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THE ROLE OF AI IN COMPLETING WRITING TASKS
BY UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

In the era of advancing technology, Artificial Intelligence (Al) has emerged as a powerful tool, revolutionizing various
facets of education, thus the role of Al in education is highly debated and discussed by many scholars. While Al aids in
solving problems, serves as a time-saving tool, and helps to generate ideas, its role in completing writing tasks among stu-
dents of higher educational institutions remains a topic of debate. This study explores the expediency of assigning writing
tasks to students in online education settings and as homework or test components, while also examining the reasons and
results of copying Al-generated texts. The paper presents a critical literature review of similar studies and evaluates the
perspectives of students and educators on the integration of Al into writing tasks. A questionnaire survey was conducted
among students of technical specialities at Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, focusing on their usage of Al for
writing tasks and their perceptions of its impact on language learning. Results indicate a significant reliance on Al tools
Jfor completing writing tasks, with ChatGPT 4.0 emerging as the preferred platform among students. While most students
read and edit AI-generated compositions before submission, concerns regarding plagiarism, academic integrity and the
loss of independent research skills were voiced. Furthermore, students cited lack of time and desire to complete writing
tasks as primary reasons for using Al, highlighting the need for engaging and interactive writing activities in educational
settings. The present paper suggests some practical activities, which can complement writing tasks to make them more
interesting and engaging, in order to avoid boredom and total plagiarism, increase students’ motivation to upgrade their
writing skills, moreover, the study underscores the importance of fostering critical thinking and highlights the need to do
self-reflection among students to discern appropriate usage of Al in education. Overall, the findings suggest a nuanced
approach towards integrating Al into writing tasks, emphasizing the importance of maintaining academic integrity and
promoting meaningful learning experiences.

Key words: Al in education, practical writing tasks, academic integrity, language learning efficiency.
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POJIb 11 Y BUKOHAHHI 3ABIAHb HA IIMCBbMO CTYAEHTAMM BH3

B enoxy possumxy mexnonozciu [Lmyunuu Inmenexm (L) sucmynae ax nomyschuti iHCmpymeHm, wjo 3HAYHOIO
MIpOI 8NAUBAE HA PI3HI ACNEKMU OC8imuU, MOMY 1020 PONb HAPA3i € NUMAHHAM 014 002080peHb ma OUCKYCili ceped
ocgimsan ma oocnionuxis. Xoua LI oonomaeace y upivienui npoonem, Crysucumsp K 3acib ekoHoMii yacy, 0onomazae eeme-
pyeamu ioei, 1020 poib y GUKOHAHHI came NUCEMHUX 3A80alb ceped CMYyOeHMI 3aKAA0i8 GUWOT 0CBIMU 3ANUUAEMbCS
npedmemom 0ebamis. ¥ ybomy 00CHiOdNCeHHT 062060PHOEMBCA OOYLTbHICMb GUKOHAHHS 3A60AHb HA NUCLMO CMYOeHMA-
mu 3BO 6 ymosax onnaiin-ocgimu, 6 AKocmi 0OMAWHIX 3060aHb AO0 AK KOMROHEHMI8 MeCMySaHHsl, a MAaKodiC NPUYUHU
ma HAciOKu KoniroeanHs mekcmie, 3eeneposanux L. B cmammi npedcmagnenuil KpumuyHull aHaiz timepamypu, ma
pe3yIbmamu ONUMy8anHs, sIKi GUCBIMIIOIOMb NO2IA0U cmyOenmie Ha inmezpayiio LI 6 nucemui 3a60anns. bByno npose-
0eHo aHKemy8anHs ceped cmyOoenmie mexHiuHux cneyianvrocmeti ¢ Kuiscokomy nonimexuiunomy incmumymi imeni leops
Cixopcwrozo, sike gpoxycysanocs na ix euxopucmannui LI 013 ukonanns nucemMHux 3a60anb ma ix CRpUUHAMMI 6NAUGY
LI na euguenns inozemHoi mosu. Pezynomamu nokazyomos 3HAUHY 3a1eXCHICIb cmyoenmis 610 incmpymenmie LI Ons
BUKOHAHHA nuceMHux 3a60ans, npuiomy ChatGPT 4.0 suasnaemvca Halbinbul NONYIAPHOI NAAM@POPMOIO ceped Chiy-
Oenmis. Xoua binvwicms cmyoeHmis uumaroms ma peoazytoms cmeopeni LIl mexcmu neped mum, 5K 30amu pobomy,
8ce Jic ICHYE nesHe 3aHeNOKOEHHS U000 NUMAHb NOB A3AHUX 3 NIA2IAMOM, AKAOEeMIYHOI0 O0OPOYECHICINIO MA MOXCIUBIC-
Mo empamu He3anexicHuUx OOCTiOHUYbKUX Hagu4ok. Kpiv mozo, cmyoenmu Hasueaoms 8i0Cymuicms 4acy ma 6axcauHs
3a6epuumu NUCemMHi 3a80aHHsL SIK OCHOGHI npudunu eukopucmanns LI, niokpecioioyu nompeby 6 yikasux ma inmep-
AKMUBHUX NUCEMHUX 3A60AHHSX 8 OCBIMHIX 3aKaAadax. Y yiil cmammi 3anponoHo8ano npakmudti 3a60anHs, SIKI MOJNCYMb
00NOBHUMU NUCEMHI, ma 3pobumu ix YiKagiumuMu, npUEAOIUBIUUMY, YHUKHYMU NOGHULL Na2iam, a Mmakoic niosuuumu
MOmMuUBayiro cmyoenmie nokpawumu coi Hasuuxu 3 nucoma. Kpim moeo, y docniosxcenni niokpeciioemocs 6axciugicmes
PO36UMKY KDUMUYHO20 MUCTIEHHS Ma HeoOXiOHicmb camopeghiiekcii ceped cnyoenmi 05l pO3PIi3HEHHA HANEHCHO20 GUKO-
pucmanns LI 6 oceimi. Y yinomy pe3yriomamu 6Ka3yiomsv Ha HeoOXIOHICMb OOMPUMAHHS BUBAICEHO20 NI0X00Y 00 iHme-
epayii LI 6 nucemui 3a60amnHs1, NIOKPeCTIOOUU BANCTUBICMb 30E€PENCEHHSL AKA0EMIUHOT 000POUeCHOCMI Ma OOYilbHOCMI
BUKOHAHHSL MO20 YU THULO20 3A60ANHSI.

