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ENGLISH COVID-19 NEOLOGISMS:
WAYS OF WORD-FORMATION AND THEMATIC GROUPS

The article focuses on the analysis of word-formation ways and thematic groups of English COVID-19 neologisms.
Modern world is changing so violently that a person, his/her consciousness (and language in particular), way of thinking
(linguistic thinking in particular), communicative intentions, communicative strategies and tactics cannot help but
change (Kosmeda, Osipova, Slipetska, 2021). The COVID-19 pandemic, of course, also provoked corresponding changes
in our being and consciousness, which led to the appearance of neologisms in the English language. The Corona virus
era contributed to the emergence of new terms in linguistics as well, based on the basic terms of linguistics: they form
synonymous series, newly created terms do not always have a unified form of writing, i.e. orthographic doublet forms are
traced, cf.: coronavirus dictionary, covid dictionary, coronavirus lexicon, covid lexicon, etc. (‘a dictionary representing
vocabulary related to the coronavirus', i.e. 'a set of vocabulary to describe the phenomenon of the coronavirus');
coronalexics, viral vocabulary, covid vocabulary, etc., word-forming covid innovations (‘'word-forming innovations that
nominate a phenomenon related to the coronavirus'), covid neologization of the language ('the process of neologization
of the language related to the phenomenon of the coronavirus'), covid slang, covid slang, covid slang, coronavirus slang,
corona slang (Kosmeda, Osipova, Slipetska, 2021). The purpose of the article is to elucidate dominant word-formation
ways of English neologisms and their thematic groups that appeared during the Covid-19 outbreak. The sourse base of
the research is social networking websites, New Word We Created Dictionary (New Word Dictionary, 2020). The English
language reacted to the outbreak of the pandemic COVID-19, which broke out in December 2019. The English vocabulary
was enriched by the COVID-19 neologisms. A. Roig-Marin (Roig-Marin, A., 2021) used the term “coroneologisms” to
denote “the growth of many new lexical formations, mostly mixed” during the Covid-19 pandemic. The Conclusion.
Thus, according to the data of the sample analysis, the dominant ways of word formation of neologisms of COVID-19 are:
blending, telescoping, word formation, contraction. The English neologisms of Covid-19 are divided into the following
thematic groups: related to a generation, relationships, behavior, social life, health problems, Corona virus: description
of new realities.
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AHIVIIACBKI COVID-19 HEOJIOTI'I3MU:
CIIOCOBH CJIOBOTBOPEHHA I TEMATHYHI I'PYIIN

