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FLUENCY AND ACCURACY IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

Teaching English to university students requires a balance between fluency and accuracy. Both aspects are crucial for
effective communication, but they serve slightly different purposes and should be addressed appropriately in a university-
level English course. The paper explores the importance of accuracy and fluency in teaching and learning English and
emphasises they are both essential components of mastering a foreign language. Teaching both accuracy and fluency
requires a structured approach that addresses students’ academic needs and prepares them for real-world communication.

Within the scope of this paper, we focus on effective strategies for promoting and integrating fluency and accuracy
in English language classrooms. Fluency and accuracy in language teaching are important since they complement each
other. We believe it is necessary to foster fluency and accuracy in English language classrooms that result in higher
levels of communicative competence. These two aspects help learners become effective communicators who can express
themselves clearly and confidently while adhering to the linguistic norms of the language. The paper aims to provide
the best ideas and effective practices to be implemented in an English language classroom: using authentic materials,
providing constructive feedback, integrating task-based learning, and encouraging peer collaboration. The responsibility
of every teacher is to develop a balanced and structured approach when every student gets a chance to work on fluency
and accuracy. The teacher should provide constructive feedback that addresses both accuracy and fluency. By balancing
the development of accuracy and fluency in English, university students can effectively communicate in academic settings
and beyond, preparing them for future academic success and professional endeavours.
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IJIABHICTb MOBJIEHHS TA TIPABUJIBHICTH MOBJIEHHS
Y BUKJIAJAHHI AHIVIIMCBKOI MOBH

Buxnaoanns aneniticoxoi mogu 01 cmyoenmig yHisepcumemy sumazae OANancy midxc niasHicmio mognenns (fluency)
ma npagunbHicmio moeienus (accuracy). Obuosa acnekmu Maoms eupiulanbHe 3HaYeHHs 0/ epeKmueHoi KOMyHiKayii,
npome CaysHcamov 0ewo PisHUM YiIAM i MAlOMmb HAAEHCHUM YUHOM PO32A0AMUCS 8 KYPCI AH2TIUCbKOI MOBU HA YHIsepCU-
memcvoKoMy pieHi. Y cmammi 00CiONCYEMbCs BANCTUBICMb NPABULLHOCIE MOGLEHHS A NAAGHOCTE MOGILEHHSL Y GUKLA-
O0anHi ma eueUeHHI aneniticbkoi MO8U i NIOKPecIoeEmucs, Wo 06u08a acnekmu € 8adCIUSUMU KOMHOHEHMAMU 080N00IHHA
iHO3eMH010 M0BOI0. Hasuanns sax npasuibHoCmi MOGLEHHS, MAK | NIA6HOCMI MOGNIEHHSL BUMALAE CMPYKMYPOBAHO20 NiO-
X00y, KUl 8i0N0GI0A€E aKadeMiyHUM nompedam cnmyoenmie i 20Mmye ix 00 CNiIKY8aAHHA 8 PealbHOMY CEimi.

