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SOVIETIZATION OF HIGHER TECHNICAL EDUCATION:
CASE OF THE LVIV POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

The article examines processes of sovietization of higher technical education in Eastern Halychyna, under the
conditions of its occupation and integration by the Soviet Union. From the autumn of 1939, fundamental changes took
place in the content of region's education, according to the soviet model. The study analyses specific examples of the
Lviv Polytechnic Institute Sovietization. Attributes of the Soviet model of technical education are described and the
characteristic features of the colonial strategy of its implementation are defined.

In Ukrainian historiography, the issue of the transformation of technical education in the Soviet era is devoted to a
small number of studies. Most often, you can find brief information on the websites of current higher technical educational
institutions of Ukraine in the sections about their history. They lack an analysis of the implementation practices of the
Soviet system of higher technical education. This determines the choice of the topic of the study. The research is based
on post-colonial studies. The example of Ukraine, which went through a difficult experience of totalitarian colonization
in the 20th century, is especially suited to the application of postcolonial methodology, which unmasks open and
hidden mechanisms of colonial and neocolonial enslavement. Postcolonial methodology rejects the overt and implicit
encroachments on power inherent in colonial and anticolonial positions and propagates a state of affairs where the
antagonisms and competitive intentions of the colonizer and the colonized are eliminated. The purpose of the study is to
demonstrate the colonial practices of Soviet technical education on the example of Lviv Polytechnic reorganized into Lviv
Polytechnic Institute. The sources of the research are published archival documents, publications of periodicals.

It was found that the Union leadership, carrying out Soviet technical modernization and forming the Soviet technical
elite, was interested in the fastest and widest possible implementation of Soviet models of technical education. The
strategy of the Soviet model of technical education implementation on the territory of occupied Eastern Halychyna,
indicates a colonial approach. This contributed to the communist ideological subjugation of technical sciences and the
ideologization of scientific and technical projects, which significantly limited the development of academic life of the Lviv
Polytechnic Institute and significantly complicated scientific and teaching work.

Key words: sovietization, colonial practice, technical education, Soviet model, Halychyna, Lviv Polytechnic Institute.
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PAJISTHI3ALISI BULLIOi TEXHIYHOI OCBITH:
KEHNC JbBIBCBKUM MOJITEXHIYHUM IHCTUTYT

Y ecmammi pozensoaromecs npoyecu paoanizayii suujoi mexuiunoi oceimu y Cxionit I'anuuuni 6 ymosax ii oxynayii
ma inmezpayii Paosncoxum Corozom. Iouunarouu 3 oceni 1939 p., 6i06yeanucs 0okopinmi 3minu 3micmy mexmiyHoi ocei-
mu Kparo 3a paosaHcbKUM 3paskom. ¥ 00cniosceHHi nposedeHo auaiiz KOHKpemHux npuxiaoie padsauizayii Jlveiscokoeo
noaimexuiunozo incmumymy. ORUcano 03HaKU PAoIHCbKOi MOOeni MEXHIYHOI 0Cc8imu ma BU3HAYEHO XapaKmepHi pucu
KONOHIANbHOL cmpamezii i1 6npo8a0NCEeHHS.