Knrouoei cnosa: L1 6 oceimi, npakmuyni nucbMo8i 3a60aHHs, AKA0eMiuHa 00OPOUeCHICMb, eheKmMUBHICIb GUGUEHHS
iHO3eMHOI MOBU.

Problem statement. With the development
of information technologies, neural networks in
particular, Artificial intelligence (Al) emerged as a
powerful problem-solving and time-saving method,
which is now widely used to complete various
educational tasks. Students of technical specialities
stated that AI tools cannot be reliable ways of
completing tasks on such subjects as Physics, Higher
Mathematics, Engineering, etc., but still, they can
serve to write articles, essays, compositions and other

types of writing tasks. Taking into consideration
this fact, there arises a question of expediency
of suggesting students perform writing tasks as
homework or tests when studying online. Also, the
ways of getting any use from copying Al-generated
texts should be analysed.

Analysis of research and publications. The role
of Al in education in general is discussed by many
scholars nowadays since it is a highly contradictable
question. Some express arguments in favour of
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utilizing Al tools to study, for instance, K.G. Srinivasa,
et al. regard new technologies as opportunities to
expand educational settings for learning both inside
and outside of the traditional classroom but state that
it also requires financial investment in all educational
levels (Srinivasa et al., 2022: 311). In their work they
focus on the benefits Al can bring to educators, which
areundoubted, since using different platforms and tools
significantly simplifies ways of developing tasks for
students, checking students’ assignments, providing
feedback, etc. Based on their study conducted
involving English language learners, Kunyang Qu
and Xuande Wu revealed positive aspects of using Al,
Chat GPT in particular. The scholars highlighted the
increase in students’ enthusiasm and engagement and,
the positive impact on developing written and oral
skills (Qu, Wu, 2024). Alex Guilherme also supports
“technological inclusion” as a factor that can benefit
education but requires changing the educational
context (Guilherme, 2019). Joel C. Meniado supports
the idea of using Al to enhance the quality simplify
teaching and assessment, and increase students’
productivity but at the same time expresses concerns
connected with academic integrity, information
accuracy and security (Meniado, 2023).

