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ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING METHODS IN AZERBAIJAN

Due to globalization, the integration of countries and people is going faster than ever. In such a situation, the teaching
of foreign languages, especially English, which has become an international language, has become important in all
countries. Every state in the world focuses on English language teaching in their educational institutions.

It is the same for Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan, a former Soviet country, is trying to move away from the educational
ideologies of the Soviet era and choose a new education model and path. Simply, it isn't an easy task to replace the
outdated approaches with the new and progressive ones because people always react changes and innovations. It is one
of the most challenging tasks to alternate the acquired teaching habits with new ones. For that reason, a few traditional
approaches are still dominant such as Grammar-translation method which is still used commonly by some teachers both
at schools and universities, however, new methods and approaches are also included in the repertoire of teachers due
to competitive environment. The main question arising here is “Which new methods?” as we know a number of new
methodologies appear every passing day. In this case, what is the choice of teachers about new methodologies?

In our article, we tried to find out advanced and innovative teaching methodologies that are preferred by the Azerbaijani
teachers and the extent of their application based on the online survey we designed and conducted among 50 university
and school teachers from different regions of Azerbaijan and the review of the articles published in the three main journals
of Azerbaijan between 2020-2022. We have compared the findings which are quite interesting because the survey and
article review results contradicted each other to a great extent. According to the article review results, research interest
in modern and innovative approaches is pretty low compared with the practically application of them in teaching process.

Key words: English, innovative methodologies, grammar-translation method, survey, primary method, teachers.

Envmipa T'YCEHHOBA,
orcid.org/0000-0003-0775-9151

ooxmop inocogii,

KOOPOUHATOP NPOEKNLY

Komimemy BIIO

(baxy, Azepbatioacan) sedoniyaa@gmail.com

METO/IUKA BUKJIAJTAHHA AHIVIIHCHKOI MOBU B A3BEPBAIKAHI

3aeosxu enobanizayii inmeepayin kpain i a00etl 8i0dysacmvca weudule, Hidic 06yov-koau. Y makit cumyayii 8 ycix
Kpainax 6ajiciugo20 3HAYEHHS HAOYIO GUKNAOAHHS THOZEMHUX MOS8, 0COOIUBO AMENINICLKOL, KA CMALA MINCHAPOOHOIO.
Koorcna deporcasa ceimy pobums akyenm Ha UKIAOAHHI GHRTIUCHKOT MOBU Y CBOIX HAGUANbHUX 3AKIAOAX.

Te came cmocyemuvcs Azepoaiiodicany. Azepbatiodcan, KOTUUH PAOSIHCbKA KPAIHA, HamMazaemucs gi0Iumu 8i0 0ceim-
HIX 10011021l padsHCbKOI enoxu ma oopamu Ho8y 0C8imHio Mooens i utisax. [lpocmo 3aminumu 3acmapini nioxoou Ha HO8i
NpOSPecusHi — HellesKka CRpasa, Momy wo 00U 3a8JicOuU peazyioms Ha 3MiHu ma innogayii. Yepeysamu nabymi nedazo2iu-
Hi 36UYKU HOBUMU € OOHUM 13 HAUCKAAOHIWUX 3a80aHb. 3 Yici npuyunuy KilbKa mpaouyitiHux nioxooie éce wje 0OMiHyIoms,
HANpUuKia0 Memoo epamamuyHo2o nepexiady, AKuil 6ce e WuUpoko GUKOPUCIOBYEMbCS OEAKUMU GUUMENAMU K ) UKOJ,
Max i @ ynigepcumemax, 00HAK HOBI MEmMoOU ma niOXo0U MaKoNC BKIOUEHI 00 penepmyapa 4umernis uepes KOHKypeHmHe
cepedoguuye. [0106He NUMAanHs1, sKe Mmym GUHUKAE, ye «SKi HO8I Memoou? » siK Mu 3HAEMO, WOOHS 3 A6IAEMbCS PO HOBUX
Memooonozitl. Axuil y ybomy eunaoky eubip euumeinié ujo00 HOBUX MEeMOOUK?