B yrpaiucwexinu icmopioepaghii numannio mpaucgopmayii mexniuHoi oceimu 8 padsHCbKUlL 4ac NPpUuceésadeHo ooMaib
Odocnioacenv. Havtiuacmiwe modxcna 3ycmpimu kopomky iHgopmayito Ha catmax menepiuiHix uyux mexHiuHux Haguaib-
HUX 3aK1a0i6 Yrpainu 6 po3dinax npo ix icmopiio. ¥ nux 8i0cymuiti ananisz npaxmux Mpo8adAtCenHs padsiHCbKoi cucmemu
suwyoi mexniunoi oceimu. Ljum obymosnenuti 6ubip memu pobomu. Jocniodxcents 6a3yemuvcs Ha NOCMKONOHIANLHUX CIY-
oisx. Ilpuxnao Yipainu, wo nepesicuna éasxickuii 00cgio momanimaphoi kononizayii y XX cmonimmi, ocoonugo nadaemo-
€5 00 3aCMOCY8aHHs NOCMKOLOHIANbHOI MemMOo00n02ii, AKA 0eMACKYE IOKPUMI Ma NPUX08AHI MeXaHi3MU KOJIOHIANIbHO20
i HeoxonoHIaNbHO20 NOHeBoNeHHs. TlocmKoNoOHIANbHA MEMOOOL02IS BIOMOBASAEMBCS 8I0 AGHUX MA IMIIIYUMHUX 3A3IXAHDb
Ha 61a0dy, npumamanHux Oa no3uyiti KONOHIANbHOI Ma aHMUKONOHIANbHOIL, | nponagye Cmawn cnpas, 0e aHmazoHizmu ma
KOHKYPEHMHI HAMIpU KOIOHI3AmMOpa ma KoJIOHI308aH020 ycysarmscs. Mema 00cniodxiceHHs noseae y nposieienHi Kono-
HIANIbHUX NPAKMUK PAOAHCHKOL MexXHiuHoi 0c8imu Ha NPUKIadi peop2anizosanoi y JIbeiscoKuil nonimexHiuHull iHCmumym
JIvsiscokoi nonimexuiku. [[icepenamu 00CiONCeH s 6UCTYNAIOMb ONYONIKOBAHI APXIGHI OOKYMeHmu, nyonikayii nepio-
OUUHUX BUOAHD.

3’acosano, wo coiosne KepisHUYME0, NPOBOOAUU PAOSAHCLKY MEXHIUHY MOOEpHIZayilo ma Gopmyrouy padsHCcbKy mex-
HIYHY enimy, Oy10 3ayikasiene y AKHAUBUOUOMY | AKHATMUPUIOMY 8MINEHHI 8 HCUMM PAOAHCOKUX 3PA3KI8 MeXHIUHOI
ocgimu. Cmpamezisn npoeadicents padsiHcokoi modeni mexHiunoi ocgimu na mepumopii oxynogarnoi Cxionoi I aruuunu
C8I0uUMb NPO KONOHIAAbHUU NIOXIO. Lle nocnpusino KomyHicmuuHoMy i0eol02iMHOMY NIOKOPEHHIO MEeXHIYHUX HAyK md
i0eonozizayii HayKOGUX MEXHIYHUX NPOEKMIB, U0 ICMOMHO 0OMENCYBAN0 PO3ZGUMOK AKAOeMIYH020 dxcummsi JIb8iecbkoeo
NONIMEXHINHO20 IHCIMUMYNY Ma CYMmeso YCKAAOHIOBAN0 HAYKOSY | BUKAA0AYLKY POOOMY.

Kntouoei cnoea: paosnizayis, KonoHiaibHa NPAKmMuKa, MexHiuHa oceima, padsncovka mooens, I anuuuna, Jlveiecokutl
NOAIMeXHIYHUL IHCIMUMYm.

Introduction. The forced "reunification" of East-
ern Halychyna with the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic (USSR) in autumn 1939 "launched" the
process of Sovietization of the newly annexed terri-
tories, which consisted in radical change of the entire
pattern of educational, social, political, economic,
cultural, and everyday life, and in the further forma-
tion of the Soviet "life style". From September 1939,
the Soviet leadership began to implement the policy
of divide et impera (divide and rule), that during the
previous twenty years was effectively used as the
main tool for managing public behavior in the USSR.
The Soviet leadership was interested in the fastest
and widest possible implementation of Soviet mod-
els of "folk" education. So, it started the process of
forced implementation of the principles and rules of

economic, social, political and cultural life, that were
characteristic for totalitarian state, such as the Soviet
Union. This process is called Sovietization in Ukrain-
ian humanitarianism. Among the priority directions
of sovietization was technical education of the region,
embodied in the authoritative educational institu-
tion — Lviv Polytechnic.

