known that music, being an external
factor, has a huge impact on a person. However, this
influence is of an indirect nature, aimed at internal
sensations, among which one of the most important is
the psycho-physiological and emotional state of the
student. In this regard, it is not surprising that this
mechanism of influence on the effectiveness of the
educational process most often falls into the field of
view of researchers.

Despite conflicting scientific data in the field of
medicine, physiology and psychology of the influence
of music on the functional state of a person (the ability
to cause psychological and physiological changes
in the sensory, autonomic, motor and intellectual
spheres of a person), it has been proven that music has
a number of advantages compared to other didactic
means. Since it causes emotional reactions, activates
the neuro-psychic activity of students, and also has
a beneficial effect on physiological functions and
emotional state. Moreover, when listening to music,
a special atmosphere is created that causes a variety
of emotional states, which in turn activate various
associations (visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory) and
reactions (movement, pantomime).

Considering music and songs as a didactic tool
that indirectly activates cognitive processes through
an emotional state, it should be noted that the study
of emotional modulations of the cognitive process, in
particular the processes of thinking and speech, has
been carefully studied, and many works in various
fields of science have been devoted to this.

Currently, the vast majority of psychologists who
study intellectual activity recognize the significant
role of emotions in thinking. It is believed that
emotions do not just affect thinking, but are also an
indispensable component, and most human emotions
are also intellectually dependent. A connection was
established between emotions, thinking and other
cognitive processes, in addition, the influence of a
positive emotional state on the effectiveness of the
educational process was proved.
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Thus, one can see the analogy between music and
speech in a number of studies of various aspects.
Comparison of the perception of music and speech
leads to the conclusion that speech and music
have a rhythmic origin: music is subconsciously
associated with the communicative experiences of
the individual, causes speech associations, focuses
on the perception of music and speech as a single
communicative complex with a rhythmic basis
(Gaponova, 1997: 15). Considering songs as a
linguistic phenomenon, scientists believed that each
language has its own musical basis (tempo, dynamics,
rhythm, pitch and form).

According to the language goal, lyrics provide
a culturally enriched and authentic context through
which students can discover the world from different
perspectives. Due to their personal, social and cultural
nature, songs are distinguished as a strategic resource
for learning a foreign language because they lend
themselves to repeated listening and touch people’s
feelings and emotions, pushing them to discuss what
they hear.

Music is a useful tool for learning a foreign
language, as it provides relevant social and cultural
information, as well as promotes recursive learning
and memorization of the original language. In the
process of learning a language, learners often rely
on repetition and memorization to gain new lexical
information. The challenge is to make the repetition
of new information a meaningful aspect by choosing
appropriate contexts in which to develop automation
of lexical skills through repeated repetition. In this
regard, repeated listening and memorizing the
lyrics of a favorite song has become a widespread
phenomenon in the cultural environment.

It is already widely known that mastering a foreign
language as a means of communication is impossible
without knowledge of the sociocultural characteristics
of the country of the language being studied.
Linguistic and regional studies and communicative
approaches to teaching a foreign language are closely
related and interdependent.

The problem of the relationship between language
and culture is considered by a relatively young
science, which is currently undergoing a period
of growth — linguoculturology. The linguocultural
approach to learning English is especially popular
at the moment because its introduction into teaching
methods provides an opportunity to broaden the
horizons of students and include rich linguistic and
cultural material in the learning process.

The linguoculturological approach to the study
of the language ensures not only the assimilation
by students of the life experience of the people, its
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culture (which includes moral and ethical values, art,
national traditions and religion), but also the spiritual
and aesthetic influence on the feelings and thoughts
of the students.

The song is an integral part of the culture of
any nation. And in this regard, the use of songs in
the process of teaching a foreign language, namely,
English, is an impressive source of linguistic and
cultural knowledge, aesthetic education and spiritual
enrichment.

The use of songs in English lessons as a teaching
aid is a true source of information about the culture
and life of the country of the language being studied,
since the content of the song reflects the characteristic
features of the surrounding reality of the modern world
(for example, features of life, traditions, culture, etc.).

The main task of the author of the song is to
select the most significant phenomena of the modern
world, as well as the characteristics of his character
and national culture characteristic of his people.
The performer, in turn, expresses his worldview and
attitude to the material being performed. Based on
this, the song is a reliable source of information about
the national culture and traditions of the people.

But besides a prosaic acquaintance with the
culture of English-speaking countries, the use of
properly selected songs by British and American
performers can significantly facilitate the mastery of
specific English vocabulary that has no equivalents in
the native language and more fully reveal the picture
of the world to the language learner.

Apart from the importance of the musical element,
songs are useful in teaching English because of the
motivation. Because songs are emotional (everyone
has at least one favorite song, or a song associated
with a particular moment or feeling), they help
intrinsic motivation. In terms of acquiring language
skills, song lyrics are some of the best lyrics for
improving vocabulary and listening skills.

As a rule, among the four basic skills, educators
prefer oral production, as if learning a language
would only mean mastering speech. Most of the
teaching materials used are written texts (literature,
newspaper articles, magazines, etc.) because they are
easy to find and easy to use in teaching. Instead, it has
been found that the time we spend listening in one
day is more than double the time we spend talking. It
has also been proven that listening skills are acquired
gradually.