Y pamxax yiei cmammi mu 30cepedocyemocs Ha epekmusHUX Cmpameziax CAPUAHHA ma iHmezpayii niagHocmi ma
NPAsUILHOCI MOGNIEHHA HA 3AHAMMAX aneniticbkoi Mogu. IInasnicme ma npasuibHiCmb MOGIEHHA Y SUKIAOAHH] MOBU
8AXCTIUBI, OCKINLKU 60HU OONOBHIOOMb 00HA 00HY. Mu 68axcaemo, wo neobXioHo po3eusamu niAeHICMb Ma NPasulsb-
HICIMb MOGNIEHHS HA 3aHAMMAX 3 AH2TTICLKOI MOBU, OCKINbKU Ye CNPUAE NIOBUWEHHIO PI6HA KOMYHIKAMUSHOT KoMNemeHm-
nHocmi. Lli 0sa acnexmu donomazarome cmyOeHmam Cmamu epekmusHUMY KOMYHIKAmMopamu, ki MOJICYMb UCTOGIIO-
8AMUCS YIMKO MA 8NEe8HEeHO, OOMPUMYIOUUCL Hopm Mosu. Cmamms mae Ha Memi Haoamu Haukpawi ioei ma eghekmueHi
NPaKmuKy 0Jisl GNPOBAONCEHHS, HA 3AHAMMAX AHSIUCLKOT MOBU. BUKOPUCTNANHSA A6MEHMUYHUX MAMePIanié, HAOAHH: KOH-
CIMPYKMUBHO20 360POMHO20 38 A3KY, IHMe2payis HA8UanHs HA OCHOBL 3a80alb, 3a0X0UeHHs 00 chisnpayi. Bionosioans-
HICIMb KOHCHO20 BUKNIAOAYA NONAAE 8 MOMY, WoO po3podbumu 30a1AHCOBAHUN I CMPYKMYPOBANUL NIOXI0, KOIU KOXHCEH
CMYyOeHm OMPUMYE MONCTUBICING NONPAYIOBATNU HAO HAAGHICIIO MA MOYHICMIO MO6NeHHA. Buxnaday nosunen nadasamu
KOHCMPYKMUBHUL 360POMHULL 36 S30K, KOMPUIL CHOCYEMBCS K NPASUTLHOCHE MOBNIEHHA MAK I NAA6HOCHI MOBJIEHHS.
36anancosylouu po3eumox NAAGHOCMI MA NPABUILHOCMI MOGLEHHA, CMYOeHmU YHIGepcumemy MoxiCyms eQekmueHo
CRIIKY8AMUCS 8 AKAOEMIUHOMY CEepedosUi Mma no3a 1020 Mexdcamu, wo 20mye ix 00 Maudymmub020 akademitHo2o yCcnixy
ma npogecitinoi disibHoCmi.

Knrwowuosi cnosa: niagnicms MOG1EHHS, NPAGUNLHICHb MOGIEHHA, 360POMHULL 36 A30K, HAGUAHHS AH2NILCLKOI MOGU.
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Introduction. Teaching English to university
students requires a balance between fluency and
accuracy. Both aspects are crucial for effective
communication, but they serve slightly different
purposes and should be addressed appropriately in
a university-level English course. Teaching both
accuracy and fluency requires a structured approach
that addresses students’ academic needs and prepares
them for real-world communication. By pr

There has been much discussion about these two
aspects in the field of second language acquisition,
with arguments supporting either one or the other.

The purpose of the article is to demonstrate
the importance of accuracy and fluency in teaching
and learning English and emphasise they are both
essential components of mastering a foreign language.
Within the scope of this paper, we focus on effective
strategies for promoting and integrating fluency and
accuracy in English language classrooms. Fluency
and accuracy in language teaching are important since
they complement each other. Accuracy brings fluency
and fluency brings further accuracy (Dincer, 2012).
These two aspects help learners become effective
communicators who can express themselves clearly
and confidently while adhering to the linguistic norms
of the language. By balancing the development of
accuracy and fluency in English, university students
can effectively communicate in academic settings and
beyond, preparing them for future academic success
and professional endeavours.

Main Layout. Accuracy in teaching English refers
to the ability to use correct grammar, vocabulary,
punctuation, and pronunciation when communicating
in the English language. It emphasises producing
language that adheres to the accepted rules and
conventions of the language, resulting in clear and
precise communication. Accuracy involves using the
appropriate verb tenses, sentence structures, word
forms, and word choices to convey thoughts and ideas
accurately.

Inan educational context, accuracy is a fundamental
aspect of language learning and teaching, alongside
fluency. While fluency focuses on the smooth and
natural flow of communication, accuracy ensures
that the content is grammatically correct and free
from errors. Teaching accuracy involves providing
students with explicit instruction on grammar rules,
vocabulary usage, and proper pronunciation. It also
involves giving students opportunities to practice and
apply their knowledge in written and spoken tasks,
while receiving feedback and corrections to improve
their language accuracy over time.