Research analysis. In American and Euro-
pean historiography, there is significant amount of
researches on Soviet technical modernization, Stalin's
"cultural revolution" formation of the Soviet technical
elite, etc. (Kendall E. Bailes, 1978; Loren R. Graham,
1993). Researchers convincingly prove that defeat of
the Soviet modernization project is rooted in Soviet
etatism and technological backwardness. Despite the
colossal technological enthusiasm of the Soviet state,
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and the development of technologies that was embed-
ded in the global Soviet domination, USSR found
itself on the technological periphery at the end of the
80s of the 20th cen. The main reasons for the defeat lay
in extensive military-industrial "black hole" that were
depleting key resources, technological conservatism,
and in ideological subjugation of technical sciences
(Chi Ling Chan, 2015). Separately, the "intrusion of
politics" into science is evidenced by the life stories
of famous mathematicians — Leonid Pliushch and
Yurii Shykhanovych. They were arrested in 1972
and imprisoned in psychiatric hospitals for so-called
"anti—Soviet" actions. These events pushed the math-
ematical research environment of Western Europe
into a long public international political debate. Char-
acteristic features of the entire scientific and technical
process in the Soviet Union were its excessive central-
ization and extensiveness. At the same time, European
and American scientists in their research absoluterly
do not separate the development of technical science
and education in the Ukrainian SSR from all-Union.
This testifies to their perception of the USSR as a
single unitary state. Also, in Western historiography,
there are no separate studies of scenarios of Sovieti-
zation of educational and technical institutions in the
Ukrainian SSR or in other republics of the USSR.

Preparatory analysis attests to a significant num-
ber of studies on the history of science and technol-
ogy or individual technical specialties in Ukrainian
historiography. A large number of them refer to the
pre-Soviet period (Deshchynskyi & Denisov, 2011;
Iskovych—Lototskyi & Sevostianov, 2015). On the
other hand, very few studies have been devoted to the
issue of the transformation of technical education in
the Soviet era. Most often, you can find short refer-
ences on the websites of current technical institutions
of Ukrainian higher education in the sections about
their history. They usually describe only the Soviet,
so-called, "improvement" of the work of scientific
and pedagogical personnel, "revision" of educational
programs, creation of methodical councils, limita-
tion of the library fund, lack of educational literature,
distorted forms of the "struggle against cosmopoli-
tanism", etc. They lack an analysis of the implemen-
tation practices of the colonial Soviet educational sys-
tem. Instead, only numerous changes of the official
name of Kyiv Polytechnic University directly testify
to such a practice. Assigning universities the names
of party figures who were implementing the Soviet
system on Ukrainian lands, or commemorating the
anniversaries of memorable dates connected exclu-
sively with Soviet history, under the simple-minded
idea "for success in training of qualified personnel
and development of science" are examples of colo-

IcTopis

...............................................................................

nial labeling of educational space (Zerkalov, 2012,
pp. 68-74). Researchers of the history of science
and technology of Ukraine claim that the strategy of
implementation of scientific and technical moderni-
zation on the territory of the Ukrainian SSR indicates
a colonial approach. For example, in the early 80s
of the 20th century. on the territory of the Ukrain-
ian SSR, about 40% of all nuclear power reactors
of the entire USSR were located — these are Chor-
nobylska, Khmelnytska, Rivnenska, Zaporizka, and
Pivdenno-Ukrainska. The vast majority of commis-
sioned power plants were intended for energy supply
of consumers in Eastern European countries and were
built in the Dnipro's and Pivdennyi Buh's basins.
With their appearance, there was a shortage of water
resources in Ukraine itself. According to scientists, up
to 6 cubic kilometers annually (Biesov, 2004, p. 306).

Only occasionally in the biographies of the Soviet
technical intelligentsia can one find a brief com-
ment about the pressure exerted on them personally
or on their scientific researches by military or party
departments of the USSR. However, explanations
for this pressure were sought only in the area of their
so-called excessive independence. There are few
studies describing the resistance of students of the
Lviv Polytechnic National University to the Soviet
educational system and repression they suffered from
the NKVD authorities (Levyk, 2017, pp. 79-80).