YV nawii cmammi mu cnpobysanu 3’sacysamu nepedosi ma iHHOBAYIUHI MEMOOUKU HABYAHHS, AKUM 8I00ar0OmMb nepe-
6azy azepbaudicancoki guumeni, i CMyniHb X 3ACMOCY8ANHS HA OCHOBL PO3POOIEHO20 MA NPOBEOEHO20 HAMU OHILAUH-
onumysanus ceped 50 sukiadauie yHieepcumemis i WKl 3 pisHUX pe2ionie Azepbatioxcarny ma o210y cmametl, onyoi-
KOBAHUX Y MPbOX OCHOGHUX dcypHanax Azepbauocany ¢ 2020-2022 pokax. Mu nopiensnu pesyiemamu, sKi € 00CUMb
YIKABUMU, OCKIIbKU Pe3yTbmamu Onumy8anHs ma o2nady cmametl Oydce Cynepequiu 00UH 00HOMY. 3a pe3yibmamamu
021150y cmammi 00CHIOHUYbKULL iHmepec 00 CYYACHUX M THHOBAYIIHUX NiOX00I8 € 00CUMb HUZLKUM NOPIGHAHO 3 NPAK-
MUYHUM 3ACMOCYBAHHSM IX Y HABYATLHOMY NPOYECL.

Kniouogi cnoea: aneniticoka mM08a, iHHOBAYIUHI MEMOOUKY, PAMAMUKO-NEPEKAAOHUL MemOoO, ONUMYBAHHS, NOYaAm-
KOBULL MEMOO, BUKAAOAYI.
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English language education was launched in
1925-1926 when Azerbaijan was a Soviet Republic.
For that reason, in Azerbaijan, a former post-Soviet
country, remnants of the educational ideology of that
era are still observed. This is especially evident in
foreign language teaching classes. For example, it is
possible to observe the characteristics of the Gram-
mar-Translation method, which was one of the main
teaching methods of the Soviet era, in the lessons of
many teachers at the moment. It can be said that a large
number of teachers still see and use the translation of
texts and sentences from the native language into tar-
get language or contrary as the main type of activity.
Of course, the development of teaching methods and
strategies has not been neglected and in the concern
of the government. In this regard, many reforms are
implemented by the Ministry of Education.

The Ministry of Education adopted the “Curricu-
lum” as the main teaching method in schools and tried
to convey its essence to teachers by conducting many
trainings in this field. Even if it has been successfully
applied by many teachers, there are a few teachers
who do not want to give up the previous theories and
methodologies.

In higher education institutions, the situation is
somehow different. Teachers working at the univer-
sity have complete autonomy in the choice of methods
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and resources, which allows them to act more freely,
to introduce innovations and to further increase the
value and quality of courses. Here too, some teachers
have participated in online or face-to-face training,
professional development courses, etc, developed
themselves through reading and research, and mas-
tered new pedagogical methodologies, but teachers
who use the elements of the old Grammar-Translation
method is not small in number.

Problem statement: both new and old teaching
approaches compete each other in the ESL class-
rooms but the main issue is to clarify that which new
methods stand out in this competition as there are lots
of new methodologies appeared so far.

Research methods: Primary quantitative method,
and online survey.

Purpose of the article. We decided to study the
new teaching methodologies and identify the level of
their application by Azerbaijani teachers in the ESL
classes.

Main material. First, we chose three high pres-
tige journals published in Azerbaijan and reviewed
the articles dedicated to any of innovative and mod-
ern teaching methodologies published between
2020-2022. The journals are the “Azerbaijan Journal
of Educational Studies” published by the Ministry of
Science and Education of the Azerbaijan Republic

Table 1
) . The methodology/ies

e Title Author indicated in the article Copy
g:jglglsn?grivgﬁlélr?‘gcﬁ the Journal of Educational Studies.

l. e . Huseynoglu S. | Active learning method Vol. 700, Issue III, pp.33—
thinking as an active 42/2022
learning technology.
The ways to develop Azerbaijan Journal of

2. |critical thinking skills in Suleymanova S. |Project-based learning Educational Studies. Vol. 699,
English language teaching. Issue II, pp. 125-130 (2022)
The role of world literature Azerbaijan Journal of

3. |in the formation of students' Asadov A. Parallel teaching method Educational Studies. Vol. 697,
planetary thinking Issue IV, pp. 111-119 (2021)
Ensuring the effectiveness « Problem-based learnin Azerbaijan Journal of

4. | of distance learning in Suleymanova A. |, Proicct-based learnin & Educational Studies. Vol. 694,
pedagogical education. ) & Issue I, pp. 25-34 (2021)
Modern Methods of
Intercultural Competence + Communicative method T . .

