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THE ANALYSIS OF MANIPULATION TECHNIQUES IN THE INAUGURAL
SPEECH OF THE CURRENT US PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP

The main topic of this study is the analysis of Donald Trump's inaugural address upon his inauguration on January 20,
2025, with a particular focus on examining the rhetorical strategies employed in the speech and assessing their potential
effectiveness. In his speech, Trump makes extensive use of emotionally charged language to evoke feelings of fear and
insecurity in the audience related to issues of national security, economic instability, and societal disintegration. At the
same time, he offers an optimistic vision of the future in which America is restored and powerful. The analysis reveals
how expressive rhetorical devices such as metaphors, repetitions and direct appeals to different groups of voters help
the speaker to find a response with his audience, which is very important in the current tense political situation in the
world, and therefore became the issue of this study. The aim of this article is to identify and analyze the persuasive
techniques used by the president in his inaugural speech to convince different parts and layers of the audience. The speech
is addressed not only to Trump supporters, but also to dissatisfied or undecided voters, which makes it strategically
important for consolidating the electorate. However, the effectiveness of such techniques largely depends on the authority
of the speaker; the socio-political context of 20235, and the characteristics of the media environment. The authors conclude
that Trump's 2025 speech skillfully engages voters by emphasizing fears about security and economy threats, as well as
social disintegration threat. This creates a demand for a strong leader, but may alienate those who do not share these
concerns. The speaker paints an optimistic picture of America s future, using vivid imagery and inspiring national pride.
It's generally attractive, but the lack of concrete plans may make some people skeptical. The speech is addressed to
specific groups, but its well-chosen vocabulary and techniques do not always solve their real problems. The success of
the speech depends not only on the rhetoric, but also on external factors. The speech is likely to provoke polar reactions
and may deepen political divisions. A full assessment requires data on public opinion and the political context of the time.

Key words: Trump rhetoric, inaugural address, persuasive communication, populism, emotional appeals, political
polarization.
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AHAJII3 TEXHIK MAHIITYJIIOBAHHSA B IHABT'YPAIIIMHINA ITIPOMOBI
HUHIIIHBOI'O NIPE3UJAEHTA CIOA JTOHAJIBJIA TPAMITIA

OcHosHOI0O memoI0 0ano20 00CHiOdHceHHA € ananiz inaseypayitinoi npomosu [Jonanvoa Tpamna nicisa tioeo ecmyny
Ha nocady 20 ciuns 2025 poky, npudinaroyu 0cobnugy yeazy GUEUEHHIO PUMOPUYHUX CIPAMe2iil, GUKOPUCIAHUX Y YbOMY
sucmyni, ma oyinyi ix nomenyiuroi epekmusrocmi. ¥ ceoiti npomogi Tpamn akmueHo 3acmocosye eMoyiliHo 3a6apée-
HY JeKCUKY, W00 BUKIUKAMU 68 AYOUmOopii nouymms Cmpaxy ma He3axuujeHocmi, nog'si3ani 3 NUMAanHAMU HAYIOHATbHOT
Oe3nexu, eKOHOMIUHOI HecmabitbHOCMi ma po3nady y cycniibemei. Boonouac 6in npononye onmumicmuune Oauenms
MatibymHb020, 8 AKOMYy Amepura nocmae iOHOBIEHOI0 MA MO2YMHBOIO 0epHcaA8oi0. AHANI3 GUABIACE, K GUPA3HI pUMO-
PUYHI npUtiomu, makxi sk Memagopu, nOmMopu ma npsiMi 36epHeHHst 00 PISHUX ePYn 8ubopyie, 00NOMA2ams Cnikepy
3HAXOO0UmMu 8I02YK y CB0ET ayOumopii, wo 6 NOMOYHIL HANPYIHCEHIT NOTTMUYHIL cumyayii' y ceimi 0ydice 8adxiCIUBO, A MOMY
cmano npodnemor 0anozo docuiodxcenus. Memor yici cmammi € uUsGNeHHA MA AHANI3 NPULIOMIE NEPEeKOHAHHS, WO
BUKOPUCTNOBYIOMBCSL NPE3UOEHMOM Y U020 iHAB2YPAYIUHIT NPOMOGI OJisl NEPEeKOHAHMNS PI3HUX YACIMUH A 8ePCME ayOUmo-
pii. Ilpomoea adpecosana ne nuwe npuxunvrukam Tpamna, a i He3a00601eHUM BUDOPYAM YU MAKUM, AKI HE BUSHAUUIUCA,
wo pobums it cmpameziuHo 6aNicIU00 0/ KoHconioayii enexkmopamy. Ilpome eghpexmusnicmes maxux nputiomie bazamo
6 HOMY 3A1edHCUMb 8i0 ABMOPUMENTY CAMO20 0PAMOPd, COYIANbHO-NONIMUYHO20 Konmexcmy 2025 poxy ma ocobnugocmei
MeOiliHo20 cepedosuya. B pezynomami npogedeno2o 00CiodiceH s asmopu 00X00ms GUCHOBKY, Wo npomosa Tpamna
2025 poky maticmepHo npusabiroe ubOpYis, akyeHmy4u cmpax nepeo 3azpo3amu y cepax besnexu i eKOHOMIKU ma
coyianvhum posnaoom. Lle cmeopioe 3anum Ha cunbHo2o idepa, aie Modlce BIOUMOEXHYmMuY Mux, Xmo He nooiisie 32a0d-
Hux noborosans. Cnikep Manioe onmumicmuyne mMatlOymue Amepuxu, sUKOpucmo8yiouu cKpasi oopasu ma Haouxaroiu
Hayionanvry eopdicme. Lle 3acanom npueabnueo, aie ne Micmums KOHKPEMHUX NAAHIG, WO MOXNCE CRPUYUHUMU CKENCUC
y Oesikux atooeti. Moea adpecosana nesnum epynam, aie it 0obpe nidiopana 1ekcuxa i Rputiomu He 3aeicou GUPIuLYe ixHi
peanvui npobnemu. Yenix eucmyny 3anexcums e auuie 6i0 pumopuxu, a i 6id 306niwnix wunnukie. Mmoeipno, npomosa
BUKIUKAMUMe NONAPHI peakyii ma modice noeaubumu noaimuyHi po3oixcrocmi. [l nogHoi oyinKu HeoOXioHi 0aHi npo
2POMAOCLKY OYMKY Ma RONIMUYHUL KOHMEKCH MO20 Y4Ac).