The purpose of the proposed article is to demon-
strate the colonial practices of Soviet technical edu-
cation on example of the Lviv Polytechnic. Several
tasks are proposed for its implementation. First of
all, it is an analysis of the sovietization process of a
technical educational institution and identification of
characteristic features of the Soviet model of techni-
cal education colonial strategy. The sources of this
publication are published archival documents, publi-
cations of periodicals.

The main material. Form and content of higher
technical education were of particular importance
for the Soviet project of modernization of the region.
According to the published documents, already from
the end of 1939, educational process in Lviv uni-
versities was replanned in accordance with the cur-
ricula of other higher educational institutions of the
Ukrainian SSR. Marking of the educational space
by the Soviet leadership began with renaming of
the educational institution Lviv Polytechnic to Lviv
Polytechnic Institute. In 1978, the full name of the
university was Lviv Order of Lenin Polytechnic Insti-
tute of the Lenin Komsomol. Its mission in the Soviet
concept was to "forge" technical personnel for the
entire USSR. In December 1939, the first enrolment
of students to the Soviet already higher technical edu-

6 AxTyaspHi mMTaHHS TyMaHiTapHUX HayK. Bum 67, tom 1, 2023



Baranovska N, Hodovanska O. Sovietization of higher technical education: case of the Lviv Polytechnic Institute

...............................................................................

cational institution was completed. Training began
at six faculties: energy and mechanical engineering,
electrical engineering, chemical technology, archi-
tecture and construction, road and water engineering,
and agriculture. 728 people were enrolled as students
(Soviet Lviv, 1956, pp. 140-141). In 1940, the se-
venth faculty was organized — forestry. Seventy-nine
departments with 395 teachers worked at the institute.
The educational institution was financed from the
state budget of the USSR. In 1940 on the first course
of Lviv Polytechnic Institute, were already 50% of
Ukrainian students from the total number of first-year
students. In contrast, in December 1939, there were
only 12.9% of them (Kovaluk, 1993, p. 5). This testi-
fies to the high demand for higher technical education
among local Ukrainians.

Implementation of the Soviet model in technical
education was carried out with the help of lecturers,
primarily from the Russian SFSR and the eastern
regions of the USSR. Under the Soviet model refers to
introduction of a course system of education, exami-
nation sessions, compulsory attendance at lectures
and practical classes, and change of all educational
programs in accordance with all-Union requirements.
An obligatory element of the educational process
was a work of the newly created department of the
foundations of Marxism—Leninism, which was given
one of the priority roles in the educational system of
higher education institutions. The Nazi occupation of
the city interrupted the process of Sovietization of the
region's educational system.

In 1944, after coming again of Soviet power, the
reformation of the Lviv Polytechnic Institute contin-
ued. All seven faculties and eighty departments, cre-
ated in 1939-1941, resumed work. 600 people were
enrolled in the first course in 1944. These were young
people from Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa, Donbas, Dnipro-
petrovsk, Moscow and Novosybirsk. (Soviet Lviv,
1956, p. 242). The Soviet leadership of the institute
paid attention to the difficult living and working con-
ditions of students, lecturers and employees of the
university. In order to solve them, institute dining hall
was opened and its continuous work was established,
student dormitories were equipped with the neces-
sary household furniture and appliances. In June
1944, an "auxiliary" (auxiliary) farm with a land area
of 90 hectares was organized for the purpose of an
additional and stable supply of food products for the
institute canteen.

