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THE ROLE OF PRESENTATIONS IN THE LEGAL ENGLISH CLASSROOM

This article examines the potential of presentations as a tool for enhancing language skills and fostering essential
professional competencies in the Legal English classroom. Presentations are a vital component of English for Specific
Purposes (ESP) courses, offering a practical and interactive means for students to apply their language skills in real-
life contexts. It has been established that by engaging in the process of preparing and delivering presentations, students
develop critical thinking, time management and attention to detail, alongside their linguistic abilities. These soft skills,
coupled with enhanced speaking proficiency, are indispensable for future legal professionals navigating the competitive
labour market.

The author explores the multifaceted role of presentations in Legal English lessons, emphasizing their capacity to
motivate learners by bridging the gap between academic learning and professional application. It highlights how students,
through tailoring content for specific audiences and addressing questions, gain experience in real-world communicative
scenarios. Additionally, the article highlights the importance of structuring presentations effectively, designing visually
appealing slides, and adhering to professional standards of delivery.

The study touches upon application of self-assessment tools at the stages of presentation structuring and finalizing
to foster reflective practices among students. These tools enable learners to evaluate their own performance, recognize
strengths, and address areas for improvement. Self-assessment tools, particularly self-checklists, play a crucial role in
guiding students through a structured evaluation of their work, prompting them to assess specific aspects such as content
accuracy, presentation techniques, and slide design. By engaging with these tools, students develop independence and
accountability in their learning process, while also enhancing critical reflection, analytical thinking, and the ability to set
actionable goals for continuous improvement. This comprehensive approach hones future lawyers’ linguistic competence
and professional skills necessary for effective communication and career success.
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POJIb MIPE3EHTAIIII HA 3AHSATTAX 3 IOPUJINYHOI AHIUIIMCHBKOI MOBH

Y ecmammi pozensmymo ocobnusocmi npesenmayii ax incmpymennty 01 600CKOHANEHHA MOSHUX HABUYOK I PO36U-
MKY OCHOGHUX NPOGHeCilinux KOMNemeHmHocmenl Ha 3aHAMmAX 3 npasHuyoi aneniticokoi mosu. Ilpezenmayisn € 6aoic-
JUBUM KOMNOHEHMOM HABUAHHA AHRAIUCLKOI MOBU 011 CNeyianbHux yinell, npakmuyHum ma iHMepakmueHuM 3acooom
0718 3ACMOCYBANHA CIYOEHMAMU MOGHUX HABUHOK Y CUMYAYIAX, HADAUICEHUX 00 PeanbHo20 icumms. Bcmanoeneno, wo
npoyec nio2omoeKy ma nPoGeoeHHs npe3eHmayii CRpUsAE po3GUMKY KPUMUYHO20 MUCIEHHS, ONMUMANbHOI opeaHizayii
uacy ma cCmumMynoe yeazy 00 oemalel, a maxoxe po3susac ainegicmuyni 30ionocmi. Aoxce yi M aKi HA8UUKU 8 NOCOHAHHT
3 PO3GUHYMUMU KOMYHIKAINUSHUMU HAGUYKAMU € HE3AMIHHUMU OJls MAUOYMHIX 10pUCmis, AKI X0uymb OYymu KOHKYpeHmo-
CNPOMOJICHUMU HA PUHKY NPAYIL.

Asmopka docniodcye baeamospanty poib NPe3eHmayii Ha 3aHAMmMAX 3 NPAGHUYOI AH2TINICLKOT MOBU, HA2OLOULYIOYU
Ha iXHIl 30aMHOCMI MOMUBYBAMU YUHIE WIAXOM NOOOLAHHSA PO3PUBY MINHC HABUAHHAM | NPOpeCiuHUM 3aCmOCy8AHHAM.
YV 0ocriooicenni naconowyemocs, wo cmyoenmu, adanmyiouu smicm 075l Ne8HOI ayoumopii ma 8ionogioaiouu Ha 3anu-
mannss, Haby8armMv 00CEI0Y 8 PealbHUX KOMYHIKamusHux cyenapisx. Kpim moeo, y cmammi niokpeciioemscst 6axciu-
gicmb epeKmusHo20 CMpyKMypy6anHs npe3eHmayiil, po3spooKu 6i3yanbHo npusabIusux ciaiioie i OOMpUMAaHHs 6UCOKUX
CMAaHOapmis npe3eHnty8anHsi.

Jlocnioodcenms po32nsioae 3acmocy8ants IHCMPYMEHMI8 CamoOYiHIO8ARHS NIO Yac NIO2OMOBKU Mda HA emani nepesipKu
npesenmayii 05l 00CKOHANEeHHs pedaeKcUugHOl npakmuku y cmyoenmis. L[i incmpymenmu 003601510Mb OYiHUMU 61ACHY

ISSN 2308-4855 (Print), ISSN 2308-4863 (Online) 437



...............................................................................