Kniouogi cnosa: pumopuxa Tpamna, inageypayitina npomosa, NepeKoHIUBa KOMYHIKAYis, NONYizm, eMOYitiHi 3aKIu-
KU, NOAIMUYHA NONAPUZAYIAL.

Problem statement. Effective political communi-
cation depends to a large extent on persuasive rhet-
oric. This study analyzes the rhetorical strategies
used in Donald Trump’s 2025 inaugural address to
determine their potential effectiveness. The analysis
focuses on how the speech uses persuasive techniques
to influence different segments of the American popu-
lation. The relevance of the research topic lies in the
growing importance of understanding how language
is used, often manipulatively, to influence different
audiences in political discourse, especially in the glo-
balized world. The object of the study is the inaugu-
ral speech of the current US President Donald Trump.

Literature analysis. This study analyzes the per-
suasive techniques in 2025 Donald Trump inaugural
address. It uses insights from rhetoric, political sci-
ence, and communication studies, focusing especially
on theories of populist rhetoric.

This literature review focuses on theoretical
frameworks relevant to analyzing the speech’s per-
suasive power.

Classical Rhetorical Theory. Aristotle’s concepts
of ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos
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(logic) will be used to analyze the speech’s persuasive
techniques. We’ll examine Trump’s personal stories
and appeals to shared values (ethos), his use of fear or
inspiration (pathos), and his use of evidence or logical
fallacies (logos) (Aristotle, 2004).

Burke’s book “A Grammar of Motives” helps us
understand the storytelling and “us vs. them” aspects.
Finally, the five classical canons of rhetoric (inven-
tion, arrangement, style, memory, delivery) will pro-
vide a structural analysis of the speech’s overall effec-
tiveness (Burke, 1966).

Populism and persuasive communication.
Researches on populist rhetoric highlight the fre-
quent use of simple, emotionally charged language,
direct appeals to the “people” against the “elite, ” and
the creation of an “us vs. them” narrative. Populism
expert Cas Mudde defines populism as a distinct ide-
ology, differentiating it from other political move-
ments. His research explores the connections between
populism, nationalism, anti-establishment sentiment
and media influence. His book “Populism: A Very
Short Introduction” gives a good overview. Mudde’s
work is important in identifying the key elements of



...............................................................................

Trump’s message and how it differs from other politi-
cal views (Mudde, 2017).

Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe developed
a highly influential post-Marxist approach to pop-
ulism. Their work “Hegemony and Socialist Strategy:
Towards a Radical Democratic Politics” has deeply
influenced populist studies. Laclau and Moufte’s the-
ory will be used to analyze how the speech creates an
“us vs. them” dynamic to mobilize support (Laclau &
Moulfte, 1985).

Margaret Canovan gives a deep understanding of
populism, classifying different types of populist rhet-
oric. In her book “Nationhood and Political Theory,”
she focuses on how populists present themselves as
the true voice of the people. Her work investigates
the connection between populism and political rep-
resentation. Canovan’s approach to populism helps
in evaluating the speech’s relationship to democratic
norms (Canovan, 1998).

Paul Taggart is a prominent scholar who writes
primarily on populism and nationalism. His book
“Concepts in the social sciences” reviews existing
perspectives of populism, while also addressing its
challenges and relationship with democracy. Taggart’s
unifying themes intended to clarify the nature of pop-
ulism across historical and contemporary cases pro-
vides a framework for examining Trump’s approach
(Taggart, 2000).

Jan-Werner Miiller argues that populism is fun-
damentally anti-democratic, rejecting the idea that
it can be beneficial. His book “What is populism”
highlighting populism’s potential to harm democratic
norms, will help us assess the speech's potential neg-
ative consequences (Miiller, 2016).

This literature review shows how theories of
rhetoric and populism provide a solid framework
for analyzing the persuasive techniques in Trump’s
2025 speech. By combining these perspectives, we
can offer a critical analysis of the effectiveness of the
speech.

Statement of the task. The subject of the study is
persuasive techniques, used as manipulative element
of the influencing different audience, in the inaugural
speech of US President Donald Trump. This study
aims to identify and analyze the persuasive techniques
used by president in his inaugural speech to convince
the different audiences. This will be achieved by ful-
filling the following tasks:

* Identify and classify the main methods of per-
suasion used.

» Identify the target audience segments among
the American population.

* Analyze the language of the speech to assess
how it evokes emotional responses.
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» Analyze the speech in its socio-political con-
text.

By completing these tasks, this study seeks to pro-
vide a comprehensive understanding of the rhetorical
strategies employed in the speech and their potential
impact.

Research methods. This analysis focuses on inter-
preting persuasive techniques in Trump’s 2025 inau-
gural address. The methods employed are:

Rhetorical analysis will identify and categorize the
speech’s persuasive techniques (ethos, pathos, logos),
providing examples of emotive language, metaphors,
and other persuasive devices.

Discourse analysis will examine the speech within
its historical, cultural, and political context, analyzing
how the speaker frames issues, constructs identities,
and interacts with various audience groups.

Audience analysis will determine how the speech’s
language and rhetorical techniques target different
groups (core supporters, disaffected voters, undecided
voters) to achieve its overall goals.

Contextual analysis will examine the 2025 socio-
political climate to understand how the speech’s mes-
sage connects with current events and public opinion,
assessing the impact of this context on the communi-
cation strategies.

Research results. This study analyzes the per-
suasive techniques in 2025 Donald Trump inaugural
address, focusing on how he uses ethos (credibility),
pathos (emotion), and logos (logic) to target specific
voter groups. [texamines how word choice, metaphors,
and repetition are used to solidify support, attract
undecided voters, and discredit past administrations.

To avoid text overload of the article we state that
all the quotes for analysis hereinafter are taken from
the official inaugural address on the White House
website, listed in our References list at the end.

Identifying key persuasive techniques

This analysis identifies key persuasive techniques
in the Trump inaugural address, categorizing them
under appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos.

Appeals to Pathos (Emotion). The speech repeat-
edly evokes fear and anxiety regarding the state of the
nation.

o For many years, a radical and corrupt estab-
lishment has extracted power and wealth from our
citizens while the pillars of our society lay broken and
seemingly in complete disrepair.

*  We now have a government that cannot man-
age even a simple crisis at home while, at the same
time, stumbling into a continuing catalogue of cata-
strophic events abroad.

o It fails to protect our magnificent, law-abiding
American citizens but provides sanctuary and protec-
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tion for dangerous criminals, many from prisons and
mental institutions, that have illegally entered our
country from all over the world.

This sets the stage for the speaker presenting them-
selves as the solution.

In contrast to fear, the speech often uses emotion-
ally charged language to inspire hope and national
pride.

» The future is ours, and our golden age has just
begun.

» [ return to the presidency confident and opti-
mistic that we are at the start of a thrilling new era of
national success.

»  We will move with purpose and speed to bring
back hope, prosperity, safety, and peace for citizens of
every race, religion, color, and creed.