Throughout the second half of the 20th century,
the Soviet authorities changed higher technical edu-
cation, ultimately achieving the ideological subjuga-
tion of technical sciences. This was facilitated by the
introduction and teaching of the educational course
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"Fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism" based on the
textbook on the history of the All-Union Communist
Party (Bolsheviks), published for the first time in
1938 under the title "Short course of the history of the
Central Committee of the VKP(b)", and expansion of
work of the department "Fundamentals of Marxism—
Leninism". In the first post-war year, it was headed
by Professor Viktor Makeiev, who was assigned to
work according to the so-called "passport of the Cen-
tral Committee of the VKP(b)". At that time, only
eight people worked at the department. In the future,
the heads of the department were appointed on the
basis of the decision of the Regional Committee of
the CPSU, and then approved by the relevant Union
Ministry. Thus, Vsevolod Astafiev, who headed the
department after Viktor Makeiev in 1946—1953, was
directed from the post of head of a similar depart-
ment at the Siberian Metallurgical Institute. Later, he
was fired due to a conflict with Mykola Maksymov-
ich —rector of the institute. The directions of scientific
research conducted by the department were focused
exclusively on the role and significance of the "CPSU
in the struggle for implementation of the Leninist-Sta-
linist national policy". With the increase of the num-
ber of students at polytechnic institute, the number of
employees of the department grew. In 1948, eleven
teachers worked at the department, three of them
were part-time workers from the Regional Commit-
tee of the CPSU. And in 1950-1951 seventeen peo-
ple worked at the department, including one associate
professor. Also, one candidate of historical sciences —
Havrilo Vakulenko, who defended his dissertation on
July 1, 1950 at Kyiv University — already worked at
the department. At that time, Volodymyr Chuhaiov —
the future doctor of historical sciences and rector of
Ivan Franko Lviv State University in 1981-1990 —
began working as an assistant at the department (Ter-
skyi, 2014, p. 3).

In the first post—war years, the main task of educa-
tional process was training of technical personnel for
reconstruction of a region and integration of Western
Ukrainian territories into the economic system of the
USSR. The academics of the university were tasked
with providing scientific and technical support for
the development of industry in the western regions
of the USSR, and contributing to the transformation
of Lviv into a powerful industrial center of the Soviet
Union in accordance with the adopted Stalin's five—
year plan for the reconstruction and development of
the national household of the USSR. Senior inspector
of the Main Department of Polytechnic Universities
of the USSR's Ministry of Higher Education empha-
sized that the variety of specialties at Lviv Polytechnic
Institute, large number of students, their multinational
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composition, territorial location of the university in
the far west of the USSR are prerequisite for the fact
that the institute can be "a powerful breeding ground
for highly qualified specialists who will raise our
national economy to an even greater level" (Soviet
student, 1949, no. 3 (91), 20 January). Scientific and
technical support provided by university teachers to
local industrial enterprises consisted in consulting in
solving important technical tasks or in reconstruction
of individual production facilities. Thus, the lecturers
of the Department of Materials Technology advised
the workers of the rebar plant on issues of heating
and casting technology. At the Lviv Plant "Teplokon-
trol", that was renamed on "Lviv Plant of Electrical
Measuring Instruments" in 1968, the Department of
Electromechanical Instruments established produc-
tion of the new devices of a high accuracy class. The
Department of Organic Chemistry has developed a
new method of production of decorative paints for
the Lviv Paint and Varnish Plant. Experimental work
on the implementation of methods for determining
thermal conductivity was carried out at the institute
to assist in the work of the Lviv Power Plant. The
process of rational use of gas and reduction of its
costs was also improved at then Ukrnafta oil industry
associations. Methods were introduced to make the
oil extraction process cheaper (Soviet student, 1949,
no. 6 (94), 24 February).

During the Soviet period, the polytechnic institute
introduced annual practical training or internship,
which was called "production practice". University
students gained practical experience at the largest
enterprises of the USSR — the Kharkiv Turbogen-
erator Plant, the Dnipro Hydroelectric Station, and
others. According to the Soviet model of education,
this practice was one of the main elements for for-
mation of the future technical elite — the Soviet engi-
neer — the "commander of socialist construction".
A scientific course on the organization of production
was also compulsory for students in the last year of
study, in which special attention was paid to the tasks
of socialist organization of production process. This
training course was supposed to help students under-
stand that there is a socialist organization of produc-
tion and "there is an overfulfillment of norms and
early completion of the production program" (Soviet
student, 1949, no. 5 (93), 17 February).

In the late 40s of the 20th century to mark the first
successes of sovietization, polytechnic institute was
awarded a certificate of honor from the Department of
Higher Education under the Council of Ministers of
the Ukrainian SSR with the award of a transitional Red
Banner of the regional committee of the union of higher
education workers "for implementation of decisions of
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the party and the government" (Soviet student, 1949,
no. 3(91), 20 January). Since 1948, it has been one
of the so-called "advanced universities" of the USSR.