[Teaarorika

...............................................................................

NPOOYKMUBHICb, POZNIZHAMU CULbHI CIMOPOHU A ACHEKMU, Wo NOmpedyoms nokpawjents. Inecmpymenmu camooyinio-
BAHH51, 30KpemMa ONaHKU CAMOOYIHIOB8AHHS, 8I0IepalOmsb SUPIULATIbHY PONb Y CIPAMYBAHHI CIMYOEHMI8 yepe3 CIpYKmypo-
BAHULL AHATI3 IXHbLOI pOOOMU, CNOHYKAIOYU X 36AXCYBAMU KOHKPEMHI dCeKmu, MaKi K 3MiCm, mexHika npeseHmayii ma
oopmnennsa crnaidis. Bukopucmosytouu yi incmpymenmu, CmyOeHmu po3eusaioms He3aniexCHiCMs i 8i0n08i0anbHicmy y
npoyeci HaguanHs, NOKPAWYIOMb KPUMU4YHe ma aHaiimuyse MUCIeHHsA, d MAKOX#C 30amHiCMb 6CIMAHONI08AMU OOCANHCHI
yini 015t NOCMIHO20 800CKOHANeHHs. TaKkull KOMNIeKCHUU NiOXi0 pO36UBAE IIHEGICMUYHY KOMNEMEeHMHICMb ma npoge-
CIUHI HABUYKU MAUOYMHIX IOPUCTIB, HEOOXIOHI 0151 ePeKMUBHO20 CRIIKYBAHHS MA KAP 'EPHO20 YCNIXY.

Knrouoei cnosa: aneniticoka 0 cneyianbHux yinetl, NPAsHUYA AH2IIICbKA MO8, NPe3eHmMayis, KOMYHIKAMUGHI HA6u-

KU, M AKI HABUYKU.

Introduction. The importance of presentations
in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) lessons is
increasingly recognized as a vital component of lan-
guage education. Presentations not only facilitate
language acquisition but also enhance critical think-
ing, engagement, and communication skills among
learners. This is particularly significant in English for
Specific Purposes (ESP), where students are required
to apply language skills in specialized fields, such as
law. In Legal English, students must not only master
legal terminology but also develop the ability to con-
vey complex legal concepts in a clear, precise, and
persuasive manner to various audiences. Presenta-
tions serve as an ideal medium for this, enabling stu-
dents to synthesize legal knowledge, tailor their mes-
sage to different audiences, and deliver it confidently
in professional settings.

Moreover, presentations provide dual benefits
for Legal English learners: they enhance both
linguistic and professional competencies. On the one
hand, students refine their language skills, such as
vocabulary, grammar, and fluency, within the specific
context of legal discourse. On the other hand, they
develop essential professional skills, such as structured
argumentation, critical thinking, and public speaking.
These skills are crucial not only for academic success
but also for students’ future careers in the legal field,
where clear communication, effective persuasion, and
the ability to mediate complex ideas are indispensable.
Presentations, therefore, not only help in mastering
Legal English but also prepare students for real-world
legal practice.

Literature Review. One of the primary advantages
of using presentations in EFL and ESP lessons is their
ability to improve speaking skills. L. Sirisrimangkorn
(Sirisrimangkorn, 2021: 69) demonstrated how
project-based learning (PBL) involving presentations
significantly enhanced undergraduate learners’
speaking abilities. The research highlighted that
learners not only developed their language skills but
also expressed positive opinions about the integration
of presentations in their learning process. This
aligns with the findings of X. Song et al. (Song et
al., 2024: 402) indicating that PBL activities, which
often include presentations, foster critical thinking
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and various language skills, including vocabulary
acquisition and writing. The authentic tasks associated
with presentations encourage deeper engagement
and practical application of language skills, which
are essential for effective communication in real-
world contexts. Moreover, presentations serve as a
platform for promoting self-regulated learning and
autonomy among ESP learners. L. Niu et al. (Niu
et al, 2022: 1332-1346) emphasized that digital
learning environments, which frequently incorporate
presentation tools, can enhance learners’ digital
competence and self-efficacy. This is further supported
by S. M. Ismail et al. (Ismail et al., 2023), who
found that authentic assessment methods, including
presentations, significantly improved learners’
reading and writing skills while fostering autonomy.
The interactive nature of presentations encourages
students to take ownership of their learning, thereby
enhancing their motivation and engagement in the
language learning process. Additionally, the role
of teacher immediacy and empathy in facilitating
effective presentations cannot be overlooked (Hu,
Wang, 2023). Furthermore, the integration of
technology in presentations has been shown to enhance
learning outcomes. N. Almusharraf and J. Engemann
(Almusharraf, Engemann, 2020: 86) noted that the
use of multimodal digital literacy approaches in EFL
teaching, including presentations, can significantly
impact learners’ engagement and comprehension.
The incorporation of various technological tools not
only makes presentations more interactive but also
caters to diverse learning styles, thereby improving
the overall educational experience. In conclusion,
the integration of presentations in EFL lessons is
essential for enhancing language skills, promoting
critical thinking, and fostering learner autonomy.
The evidence from recent studies underscores the
multifaceted benefits of presentations, highlighting
their role in creating an engaging and supportive
learning environment. As EFL educators continue to
explore innovative teaching methodologies, the use
of presentations will remain a critical component in
developing proficient and confident language learners.