5. |Forming in English S.R.Imanova * Interactive method ransactions Of Pedagogical

& &'l ’ . University, Issue 1 (2021)

Language Teaching (ELT) * Collaborativ method ’
In Tertiary Education
Stages And Characteristics

6. ([)st{;;siggshiggil:ic\fzd Hiiziiro Hacizado |Interactive learning method SCI;.Etllﬁ((i gg)flgg'_égzo’
Learning Method
The Effect of Modern
Teaching Methods on . . . Scientific Works. 2021,

7. Stu dent%ersonali ty Sevinc Orucova | Active learning method Ne 1 (110), 103-106
Development
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(Baku); the “Transactions of Pedagogical Univer-
sity” Journal published by the Azerbaijan State Peda-
gogical University (Baku), and the journal of “Sci-
entific Works” published by the Nakhchivan State
University (Nakhchivan) (Table 1).

The list of the articles we found.

Article review findings. Using the primary quan-
titative method, we searched for the articles published
between 20202022 in the journals mentioned above
and as a result found only 7 articles. 4 of them have
been published in the “Azerbaijan Journal of Educa-
tional Studies”, 1 in the “Transactions of Pedagogical
University” and 2 in the “Scientific Works”.

PBL, Active learning and Interactive methods
are the most investigated topics, and each has been
studied by two authors. They are preceded by Paral-
lel teaching method, Problem-based learning, Com-
municative method, Collaborative method that have
been researched by one author. In total, the number of
the articles are less than we expected.

Later, we investigated the most advanced and
innovative teaching methods that are very cut-
ting-edge, effective and common due to some articles
published on the Internet. Having shortlisted them
we chose 8 of them.

We designed survey questions based on our study
results. We held an online survey in the Azerbaijani
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language among male and female ESL instructors
residing and working in the urban and rural schools and
universities of Azerbaijan including the capital city.

In the online survey, 50 higher education and
school teachers participated, and we have opinions of
the 50 people from different regions and educational
institutions of Azerbaijan.

According to our survey results, the application of
some modern teaching methodologies and strategies
are neglected under the influence of past ideologies
and traditions, and their use can make a big difference
to foreign language teaching lessons. We mention the
results below and also briefly explain the methods and
their essence for those who haven’t heard about them.

In the survey, we asked the year of teaching experi-
ences, and consequently, most of the respondents have
experiences of teaching between 1-5 and 6—10 years,
a few of them are over than 16 years.

According to the results, 52% of teachers are
working at schools, and 48% at universities (Fig. 1).

We have asked the name of the method they com-
monly use during teaching process and a large part
of teachers have confused, and mentioned activ-
ity names, not methods. The most noted method is
communicative by 14 teachers (12 university and
2 school teachers), and others are grammar-trans-
lation by 1 (a university teacher), direct method by

Muallimlik faaliyyatinizi harada hayata kegirirsiniz?

ol reEpOnsed

@ Maktabda
P Univarsiterds

Fig. 1. Distribution of teachers. Blue-school, red — university

istifads etdiyiniz talim metod va ya metodlann adim qeyd edin, zahmat olmasa.
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Akl bolim molo. Group Kemmunikatv m.. MAakice Suilably mothods  kemmuaniat m..
Cammiricative. . Hammuniaklie Bourikubam Qrup kollektiv .. Zqzaq obrasar... Irteraksiv....

Fig. 2. The methods used by teachers
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1 (a university teacher), CLIL by 1 (a university
teacher), project-based learning by 2 (2 university
teachers), reproductive learning by 3 (1 university
and 2 school teachers), active learning by 2 (2 school
teachers), game-based learning by 1(a university
teachers) (Fig. 2).