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, a chain of
research laboratories was created at Lviv Polytech-
nic Institute. They performed scientific and research
work at the expense of the state order and individual
industrial enterprises. In addition, "closed" depart-
ments were formed in the institute, that worked for
the military industry of the USSR, where they imple-
mented a number of projects aimed at military needs
and developments for the space industry. In 1967,
scientific research was carried out on fifty—eight spe-
cialties and directions — energy engineering, radio
engineering, mechanical engineering, geodesy, con-
struction, chemical and oil industry, etc. According
to the Soviet leadership, research work at polytechnic
institute was aimed at raising the scientific level of
employees and students, solving individual technical,
technological, economic problems that were impor-
tant both for science and for practical application in
household sector of the USSR, in general. Certain
projects were implemented in institute laboratories,
including: complex chemical laboratory for synthesis
of the new materials, laboratory for semiconductor
materials and devices, laboratory for the simultane-
ous electrical energy of direct and alternating current
transmission by common transmission lines, and oth-
ers. Important and complex work was carried out by
the research laboratory for the study of atmospheric
effects on geodetic measurements under the leadership
of Professor M. Myhal. Scientific studies of influence
of earth's atmosphere on the results of geodetic meas-
urements were conducted. Scientific and technical
researches of the scientists and students of the insti-
tute were mostly aimed at improving and expanding
the military and industrial potential of the USSR.

At the same time, ideologization of technical edu-
cation continued. Since the 1956 until 1957 academic
year, instead of the "Fundamentals of Marxism—Len-
inism" course, three independent subjects — the his-
tory of the CPSU, political economy, dialectical and
historical materialism — were introduced as manda-
tory for all students in the higher technical educa-
tional institutions of the USSR. Therefore, in 1957,
the Department of Fundamentals of Marxism—Lenin-
ism of the Lviv Polytechnic Institute was renamed on
the Department of History of the CPSU. At that time,
fifteen people worked on it. During 1960-1962, the
department was headed by Hryhorii Lomov, graduate
of Kharkiv University, associate professor, candidate
of historical sciences. Before that, he headed the Lviv
Pedagogical Institute, and in 1962—1966 he was the
rector of the restored Kharkiv State Pedagogical Insti-
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tute named after Hryhorii Skovoroda. The next head
of the department in 1962—1964 was V. Sulzhenko, a
graduate of the Lviv Order of Lenin Ivan Franko State
University, associate professor, candidate of historical
sciences. The following heads of the department went
through a similar path, through postgraduate study
and dissertation defense at Lviv University: Hryhorii
Tambovtsev — head of the department in 1965-1969,
and Ivan Mykhailovskyi — head of the department in
1969-1985 (Terskyi, 2014, pp. 2-3). Employees of
the Department of CPSU's History played an impor-
tant role in the process of sovietization of the Lviv
Polytechnic Institute. They were responsible for the
ideological education of students, formation of mate-
rialistic worldview, and organization of the so-called
"ideologically saturated" student life. Employees of
the department had reduced teaching load in order to
prepare effectively their lecture materials on the prac-
tice of socialist construction. They attended one-year
training courses at Taras Shevchenko Kyiv State Uni-
versity. Such courses were organized for teachers of
higher educational institutions of the USSR by party
leaders. One-month courses were held in Moscow
for all heads of departments of history of the CPSU.
In order to accelerate the training of post—graduate
students of social sciences, groups were created at
Higher Party School under the Central Committee
of the VKP(b), whose students had to prepare and
defend a candidate's thesis within one to one and a
half years (Shudryk, 2014, p. 147). For students of all
specialities, compulsory readings of lectures on the
history of the VKP(b), history of the USSR, philoso-
phy, so-called "political economy", issues of foreign
and domestic policy of the Soviet Union, etc. were
held. (Soviet student, 1949, no. 2 (90), 13 January).
Students had to study and annotate the works of
Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin. And all in order to
achieve the so-called "excellent mastery of the basics
of Marxist—Leninist science." Without the ideologi-
cal communist component, according to the Soviet
authorities, the students of the polytechnic institute
could not become highly qualified technical special-
ists (Soviet student, 1949, no. 4 (92), 10 February).
Work of the branch of Marxism—Leninism
Evening University was one of the sovietization ele-
ments of polytechnic institute. His listeners were a
significant number of teaching and professorial staff
of the university. The Communist Party Bureau made
a decision to create a system of monitoring studies,
attendance of students and the work of teachers. The
leadership of faculty party organizations inspected
the entire so-called "educational" process. It listened
to the reports of the communists about the course of
study, acquisition of material and degree of prepara-