According to S. Dhanapal and J. S. Sabaruddin
(Dhanapal, Sabaruddin, 2019: 79), integrating oral
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presentations in Legal English lessons presents a
number of benefits to language learners as structur-
ing and giving an effective presentation seems to
develop a variety of skills essential in a legal pro-
fession. Firstly, students need to use different com-
munication styles. The ability to build a rapport with
the audience, speaking clearly and concisely, asking
right questions, rephrasing to make sure the audience
understand you, demonstrating positive attitude and
friendliness are also involved. Boosting these skills is
essential for future lawyers to be effective in commu-
nicating with clients. Secondly, while planning and
preparing an oral presentation students practice both
reading and writing skills as well as speaking skills.
In addition, students acting as the audience members
for other students’ presentations can practise active
listening skills, asking questions and commenting.

Another advantage of integrating oral presenta-
tions into Legal English classrooms is that it increases
students’ motivation to learn legal English as they
provide “a more authentic way of practicing English”
(Wilson, Brooks, 2014). When planning a PP presen-
tation students have direct control of the content and
performance, which fosters their critical thinking and
research skills as well as their ability to work inde-
pendently.

Effective communication is a complex skill which
is “about how you say something, why you say it,
when you say it, your body language and what you
don’t say” (Kiinzler, 2022). As communication skills
seem to be crucial soft skills for legal professionals,
their acquisition should become an integral part of
legal training. Lessons of Legal English may become
an invaluable tool to enhance communication skills of
future legal professionals through a variety of activi-
ties which include planning and giving a presenta-
tion. So the purpose of this study is to examine the
potential of presentations as an effective tool for fos-
tering the practical application of Legal English while
simultaneously supporting the development of essen-
tial professional skills for future lawyers, and to pro-
vide recommendations for the use of self-assessment
tools to enhance learning outcomes.

Findings. Incorporating oral presentation as a
communicative tool in the classroom requires a lot of
effort on behalf of the teacher as this activity needs to
be properly scaffolded to be implemented effectively
in ESP courses. Oral presentation as a communicative
activity can be divided into two main stages:
preparing a presentation and delivering a presentation
(Tkachenko, 2014: 231-234). Let us start by outlining
some techniques for scaffolding the first stage.

In the process of preparing a presentation in
ESP lessons, students must first learn to structure
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their presentation effectively and design slides that
enhance audience comprehension. To address these
two issues, students need to answer the following
questions before creating a PowerPoint presentation:
(1) Who is the audience? (The level of the audience,
how much they know about the topic); (2) What are
the goals of the audience? (What the audience expects
from the speaker, what they want to “take away” from
the presentation); (3) What is going to be presented?
(The content of the presentation where only relevant
information should be included); (4) How is the pre-
sentation going to be given? (Equipment, venue and
time of presenting should be taken into consideration)
(Rockland, 2001: 1).

Preparation begins with understanding the audi-
ence. Students should be encouraged to consider the
audience’s level of knowledge about the topic and
anticipate their expectations and key takeaways. By
analysing the goals and interests of their listeners, stu-
dents can craft a presentation that is both relevant and
engaging.

The next step involves determining the content
of the presentation. Students are guided to focus
only on relevant and topic-specific information,
selecting sources critically to ensure accuracy and
depth. Clarity and conciseness are emphasized to
avoid overwhelming the audience. Additionally,
students must consider such issues as the availabil-
ity of equipment, the venue, and time constraints,
as these factors significantly influence the pres-
entation style.

Once the structure and content are established,
students move on to slide design. The primary goal
of slides is to facilitate understanding, not to over-
shadow the speaker’s delivery. Students should be
instructed to use slides judiciously, ensuring each
slide contains only essential information. Consistency
in font size and style, as well as high-contrast colour
combinations, is essential to maintain readability and
professionalism. Overloading slides with too much
text or visual elements is discouraged to ensure that
the audience focuses on the speaker’s message rather
than reading from the screen.