Pawetl Cabata et al. consider also focused their
study on the utilization of ChatGPT, and conducted a
questionnaire survey aimed at finding out the opinion
of students about the possibility of using the ChatGPT
platform in solving specific decision-making
problems. The result of their study demonstrated that
the majority of surveyed students have a positive
attitude toward using the ChatGPT system in classes
(Cabata et al, 2023). However, there were different
opinions on the answers to the open question. On
the one hand, the benefits of using it as a learning
support tool were noted, for example, facilitating
information retrieval, paraphrasing text or creating
work plans. On the other hand, there were concerns
about the possibility of plagiarism, as well as the risk
of students losing the ability to search for information
reliably and efficiently. Kunyang Qu and Xuande
Wu, also regard Al platforms as valuable tools for
computer-assisted language learning (CALL), but
they also express concern that there remains limited
understanding regarding the adoption of Al chatbots,
specifically within the context of the English language
(Qu, Wu, 2024).

The objective of the present paper is to identify the
expediency of giving students of higher educational
institutions writing tasks within the frames of online
education and as home assignments, parts of tests,
etc., and based on the questionnaire results suggest
complementing the writing tasks with activities aimed
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at developing writing and overall students’ language
proficiency skills.

The present research was completed using the
methods of observation, critical analysis of literature
and conducting a questionnaire among students of
Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, who study
Math, Physics and Engineering.

Results and discussion. As was already
mentioned, Al nowadays is an integral part of
completing writing tasks, providing us with a variety
of ideas on its use, starting from simple tasks such as
proofreading, text polishing, highlighting keywords,
and finishing with getting the work done without any
human participation.

To identify the number of students who prefer using
Al to complete writing tasks without any participation,
we surveyed the students of two faculties: Physics and
Math and Mechanical Engineering at Igor Sikorsky
Kyiv Polytechnic Institute. In total, 66 students took
part in the questionnaire, aged 18-27. Most of them
are 20 years old — 36 people (54.5%), 3 students aged
18 (4.5%), 12 students — 19 yr. (12.2%), 12 — 21 yr.
(12.2%) and 3 students aged 27 (4.5%), 39 (59.1%) of
them are male and 27 (40.9%) are female. The focus
group was suggested to give answers to the following
questions:

1. Do you use Al tools to complete English
writing tasks? (Suggested answer options: yes, no,
sometimes).

2. In case you use Al tools to complete writing
tasks, which ones? (They had to fill in their short
answer).

3. Do you read the composition/essay/paragraph
the Al-generated for you? (Suggested answer options:
yes, no, not always).

4. Do you edit the composition/essay/paragraph
the Al-generated for you? (Suggested answer options:
yes, no, not always).

5. Do you translate the new words (if there are
any) from an Al-generated writing piece? (Suggested
answer options: yes, no, sometimes).

6. What do you think is the main reason for
students to use Al tools for completing writing tasks?
(Suggested answer options: lack of knowledge, desire
to boost academic performance, lack of time, lack of
desire to write something, the desire to complete the
task with higher quality and other, where students
were free to write their replies.

7. Do you think it is a good trend that more and
more students use Al to complete writing tasks?
(Suggested answer options yes, no, not sure, other).

8. Do you think Al positively influences the
language learning process? (Suggested answer
options yes, no, not sure, other).
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The results of the mentioned questionnaire are the
following:

1) 59.1% of students stated that they sometimes
use Al to complete writing tasks, 27.3% deny using
Al and 13.6% confessed using Al to complete writing
tasks. This result doesn’t fully correlate with teachers’
observations, which indicate a bigger percentage of
students who just copy and paste ready-generated
texts.

2) Among the tools mentioned ChatGPT
4.0 (59 responses), Bard (2 responses), Gemini
(2 responses), and Grammarly (1 response). That is,
we can conclude that so far ChatGPT remains to be
one of the most popular among students, the possible
reasons for it to be highly used are its affordability,
accessibility, and simplicity of usage.

3) 77.3% of the students admitted that they read
the generated piece of writing before submitting it,
18.2% stated that they do not always read it, and
4.5% confessed that they never read ready-generated
texts. As we can see, the majority at least read their
completed assignments before submitting them,
and this indicates that even if they do not complete
writing as they are supposed to, they still can upgrade
their reading skills.