In the next question, we asked directly if they use
the Communicative method or not. 82% (41 people)
said “Yes”, 12% (6 people) “No”, and 6% (3 people)
“I haven’t heard” (Fig. 3).

Another question was “Do you apply
“Differentiated Instruction (DI)” in your ESL
classes?” and 64% (32 respondents) said “Yes”, 26%
(13 respondents) said “No”, and 10% (5 respondents)
“I haven’t heard” (Fig. 4).
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Differentiated Instruction. It means to tailor
classes to meet each student’s needs in the classroom.
In this method, teachers differentiate material, activ-
ities, products, etc. More flexible environment is cre-
ated for all students in the group, by this way, they are
able to learn at their pace and express the content they
customize with alternative ways. Learning outcomes
remain the same for all learners but how to get those
outcomes is an option and autonomy given to student.
This method speeds up the learning process and let all
students get maximum benefit from classes.

The question “Do you apply “Kinesthetic
Learning” in your ESL classes?” received 48%
(24 respondents) “Yes”, 34% (17 respondents) “No”,
and 18% (9 respondents) “I haven’t heard” (Fig. 5).

Darslarinizda "Kommunikativ metodu” (Communicative method) tatbiq edirsiniz?

50 iesporded

L J-E
B Keyr
@ Esitmamigam

Fig. 3. The question about the use of the Communicative method

Darslarinizda "Farglandirilmig talim® (Differentiated Instruction) metodunu tatbiq edirsiniz?

50 responses

L -
B Xy
B Esivmamizam

Fig. 4. Application of Differentiated Instruction

Darglarinizda "Kinestetik &yranma” (Kinesthetic learming) metodunu tatbig edirsiniz?

50 responses

@ Bai
i My
B Egitmansigam

Fig. 5. Application of the Kinesthetic learning
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Darslarinizda "Oyuna asaslanan dyranma” ( Game-based learning) metedunu tatbig edirsiniz?

50 responses

[ JitH
@ Xey
B Esilmsrnigem

Fig. 6. Application of the Game-based Learning

Darslarinizda "Layiha asash dyranma” ( Project-based leaming) metodunu tatbig edirsiniz?

50 isapondes

@ Ball
i My
@ Esimamisam

Fig. 7. Application of the PBL

Darslarinizds "Dandirilmis sinil” (Flipped classrooms) metodunu tatbig edirsiniz?

50 résponiss

i Bai
® Ky
B Egitmamigem

Fig. 8. Application of the Flipped Classroom

Darslarinizds “omakdaghg” (Collaboratives Cooperative leaming ) metodunu tatbig edirsiniz?

50 responses

® Bal
B Hep
B Egimamigam

Fig. 9. Application of the Collaborative/Cooperative learning

Kinesthetic Learning. It requires physical contact
with material to learn it. In order to produce multisen-
sory learning, teachers use auditory and visual materi-
als. Inthe classes, learners make things such as posters,
charts, group projects, etc. and prepare cards, per-
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form physical movements, field trips, excursions, etc.
By this way, students retain information in their long-
term memory and effective especially for little ones.

“Do you apply “Game-based learning” in your
ESL classes?”. It was replied “Yes” by 86% of the
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respondents (43 people) and “No” by 14% (7 people)
(Fig. 6).

Game-based Learning. GBL is a strategy that
combines games and learning environment to achieve
self-practice and self-assessment. Teachers choose
appropriate elements to apply real life situation.
Gamification of classes enables high level of engage-
ment of learners, and at the moment is one of the
main trends in teaching foreign languages, especially
in higher education institutions.

One of the elements of GBL is digital badging.
When students complete their activities or studies,
they earn badges and can easily display their level of
knowledge to others. By this way, their accomplish-
ments become open to everybody and can be verified
by external stake holders.