ISSN 2308-4855 (Print), ISSN 2308-4863 (Online)

...............................................................................

tion for the examinations of students and teachers.
Lack of the necessary amount of literature on the
course of dialectical and historical materialism in
the institute's library, as well as works lobbied by the
Soviet authorities by the "classics" of Russian philos-
ophy: Beliynskyi, Herzen, Chernyshevskyi, Dobroli-
ubov was recognized as an significant shortcoming
in work of the branch of Marxism-Leninism evening
university at one of the party's bureau's of polytechnic
institute meetings (Soviet student, 1949, no. 4 (92),
10 February).

A further element of the Sovietization of entire
educational process was introduction of the so-called
"imitation of best practices" and excursion visits to the
centers of the Soviet metropolis. First of all, Moscow,
Leningrad, Kyiv and other cities. In archival docu-
ments, you can find numerous reports that in order
to familiarize students and lecturers of higher educa-
tional institutions of the western regions of the USSR
with the main industrial and cultural centers of the
Soviet Union, the Council of Ministers of the USSR
and the Central Committee of the CP(B) of Ukraine
facilitate the organization of such excursions during
the summer holidays. They were carried out along a
fixed route — Lviv—Kyiv—Leningrad or Lviv—Kyiv—
Moscow, or Lviv—Kyiv—Kharkiv, Lviv—Kyiv—Stalino
(today the Donetsk city), or Lviv—Kyiv—Zaporizhia—
Odesa. The best second—, third—, and fourth—year
students, professors, and teachers, exclusively from
the local population, were selected to participate in
cultural and ideological excursions. These persons
were supposed to demonstrate the highest indicators
of educational and public work. Excursions to Mos-
cow included a mandatory visit to Red Square and the
Mausoleum of Volodymyr Lenin.

Conclusions. Having occupied the territory of
Eastern Halychyna in September 1939, the Soviet
leadership was interested in the fastest and widest
possible implementation of the Soviet models of
higher education in a region. The Soviet totalitarian
regime saw higher technical education in Lviv — the
historical capital of Halychyna, one of the important
ideological and educational methods of establishing
the communist system on western Ukrainian lands.
Therefore, the process of forced implementation of
the principles and rules of educational life, character-
istic for the Soviet totalitarian state, was launched in
the Lviv Polytechnic, which was reorganized into the
Lviv Polytechnic Institute. Sovietization was most
intense in 1939-1941 and in the first post—war years.
At the same time, it did not stop throughout the sec-
ond half of the 20th century, before the collapse of the
USSR, testifying to the lack of alternatives, categori-
calness and determination in implementation of vari-
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ous elements of the Soviet model of technical educa-
tion. One of its features was the so-called borrowing
of "best practices" and sightseeing visits to the centers
of the Soviet metropolis, creation and operation of the
Department of Marxism's—Leninism's Basics (later
the history of the CPSU), teaching of compulsory
subjects for all students: history of the CPSU, polit-
ical economy, dialectical and historical materialism.
This contributed to the communist ideological sub-

IcTopis
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jugation of technical sciences. And time—consuming
and numerous discussions about "science on service
of socialism", "Marxist—Leninist foundations" of sci-
entific projects, significantly limited the Lviv Poly-
technic Institute's development of academic life,
and significantly complicated scientific and teaching
work. It was a kind of the technical educational space
marking, typical for colonial practices in building
relations between the center and its periphery.
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