Cmammio npuceauero ananizy cnocobis ciosomeopents ma memamuynux epyn anenivicokux COVID-19 neonocizmis.
Cyuacnuil ceim 3MIHIOEMbCA HACMINbKU OYPXIUBO, WO NPU YbOMY He MOdice He 3MIHI8AmUCs 1o0uHd, ii cgioomicms
(i Mo6Ha 30Kkpema), it cnocib mucienns (i MOBOMUCTIEHHA 30KpeMa), il KOMYHIKamuei inmenyii, KomyHikamueni cmpamezii
i maxmuxu. Ilanoemis COVID-19, 3posymino, maxodic cnposokysana 6i0n06ioHi 3MiHU HAW020 6ymms ma c8i0oMOCM,
wo npu3zeeno 0o 3’si6u Heonozismis (Kocmeoa, Ocinosa, Cnineyvka, 2021). T. Kocmeoow niomiueno meHoenyio, uo
bazamo HOBUX CTi6 8 YKPATHCHKIL MO HA NOZHAYEHHS (heHOMENHA KOPOHABIPYCY He MAIOMb YCMANEeHOI (popMu HANUCAHHA!
M08a NPOnOHy€e opozpaghiuni eapianmu, HanpukIaod, KOPOHA KpU3d, KOpoHa Kpusa, kopoua-kpusa. Koponosipycna enoxa
Ccnpusna 3’s6i HOBUX MEPMIHI8 i 8 MOBO3HABCMSI, U0 OA3YIOMbCA HA OA306UX MEPMIHAX TIH28ICMUKU: B0HU YMEOPIOIOMb
CUHOMIMHI PAOU, HOBOCTNBOPEHT MEPMIHU He 3A8HCOU MATOMb YHIDIKOSAHY (OPMY HANUCAHHA, TODTNO NPOCMENHCYEMO, AK
3aysadcysanocs, opgoepagiuni 0yonemui popmu, NOPieH.: CLOBHUK KOPOHABIPYCY, KOGIOHUI CIOBHUK, KOPOHAGIDYCHULL
JIEKCUKOH, KOGIOHUL JeKCUKOH ma iH. (‘CIOGHUK, WO penpe3eHmye JeKCUKy, No8 si3any 3 KOpoHasipycom’', moomo
‘CYKYnHicmb 1eKCuKu Ha OMOGLEHHA (DeHoMeHa KOPOHABIpYCYy '), KOPOHALEKCUKA, BIPYCHA eKCUKA, KOBIO-IeKCUKA ma iH.
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Koponosipycua enoxa cnpusing 3’a6i HOBUX MePMIHI6 | 6 MOBO3HABCSI, W0 OA3YIOMbCS HA OA308UX MEPMIHAX NIHEGICMUKU.!
BOHU YMBOPIOIOMb CUHOHIMHI PAOU; HOBOCTNBOPEH] MEPMIHU He 3a82COU MaAromyb YHIQIKOBAHY (OpMY HANUCAHHS, MOOMO
NPOCMENHCYEMO, 5K 3AY8adHCY8aN0cs, opghocpaghiuni Oyonemui popmu, NOPi6H.: CIOBHUK KOPOHABIPYCY, KOGIOHUIL CTIOBHUK,
KOPOHABIPYCHUIL IeKCUKOH, KOBIOHUIL IeKCUKOH Ma iH. (‘CIOBHUK, W0 penpe3eHmye IeKCUKY, N08 A3aHy 3 KOpOHA8ipycom ',
Mo6mMoO ‘CyKYnHicmu 1EKCUKU HA OMOBTIeHHS (heHOMeHA KOPOHABIPYCY’); KOPOHANEKCUKA, GIPYCHA EKCUKA, KOBIO-TLEKCUKA
ma iu., CI080MBIPHI KOBIOHI IHHOSAYIL (‘C108OMBIPHI IHHOBAYIL, WO HOMIHYIOMb (YeHOMEH, NO8'I3aHULL 3 KOPOHABIPYCOM '),
K08i0-Heonozizayis moeu (‘mpoyec Heonozizayii Mogu, nos's3anuil 3 (eHOMeHOM KOpPOHAsipycy’), KOGIOHUIl ClleHe,
COVID-cnene, kogio-cuene, kKopoHagipycHuti ciene, kopona ciene (Kocmeoa, 2021). Mema cmammi— cxapaxmepu3syeamu
cnocobu cnrosomeopentn ma memamuyni epynu aneniticokux COVID-19 neonozizmis. Awneniticoka moea giopeazysana
Ha cnanax naunoemii COVID-19 y epyoni 2019 poky. Aneniticexa nexcuka 36azamunacs Heonocizmamu COVID-19.
A. Poie-Mapin (Roig-Marin) (Roig-Marin, 2021) suxopucmas mepmin «KOPOHEON02I3MUY 051 NOSHAYUEHHS «3POCMAHHS
bazamvbox HOBUX TEKCUYHUX YIMBOPEHb, NEPEBAlCHO 3Mmiuanuxy nio yac nanoemii Covid-19. Taxum yunom, ananiz nawoi
BUOIPKU 3aC8I0UYE OOMIHYBAHHA MAKUX Ccnocobie ciosomeopenus anenitcvkux COVID-19 neonoeizmie: meneckonis,
cnosocknadanus, ckopouenns. Aneniticoxi COVID-19 neonozizmu nodinaromucs na maxi memamuyni epynu: «Ilokoninuay,

«Cmocynxuy, «Ilogedinkay, « Coyianbre scummsy, «300poe sy, «Kopona eipyc: onuc nogux peaniii».
Knrwouosi cnosa: Kopona gipyc, neonozizm, cnocié cio80meopents, memMamuymi cpynu.