In classrooms, to perform GBL is highly feasible
and only thing needed by teachers is Internet access.
A number of educational games and game-based
activities have been designed, and they are ready
resources for use on the Internet. Most of them are
totally free. Alessi and Trollip (2000) categorize edu-
cational games as adventure and role-playing games,
business games, board games, combat games, logic
games and puzzles, and word games. These games
can be a single player or multi-players. These kinds
of activities are engaging and fun, also changes stu-
dents’ approach to learning process and improves
their problem-solving skills.

The next question we asked was “Do you apply
“Project-based Learning” in your ESL classes?”.
64% teachers (32 respondents) said “Yes”, 34%
(17 respondents) said “No”, and 2% (1 respondent)
“I haven’t heard” (Fig. 7).

Project-based Learning. The Swiss psychologist,
Jean Piaget’s statement “knowledge is a consequence
of experience” is clearly depicting the importance
of PBL because we live in the world of projects
(Martinez 2014). The PBL is a kind of approach in
which learners are engaged in gaining knowledge and
improving skills by working on a project for a certain
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amount of time. In this approach students investigate,
and try to solve a problem or a question by using
their critical thinking, communication and interaction
skills and team work. In order to prepare students
for future work life, teachers mostly choose projects
based on real life situations.

The question “Do you apply “Flipped classroom”
in your ESL classes?” has remarkable responds.
56% (28 people) of the teachers hasn’t applied it,
20% (10 people) hasn’t heard about it. Only 24%
(12 people) of the teachers apply it (Fig. 8).

Flipped classroom. In this type of training, the
course material is delivered to the students in advance
to let them study at home. During the classes, teacher
consolidate the new knowledge acquired by teachers
by further expansion of the topic and practical appli-
cation. This strategy, which supports the individual
learning process, can be easily applied in lectures and
practical classes.

In Azerbaijan, new material is presented in the
course of the lesson, then its explanation is given, and
at the end, knowledge on the subject is strengthened.
If the students are familiar with the lecture or lesson
material from the beginning, then the parts they do not
understand or are difficult maybe discussed inthe class,
and it might increase the effectiveness of the lesson.

Now let’s proceed with the question “Do you apply
“Collaborative/Cooperative learning” in your ESL
classes?”. 40 teachers that is 80% of the respondents
replied as “Yes”, 9 teachers (18%) said “No”. 2%
(1 respondent) hasn’t heard about this methodology
(Fig. 9).

Collaborative/Cooperative learning. Collabora-
tive and Cooperative learning are similar with a few
distinctive properties. The core distinction is that
collaborative learning that might happen in any situ-
ation when students work together. For instance, at
home when helping each other about home assign-
ment which can be online, too. However, cooperative
learning happens when students work together in the
same place, and in a small group.

Darslarinizda “UDL {Universal Design for Leamning) metoduny tatbiq edirsiniz?

S0 responses

® Bali
B e

Esirnasniam

Fig. 10. Application of the UDL
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Similarities. The both approaches enable active stu-
dent participation and social interaction. Students bear
responsibility for their own pace of learning, and the role
of a teacher is facilitator during the teaching process. In
both approaches students’ cognitive and team building
skills are developed. With group work learning process
become more memorable, learners’ self-confidence
and social skills are strengthened. Students learn to
understand and respect different perspectives of others.

We are moving to the next question “Do you
apply “Universal Design for Learning” in your ESL
classes?” 40% (20 teachers) of the teachers never
apply UDL in their ESL classes. 32% (16 teachers)
implements during teaching process, however, 28%
(14 teachers) haven’t heard about this approach (Fig. 10).

UDL. It is an approach that encompasses curricu-
lum design and has 3 main components: representa-
tion, action and expression, engagement.

Representation. It is about what to teach students,
in a nutshell the choice of material such as visual
information, auditory information, etc. Students cus-
tomize information in different ways, so the display
of the new material should be versatile. For example,
slide presentations, pdf, podcast, sound, colourful
fonts, and highlights and others.

Action and Expression. It is about how to teach,
and its essence is offering different types of activities
that suit all students. Students should be allowed to
demonstrate their knowledge with alternative modal-
ities during the learning process. Some students are
comfortable when they do written tasks but others in
oral activities. Learners can be provided with options
about physical action and expression.