Instructors can use clearly defined evaluation cri-
teria to support students during preparation and as
a basis for assessing their final performance. These
criteria may encompass content, presentation tech-
niques, language use, and slide design. Effective
content requires a coherent structure that includes a
title, the presenter’s name, an agenda, and well-organ-
ized sections, culminating in a strong conclusion that
recaps the main points. Relevance and the use of cred-
ible sources are critical, with an emphasis on applying
critical thinking to select information.



...............................................................................

The delivery of the presentation is equally impor-
tant, focusing on both verbal and non-verbal communi-
cation skills. Students are encouraged to maintain eye
contact, use appropriate gestures, and adopt a confi-
dent and relaxed manner. Clear articulation, variation
in voice tempo and inflection, and strategic pauses are
essential for maintaining the audience’s attention. To
facilitate comprehension, students should use sim-
plified language when necessary, explain technical
terms, or provide a glossary, and employ linkers to
ensure coherence.

Grammatical accuracy and the correct use of spe-
cialized vocabulary are fundamental aspects of lan-
guage assessment. Similarly, the design of slides is
evaluated on their ability to support the presentation’s
message. Slides should be visually balanced, with
concise bullet points, consistent formatting, and a
professional aesthetic that aligns with the presenta-
tion’s purpose.

Finally, incorporating a question-and-answer ses-
sion enhances the overall experience, allowing pre-
senters to demonstrate their ability to engage with
the audience dynamically. To prepare for this, stu-
dents should learn techniques for handling questions,
addressing challenging queries, and managing situa-
tions where they may not know the answer. Audience
members also play a critical role by actively listening,
posing relevant questions, and offering constructive
feedback.

To facilitate self-assessment, a Legal English
instructor can provide students with a detailed
checklist based on the evaluation criteria. This
self-assessment technique helps students reflect on
their performance and identify areas for improve-
ment. Such checklists can be designed as a ques-
tionnaire, prompting students to answer questions
about the content and structure of their presentation,
presentation techniques, language use, and slide
design. Alternatively, they take the form of a list of
statements about the evaluated components, with
students ticking or crossing boxes to indicate their
assessment (table 1).
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By integrating self-assessment checklists, students
not only refine their presentations but also build a
toolkit of skills that are essential for their growth as
independent, reflective learners and professionals.
Students develop such valuable soft skills as analytical
thinking, attention to detail, independence and
accountability, in addition to effective communication,
which are essential for their future legal careers.

Conclusions. Well-developed presentation skills
are crucial for legal professionals to succeed in the
competitive labour market. Integrating presentations
as a communicative activity in Legal English
classroom not only enhances students’ speaking skills
but also fosters a range of soft skills necessary for
effective communication, such as critical thinking,
time management, attention to detail, and the ability
to engage with diverse audiences. These skills
are particularly important in the legal profession,
where clarity, persuasion, and professionalism are
indispensable.

Structuring and delivering oral presentations in
ESP lessons have been shown to significantly boost
students’ motivation to learn English. Presentations
provide a dynamic, interactive platform where
students practice the language in a natural context. By
tailoring content for specific audiences, explaining
complex concepts, and addressing questions, students
learn to navigate real-world communicative scenarios,
bridging the gap between academic learning and
professional application.

Furthermore, preparing and delivering a
presentation is only part of the learning process.
Engaging in follow-up activities such as asking and
answering questions, reflecting on feedback, and
evaluating their own performances with the help of
self-assessment tools offers additional opportunities
for language and skill development. These activities
not only refine students’ language proficiency but also
help them build confidence in handling impromptu
situations, a critical skill for legal professionals.

Ultimately, incorporating presentations into the
ESP curriculum provides a multifaceted approach

Table 1

Sample of a Self-Check List

conclusion and references;

1 My presentation contains all necessary structural elements, such as the title, introduction, plan,

I can speak confidently, using audience-friendly language and correct pronunciation, present the
topic logically with the help of appropriate signposting language;

I can complete my presentation within the set time frame;

and readable.

2

3

4 I use legal terms correctly and try to avoid grammar mistakes;

5 The amount of text on the slides as well as the choice of colours and fonts is audience-friendly
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to learning, combining linguistic precision
with professional skill-building. By integrating
structured preparation, targeted feedback, and
reflective practices, this method equips future
lawyers with the tools they need to communicate
with confidence, think critically, and present
themselves as competent professionals in their field.
Future research could investigate the integration
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of peer-assessment tools into ESP classrooms
to complement self-assessment practices. This
line of research could focus on the design of
effective peer-assessment frameworks, the impact
of peer feedback on students’ presentation and
communication skills, and how peer evaluation
fosters collaborative learning and critical thinking
among students.
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