Introduction. Modern world is changing so
violently that a person, his/her consciousness (and
language in particular), way of thinking (linguistic
thinking in particular), communicative intentions,
communicative strategies and tactics cannot help
but change (Kosmeda, Osipova, Slipetska, 2021).
The COVID-19 pandemic, of course, also provoked
corresponding changes in our being and conscious-
ness, which led to the appearance of neologisms in
the English language. The Corona virus era contrib-
uted to the emergence of new terms in linguistics as
well, based on the basic terms of linguistics: they
form synonymous series; newly created terms do
not always have a unified form of writing, that is,
we trace, as noted, orthographic doublet forms, cf.:
Coronavirus Dictionary, Covid Dictionary, Coro-
navirus lexicon, Covid lexicon, etc. ('a dictionary
representing vocabulary related to the Coronavirus',
i.e. 'a set of vocabulary to describe the phenome-
non of the coronavirus'); Corona vocabulary, virus
vocabulary, Covid vocabulary, etc., word-forming
Covid innovations (‘word-forming innovations that
nominate a phenomenon related to the coronavirus'),
covid neologization of language ('the process of
neologizing a language related to the phenomenon
of the coronavirus'), Covid slang, COVID-slang,
Covid-slang, Coronavirus slang, Corona slang
(Kosmeda, Osipova, Slipetska, 2021).

The English language reacted to the outbreak of
the pandemic COVID-19 in December of 2019. The
English vocabulary was enriched by the COVID-19
neologisms.

The purpose of the article is to elucidate dom-
inant word-formation ways of English neologisms
and their thematic groups that appeared during the
COVID-19 outbreak.

The sourse base of the research is social net-
working websites, New Word We Created Dictionary
(New Word Dictionary, 2020).
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Many domestic and foreign scholars focus on
neologisms. Yu. Zatsnyi, A. Yankov did research on
neologisms in the English language (Zatsnyi, Yankov,
2008). Ukrainian linguists O. Babeliuk, O. Koliasa,
D. Lakh analyzed the COVID-19 slang (Babeliuk,
Lakh, Koliasa, 2020), T. Kosmeda, T. Osipova,
V. Slipetska focused on changes in communication
during the COVID-19 pandemic, Coronavirus as a
factor of new terms appearing in linguistics (Kosm-
eda, Osipova, Slipetska, 2021), I. Alyeksyeyeva and
the others analyzed new cultural practices through
neologisms (Alyeksyeyeva, 2022). Among foreign
scholars we should single out the papers by Al-Sal-
man Saleh and Ahmad S. Haider (Al-Salman, Ahmad,
2021), D. Bilefsky and C. Yeginsu (Bilefsky, Yeginsu,
2020), D. Crystal (Crystal, 2020), etc.

Presentation of Results. According to Prof.
Yu. Zatsnyi, A. Yankov, mass-media, Internet,
politics were the main sources of neologisms dur-
ing the 90s of the 20™ century (Zatsnyi, Yankov,
2008). At the beginning of the 21 century, at the
lexico-semantic level innovational linguistic pro-
cesses took place in the spheres that are under the
influence of such macro-social factors as informa-
tional revolution, economic changes, environmental
problems, etc. In December of 2019 the pandemic
COVID-19 broke out. The English language was
enriched with the COVID-19 neologisms. A. Roig-
Marin used the term “coroneologisms” to refer to
“the rise of many new lexical formations, mostly
blends” during the COVID-19 pandemic (Roig-
Marin, 2021).