Engagement. How to motivate or engage students
into any kind of activity is a challenging issue for
teachers because the goal of learning differs from stu-
dents to students. UDL claims that it isn’t possible to
engage all students by utilizing an option that appeals
all students and their area of interest. Thus, teachers
should offer multiple options for all students.

The analysis of the survey findings.

Looking at the collected data from a predefined
group of teachers to uncover insights about the appli-
cation of advanced and innovative teaching method-
ologies, interesting view appears in front of us. Let’s
analyse the information we gathered together.

The good point of the survey is that there is a bal-
ance among the respondents, half university teachers
and half school teachers/

When we ask teachers to name the methods they
use in their lessons, we see that teachers have con-
fused the notions of activity and method. Most of the
responses mentioned here are classroom activities,
not a method, and only Communicative and Pro-
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ject-based learning are mentioned by a few teachers.
Interestingly, none of the other methods mentioned in
the survey are noted by the teachers except for two as
we mentioned above.

We see that the communicative method is the most
known and applied method among Azerbaijani teach-
ers. High percentage (82%) of the teachers use it dur-
ing the teaching process, and there are teachers that
haven’t heard about it. In total, 18% doesn’t utilize it.

In the Differentiated Instruction, the situation isn’t
heart-warming because DI isn’t applied by 36% of
the teachers, though the imbalance of students’ skills
and knowledge is inevitable almost in all classrooms.

The Kinesthetic learning which can be very effect-
ive and interesting approach in teaching English to
children isn’t implemented by almost half of teach-
ers, and what is more, there are teachers that haven’t
heard about it.

Unlike the Kinesthetic learning, the result about
Game-based learning is hopeful. Most of teachers
use game elements during teaching process but most
likely not all of them mean technology-based digital
activities because access to technology is limited in
the classrooms. In Azerbaijani higher education insti-
tutions and schools, the number of the smart class-
rooms is limited, only a few classrooms with smart
boards and projectors in each school and university.
Thus, teachers take turns using it.

The result about PBL is astonishing because it is
one of the key methods that is offered by numerous
training programmes in Azerbaijan. Nevertheless, the
number of teachers utilizing it is only 64%.

76% doesn’t use the flipped classrooms and it
is normal because FC is one of the approaches that
most of teachers are unaware of it in Azerbaijan. In a
traditional lectures or practical classes conducted in
Azerbaijan the material is presented during that class
not before it.

The percentage of the application of the Collab-
orative/Cooperative is surprising and the reason is
that, there are strict rules about noise control in the
classrooms in Azerbaijan. Consequently, group work
is mostly ignored, and pair work is more preferable
by teachers.

Final question is about UDL which is one of the
latest methods developed in the USA, and new for
most of countries and teachers. Normally, it isn’t
applied by 68% in total.

Comparison. The survey results show a wide
range of methods are known and applied by teach-
ers; however, the article review shows that most of
updated methods are ignored and not researched
enough. What is more, due to the survey result the
most known and applied method is Communicative
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method, but when comes to research project-based
learning dominates.

Conclusion. Of course, taking into account the
number of participants in the survey, it is impos-
sible to get a completely accurate result. However, it
is enough to form a certain opinion as the ratio of
women-men, rural-urban, school-university is taken
into account in the survey. However, in the next
stages, it is possible to obtain more complete infor-
mation by conducting a separate survey between
women and men, rural and urban schools and univer-
sities, taking into account the results in a comparative
manner. Again, the survey gives a common insight.

In the meantime, our article review covers only
three journals and 2 years of interval. For more
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accurate result it can be expanded as a follow-up
of the research in future.

Based on the findings from both studies we can
say see that most teachers prefer to apply new meth-
odologies practically in their classes but they aren’t
interested in the research about them considering the
number of the articles published in the three high
ranking journals between 2020-2022. School teach-
ers aren’t required to publish scientific articles due to
their job responsibilities but university teachers have
to engage in research during their academic activities.
For that reason, to some extent, the number of articles
can be justified but it is obvious that the interest in the
research on teaching methodologies is less compared
with their application in the classrooms.
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