4.72.7% of the respondents claimed that they edited
the composition/essay/paragraph the Al-generated,
22.7% stated that they do not always do that and only
4.5% responded that they never edit. This also can
indicate a good trend, since editing requires reading
comprehension skills and critical thinking skills as
minimum.

5. 68.2% responded that they translate the new
words (if there are any) from Al-generated writing
pieces, 18.2% said they did not and 13.3% chose the
option sometimes. Since the majority translates, this
indicates they are interested in the new vocabulary
items and might mean their motivation to comprehend
their writing pieces.

6. Regarding the reasons for using Al tools
for completing writing tasks, the majority choose
2 options: lack of desire to write something (28.6%
of respondents) and lack of time, the same amount
(28.6%). The second largest reason was the desire
to complete the task with a higher quality. The other
options were chosen by one student each, that is:
lack of knowledge (4.8%), desire to boost academic
performance (4.8%), and other options were as
follows: a set of different factors, using Al as a
translator, proofreading, checking if the composed
sentence is clear and makes sense, to avoid boredom
when completing writing task, to complete the task
if it seems higher then particular student’s level of
language proficiency. Based on these results, we can
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conclude that writing tasks are not students’ favourite
activity and tomake them more engaging and enjoyable
there should be suggested interesting activities. For
instance, students can be provided with intriguing
story starters, or writing prompts to provoke their
imagination and train creativity. The other option is to
suggest students problem-solving tasks, for example,
a game “Consequences”, where each student writes
a sentence or paragraph of a story, and the rest of
the group should suggest a story ending. This can be
complemented with competition for the best story.
Also, it would be valuable to connect writing tasks
to real-world issues, events, or experiences relevant
to students’ lives, which might encourage them to
explore topics they are passionate about, such as social
justice, environmental sustainability, or personal
reflections. Moreover, students should understand,
that teachers can instantly identify if the text was
generated by Al since Al-generated works have
certain structures, sophisticated sentence-building
techniques and very extensive vocabulary. Thus the
good idea is to organise peer review sessions where
students can share their work, receive feedback, and
collaborate with peers, having the chance to observe
themselves from the teachers’ view. This activity can
also encourage constructive criticism, peer editing,
and supportive feedback.

7. 59.1% of the students are not sure if it is a
good trend that more and more students are using
Al to complete writing tasks, 13.6% are pro, and
the same amount are against it. There were also
several replies in the category of “other”, one
student stated that it strongly depends on the
student’s intentions if Al is used to check yourself
and help to understand mistakes, but if the work
is completed purely by Al. If a student does not
even bother checking, then it is a negative trend.
Another student admitted that educators should
teach the students to use Al appropriately, setting
clear goals for some particular tasks to avoid
breaking academic integrity and plagiarism. One
more student commented that if students analyse
the Al text, try to improve it, learn new words and
speech patterns, and use the Al in conjunction with
a translator and dictionary, this is a good thing
because the student will learn new words and
visually see an example of their use. Otherwise, it
is a bad trend. To summarise this section, it should
be stated that we can agree that students need to
self-reflect and understand their goals if they just
need to complete the task because it is required
or they want to upgrade their writing skills. And
depending on this analysis they should choose their
strategies of using Al in education in general.
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8. Regarding AI’s positive versus negative
influence on the language learning process, 40.9%
expressed a positive attitude, 40.9% were not sure
and only 13.6% were strongly against it. Also, one
student answered that it depends on a person.

Conclusion. The integration of Artificial
Intelligence (Al) into writing tasks among students
of higher educational institutions presents both
opportunities and challenges. While Al tools
offer efficiency and convenience, they also raise
concerns regarding academic integrity, plagiarism,
and the erosion of critical thinking skills. The
findings of this study highlight the prevalent use

...............................................................................

of Al among students for completing writing tasks,
driven primarily by factors such as lack of time and
motivation. However, educators must recognize
the need for balanced and ethical utilization of
Al in education. Engaging and interactive writing
activities can play a vital role in addressing
students’ reliance on Al tools and fostering a
deeper understanding of language proficiency.
By providing students with opportunities for
creative expression, critical analysis, and peer
collaboration, educators can promote meaningful
learning experiences and empower students to
develop essential writing skills.
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