Many English language exams pay a lot of
attention to accurate use of language, and accuracy
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is crucial in written communication such as emails,
reports, essays. Inaccurate writing can lead to
misunderstanding, and can reflect carelessness, a
lack of attention to detail, and general incompetence
(Chong, 2019). Accuracy is the basis of fluency
while fluency is a further improvement of a person’s
linguistic and communicative competence. They
are closely connected and inseparable (Shen, 2013).
English proficiency is defined not only by the level of
fluency but also the level of accuracy. Students can be
pretty fluent in using the language and still make a lot
of mistakes which may lead to misunderstandings in
communication (Chog, 2019).

Fluency refers to the ability to communicate
smoothly and effectively without unnecessary pauses
or hesitations. This involves developing students’
speaking and writing skills to express their thoughts
and ideas coherently. Although there are no widely
agreed-upon definitions of language fluency, it is
often described as the ability to produce language on
demand and be understood. Fluent language users can
access language knowledge and produce language
unconsciously, or spontaneously. They are expected
to produce language in real time without unusual
pauses, false starts, or repetitions, though some of
these are elements of natural speech. The Common
European Framework of Reference (CEFR) for
English language teachers presents a comprehensive
conception of language proficiency and provides
a clear description of range, accuracy, fluency,
interaction, and coherence as qualitative aspects of
spoken language use.

Fluency is a critical aspect of language proficiency
as it reflects a higher level of command of a language.
“Achieving fluency requires practice, exposure to
the language, and ongoing development of language
skills through immersion, conversation, reading, and
writing” (Klingner, 2024). It is highly regarded both
in academic and “real-world” contexts (McCarthy,
2009). Fluency may give you an advantage in the
labour market, as employers are more likely to choose
applicants who demonstrate the best command of the
language. This may lead to better job prospects and
easier access to further education in a foreign country
(McCarthy, 2010).

Here are some strategies to teach fluency:

Speaking skills:

Conduct discussions, debates, group activities and
role-plays that require students to express opinions
and defend arguments. These activities encourage
students to think on their feet and respond quickly,
improving their spoken fluency. Develop fluency
by setting up activities with time limits or in pairs/
groups where students need to react and respond
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spontaneously. Students can simulate real-life
situations like job interview or customer service
interactions in a role-play. Class discussions about
current events or thought-provoking topics encourage
students to express their ideas, actively listen to others,
and engage in meaningful exchanges (Kumar, 2023).

Language Games: Introduce language games that
encourage spontaneous language use, such as word
association, story building, and improvisation. These
games make learning enjoyable and foster linguistic
creativity.

Listening Skills:

Create real-life contexts: incorporate authentic
materials such as videos, podcasts, news articles,
academic lectures and interviews. These materials
expose students to natural language usage and
different accents, helping them become comfortable
with real-world communication. Develop listening
comprehension through activities like note-taking,
summarizing, and discussing main ideas. This
approach enhances students’ fluency while reinforcing
accuracy through exposure to correct language forms.

Reading Skills:

Teach  strategies for  efficient reading
comprehension, such as skimming, scanning, and
inferring meaning from context. Discuss academic
texts to help students understand complex ideas and
arguments.

Writing skills:

Use timed writing tasks to encourage students to
think and write quickly. This can help them overcome
the tendency to overthink and become more confident
in their writing abilities.

Accuracy refers to using correct grammar,
vocabulary, and pronunciation. While fluency focuses
on fluid communication, accuracy ensures that the
communication is clear and precise.

Here is are some strategies to teach accuracy:

Grammar and Syntax:

Provide targeted grammar lessons that address
common mistakes university students make.
Focus on essential grammar rules and structures
that improve writing and speaking accuracy. Give
explicit instruction on grammar rules relevant to
academic writing and speaking. Use exercises such
as gap fills, error correction tasks, rephrasing, and
sentence restructuring to practice grammar in context.
Encourage students to analyse and apply grammar
rules in their own writing and speaking.