According to the analysis of our sample, the “coro-
neologisms” were formed by the following word-for-
mation ways:

a) blending, for example: Isodesk (isolated +
desk) — the home workplace during isolation; Cov-
idivorce (Covid + divorce) — divorce during Covid
quarantine; Zumping (Zoom+dumping) — to break up,
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to break off; Quaranteens (quarantinet+teenagers) —
the new generation who will step into teenage years
in 2033 — 2034; Covidiot (Covid + idiot) — some-
one who ignores lockdown measures; Coronials
(Corona + millennials) — babies born in 2020; Cov-
idials (Corona + millennials) — babies born in 2020;
Coronacuts (Corona + haircut) — haircuts carried out
at home; CovideoParty — (Covid + video + party) —
a virtual video watching party; Quarantini — (quar-
antine + martini) — an alcoholic beverage you can
sip if you want to unwind; locktail — (lockdown +
cocktail) — an alcoholic beverage you can sip if you
want to unwind; Coronapocalypse — (corona + apoc-
alypse); Coronageddon — (corona + armageddon);
Coronadult — an adult who fell ill with the Covid-19;
Coronaspiracy (Corona + conspiracy) the conspiracy
theory; Homeference (Home + conference) — Zoom
conference during quarantine;

b) composition, for example: Corona bae — the
partner you are quarantining with; Coronababie —
babies born in 2020; Coronabeard — no shaving dur-
ing quarantine; Corona hair — no haircuts during the
Covid-19; Coronaclosed — quarantine during the
Covid-19; Coronaculture; Zoombombing — hi jack-
ing a video call; Coronaspeak — neologisms that have
entered everyday English discourse during the coro-
navirus pandemic; Video party — a virtual party dur-
ing quarantine; Coronarelationship — a new type of
relationship during quarantine; Corona boyfriend — a
new type of relationship during quarantine;

c) shortening:

-initial clipping, for example: Rona — shortening
of coronavirus. Coronavirus is popularly shortened to
corona, which was apparently further clipped to rona;

-final clipping, for example: vac — vaccine;

-acronyms, for example: COVID-19, SARS-
CoV-2, etc.

The COVID-19 neologisms are classified into the
following thematic groups: generation-related, rela-
tionships, behaviors, social life, health issues:

Generation-related

Quaranteens — the new generation which will step
into teenage years in 2033 — 2034; Coronials or Cov-
1dials — babies born in 2020;

Corona mom — a demographic of moms who are
constantly using Zoom.

Relationships

Corona bae — the partner you are quarantining
with;

Isodesk — the home workplace during isolation;

Covidivorce — divorces during quarantine.
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Behaviour

Covidiot — someone who ignores lockdown meas-
ures;

Zumping — break up with someone over a video
conferencing service; Coroanacuts — haircuts carried
out at home;

Coronabeards — men growing their facial hair out
during the lockdown.

Social Life

CovideoParty — a virtual video watching party;

Quarantini or locktail — an alcoholic beverage you
can sip if you want to unwind,

Zoombombing — hijacking a Zoom videocall;

The Before Times — before the pandemic
Covid-19, more humorous;

Doomscrolling — constantly refreshing feeds for
the latest news about the pandemic;

Quarantine and chill — is used for various ways
people are hunkering down and spending free time at
home during the coronavirus, especially with a roman-
tic partner while marathoning streaming services;

Coronacation — Coronavirus-compelled stayca-
tions, due to cancelled classes, shifts, and the like. It’s
usually an ironic term — just ask parents working from
home while teaching their kids.

Health Issues

Coronasomnia — staying up late, insomnia during
the pandemic;

Corona fatigue — the exhaustion that sets in while
living life over Zoom;

Coronanoia — Corona paranoia;

Maskne — mask acne — is a type of breakout that
results from wearing a face mask during the lock-
down.

Coronavirus: describing new realities

Coronapocalypse — corona apocalypse;

Coronageddon — corona armageddon;

Coronaspiracy theories—Coronaconspiracy theory;

Quarantime — time spent at home during the pan-
demic;

Lockdowners — people who stay at home during
the pandemic;

Loxit — Lockdown exit;

Unlockdown — the end of lockdown.

The Conclusion. Thus, according to the sample
analysis, the dominant ways of word-formation of the
COVID-19 neologisms are: blending, composition,
shortening. TheCOVID-19neologismsareclassifiedinto
the following thematic groups: “Generation-related”,
“Relationships”, “Behaviour”, “Social Life”, “Health
Issues”, “Coronavirus: Describing New Realities”.
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