The use of songs in English classes allows the teacher
to combine conscious and unconscious processes and
engage all students, regardless of their level of language
proficiency. With the help of songs, the effectiveness
of pronunciation work is increased through the

ISSN 2308-4855 (Print), ISSN 2308-4863 (Online)

...............................................................................

appropriate use of rhythm in the song, as well as basic
communication skills are improved by using various
types of exercises with the lyrics of the song. Moreover,
songs allow learning through emotional participation
and dramatization of the text: the meaning of the lyrics
in combination with the melody is the best vehicle for
conveying emotions. In some cases, the lyrics of a song
can be very useful in teaching the civilization, history,
geography, and traditions of a country. Through the
song, you can easily get to know any country without
even visiting it. For example, let’s imagine how many
people in the world got to know England in the 60s
thanks to the Beatles.

Teaching English is primarily teaching speech
activity (speaking, listening, writing, reading),
since the essence of speech activity is that it serves
as a means of communication between people,
transmits information from one person to another.
Here it is important to define the concept of speech
activity and find out what is the role of the song in
its development. The structure of speech activity is
characterized by an operational mechanism, which
is a chain of speech actions and operations, each
link of which includes orientation (motivation),
planning and implementation of the statement. The
effectiveness of the impact of the song is to arouse
empathy in the listeners. Emotional factors become
dominant in the process of mastering various aspects
of the language being studied. Lessons with the use of
songs interest students, increase their efficiency and
creative activity, which has a positive effect on the
final learning outcomes.

Moreover, popular songs touch the lives of students
and relate to their different interests and everyday
experiences. Almost all popular songs are related to
the same themes of friendship, love, dreams, sadness
and the rest, which are the common feelings of people.
Since most young people are now interested in a wide
range of cultural forms outside of the classroom, songs
can be a truly motivating and unique learning tool.
The use of movies, television, computer games and
popular music in English lessons is very motivating.
Accordingly, more time and concentration on popular
music in English will undoubtedly increase students’
motivation, as classroom activities will reflect their
knowledge and vocabulary.

Another important factor that makes a song
valuable for an English lesson is that it can create
a truly conducive environment for learning. Many
psychologists and leading methodologists believe
that the use of music and songs can stimulate positive
associations to language learning, which can otherwise
only be seen as a time-consuming task that entails
exams, frustration, and corrections. People usually



...............................................................................

identify songs with pleasure, so learning through
songs is associated with a pleasant atmosphere.

Listening to songs is a great way to learn about the
culture of a particular country, as well as the language
that is used within the cultural community, since
language is one of the branches of culture. It should
be noted that music is not universal, and therefore
authentic songs are a reflection of the time and place
that produced it. There are many songs that are a cultural
capsule, including within themselves a significant piece
of social information. The songs of the 1940s reflect
not only the available sound technology of their day,
but also the hopes and fears of the period. It’s the same
phenomenon for the songs of every decade. Another
benefit of using songs in the English classroom is that
they include linguistic information such as vocabulary
items, pronunciation or grammar. Thus, students
acquire new knowledge very often without intending
to do so. In addition, many teachers will undoubtedly
appreciate the didactic role of music.

The songs can be seen as representing “distortions”
of the normal speech patterns of the language. There
is a claim that normal speech and songs are on the
same continuum of human sounds. Namely, they both
represent forms of communication in a linguistic
sense and have melodic and rhythmic content.

As mentioned earlier, songs can contain rich
linguistic knowledge. It’s about learning that this
process happens in different ways and all kinds of
learning goes on all the time. However, sometimes
this is intentional because students receive
information presented in class or when they look up
a word in a dictionary. Sometimes, on the contrary,
the learning process can be unexpected, for example,
when listeners listen to music. In this regard, teachers
of foreign languages are encouraged to use songs and
their students will learn elements of the language
through unintentional learning.
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Thus, the most obvious reasons for integrating
songs into the process of teaching a foreign language
are advantages such as simple memorization
and consolidation of vocabulary, unconscious
pronunciation practice, mastery of language patterns
through their repeated use and task motivation
through emotional participation. In addition, songs
help improve listening skills, affect behavior and
emotions, and have a positive effect on student
motivation.

Conclusions. The positive influence of music
and songs on the processes of thinking, in particular,
on the study of a foreign language, is an undeniable
phenomenon. Comparison of the perception of music
and speech leads to the conclusion that speech and
music have a rhythmic origin: music is subconsciously
associated with the communicative experiences of
the individual, causes speech associations, focuses
on the perception of music and speech as a single
communicative complex with a rhythmic basis.
Considering songs as a linguistic phenomenon,
scientists believed that each language has its own
musical basis (tempo, dynamics, rhythm, pitch and
form). Learning a foreign language is impossible
without a linguocultural approach. Therefore, the use
of songs in English lessons as a teaching aid is a true
source of information about the culture and life of
the country of the language being studied, since the
content of the song reflects the characteristic features
of the surrounding reality of the modern world (for
example, features of life, traditions, culture, etc.).

From all of the above, it should be concluded that
the use of songs is the most interesting ideological
tool for the formation of lexical skills and increasing
students’ motivation to learn. Thanks to the songs,
there is a strong assimilation and expansion of the
vocabulary of schoolchildren, and, no less important,
the emotional atmosphere of the class improves.
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