Vocabulary Building:

Introduce a variety of vocabulary words and
phrases relevant to academic contexts. Teach
synonyms, antonyms, idiomatic expressions, and
specialized terminology to enhance their language
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repertoire. Teach academic vocabulary relevant to
their field of study. Include strategies for learning and
remembering new vocabulary, such as word maps,
collocations, and contextual usage.

Pronunciation and Intonation:

Focus on clear pronunciation and word stress
patterns important for academic presentations and
discussions. Practice intonation to convey meaning
and emphasize key points in presentations. Incorporate
pronunciation drills and exercises to help students
articulate sounds correctly. Clear pronunciation
improves oral communication and enhances their
overall language proficiency.

Writing Skills:

Introduce academic writing conventions, such as
formal tone, structure (e.g., essays, research papers),
and citing sources. Provide feedback on organization,
coherence, and cohesion in written assignments.
Assign writing tasks and encourage students to
proofread and edit their work for accuracy. This helps
them develop the skill of self-correction, which is
essential for improving their writing quality.

Error Correction and Feedback:

Provide constructive feedback on students’ written
and spoken work, focusing on common errors.
Encourage them to learn from their mistakes and
avoid repeating them.

Harmer stresses the need to make a clear
distinction between accuracy and fluency in feedback
during oral work (2011). During communicative
activities generally, the teachers should not interrupt
students in mid-flow to point out a grammatical,
lexical or pronunciation error, since it interrupts
the communication. Teacher’s intervention in such
circumstances can raise stress levels and stop the
acquisition process. Teachers usually do not correct
errors in fluency-based tasks, such as open-class
discussions, when learners are expected to make
longer and more complex statements and require
more concentration (Harmer, 2007).

The approach that has gained popularity in recent
years and can be beneficial in fluency-based tasks
is delayed error correction. It is a technique used in
teaching English as a second language where the
teacher waits to correct students’ errors until later,
rather than immediately correcting them during class.

Delayed error correction allows for a more natural
flow of communication in the classroom, as it reduces
the number of interruptions and corrections made
during class time. This can help to maintain a posi-
tive and engaging classroom atmosphere, allowing
students to focus on what they are learning. It helps
to maintain the student’s motivation and confidence
while still addressing the error (Lutsiv, Sabat, 2023).
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We believe in a holistic approach where fluency and
accuracy are integrated into English language teaching,
at different stages in the learning process. A lesson could
start with a focus on accuracy through explicit grammar
instruction and drills, followed by fluency-based
activities like role-plays or discussions (Lightbown,
Spada, 2021). Timing and contexts are also crucial in
deciding whether to focus on fluency or accuracy. Early
stages of learning may benefit from accuracy more,
whereas advanced learners might need to shift towards
fluency to polish their communication skills.

To effectively integrate accuracy and fluency in
English language classrooms the teacher should design
activities that incorporate language skills (reading,
writing, listening, speaking) to simulate real-world
tasks, provide constructive feedback that addresses
both accuracy (grammar, vocabulary) and fluency
(clarity, coherence), use authentic texts and multimedia
to expose students to natural language use and
academic discourse, and encourage peer collaboration
and feedback to practice language skills in a supportive
environment. Well-designed peer work allows students
to receive immediate feedback on their performance
which may result in more fluent speech.

...............................................................................

Conclusions.  Teaching  both  accuracy
and fluency in English to university students
requires a balanced approach that addresses their
academic needs and prepares them for real-world
communication. Accuracy is the basis of fluency
while fluency is a further improvement of a person’s
linguistic and communicative competence. They are
closely connected and inseparable Shen, 2013). It is
necessary to foster fluency and accuracy in English
language classrooms that result in higher levels
of communicative competence. The responsibility
of every teacher is to develop a balanced and
structured approach where every student gets a
chance to work on fluency and accuracy. A teacher
needs to design materials according to students’
language proficiency levels and academic goals,
and foster intrinsic motivation by connecting
language learning to students’ academic and
career aspirations. By implementing effective
strategies that promote both fluency and accuracy
and providing constructive feedback, teachers can
create a supportive atmosphere that encourages
students to communicate their ideas without fear of
making mistakes.
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