The speech skillfully taps into feelings of anger
and resentment towards past administrations and per-
ceived enemies.

* My recent election is a mandate to completely
and totally reverse a horrible betrayal and all of these
many betrayals that have taken place and to give the
people back their faith, their wealth, their democracy,
and, indeed, their freedom.

» The vicious, violent, and unfair weaponiza-
tion of the Justice Department and our government
will end.

*  We have been treated very badly from this fool-
ish gift that should have never been made, and Pana-
ma s promise to us has been broken.

This focuses the audience’s negative emotions on
the previous regime and external forces. The refer-
ence to the assassination attempt is a personal narra-
tive designed to create empathy and a sense of shared
vulnerability. It projects an image of resilience and
strength.

Appeals to Ethos (Credibility and Character).
The speech projects an image of decisive leadership
through repeated “/ will” statements and declarations
of national emergency.

The speaker points to his past eight years and the
challenges he faced, suggesting experience and a deep
understanding of the problems he addresses.

o Qver the past eight years, I have been tested
and challenged more than any president in our 250-
year history, and I've learned a lot along the way.

Despite this, evidence of the speaker’s qualifica-
tions is scarce. By invoking American values (free-
dom, liberty, national greatness), God, and historical
figures, the speech attempts to connect with the audi-
ence and increase the credibility of its proposals.

Appeals to Logos (Logic and Reason). The speech
is full of specific, concrete promises and ambitious
plans.
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o First, I will declare a national emergency at
our southern border.

o Allillegal entry will immediately be halted, and
we will begin the process of returning millions and
millions of criminal aliens back to the places from
which they came.

» To restore competence and effectiveness to our
federal government, my administration will establish
the brand-new Department of Government Effi-
ciency.

While details are sometimes scarce, the mere pres-
entation of such promises seems to imply a logical
pathway to a better future. The speaker makes several
cause-and-effect arguments. For instance, associating
inflation with spending and presenting energy inde-
pendence as the solution. Some of these cause-and-
effect links are questionable and may lack complete
or accurate context.

The speech contains broad claims about election
results and economic data.

*  And very importantly, we had a powerful win in
all seven swing states and the popular vote, we won
by millions of people.

o We have a public health system that does not
deliver in times of disaster, yet more money is spent
on it than any country anywhere in the world.

While some claims might hold up under scrutiny,
others are not evidence-based but rely on rhetoric to
bolster the case.

Other Persuasive Techniques. Repetition and
Parallelism. The frequent repetition of key phrases
“America will,” “we will” and the use of parallel
sentence structures enhance memorability and create
a strong rhetorical rhythm.

*  America will soon be greater, stronger, and
far more exceptional than ever before. America will
be a manufacturing nation once again, and we have
something that no other manufacturing nation will
ever have... America will reclaim its rightful place as
the greatest, most powerful, most respected nation on
earth, inspiring the awe and admiration of the entire
world. America will be respected again and admired
again, including by people of religion, faith, and good-
will. From this day on, the United States of America
will be a free, sovereign, and independent nation.

The choice of words frequently emphasizes neg-
ative connotations, for example: “corrupt establish-
ment,” “disastrous invasion,” “criminal aliens”,
while promoting positive associations, for example:
“golden age,” “liberation”.

» For many years, a radical and corrupt estab-
lishment has extracted power ...

*  And I will send troops to the southern border to
repel the disastrous invasion of our country.
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Analyzing the context of the speech.

To understand the intended audience and persua-
sive goals of Trump speech in 2025, it’s necessary to
analyze the speech within its socio-political context,
intended audience and persuasive goals.

In 2025, economic instability and inflation cause
widespread anxiety and distrust in government. Deep
political divisions fuel misinformation, while debates
over immigration, identity, and culture further divide
the nation. High geopolitical tensions add to concerns
about national security.

This address aims to keep his core supporters
loyal. Show disillusioned voters a better way. Help
undecided voters feel secure by answering their ques-
tions and promising a brighter future.

The speaker is trying to unite a divided country. He
wants to get people to support potentially unpopular
policies on things like immigration, energy, and trade
by showing how the previous government failed. The
speech uses the current situation to make the speaker
seem like the only person who can fix things, hoping
to win over voters with strong emotions and promises
of quick, effective action.

Identifying the intended audience.

Identifying the intended audience in Trump speech
requires considering the speech’s themes and lan-
guage. The speech targets multiple segments of the
American population.

Trump’s core supporters are addressed using
strong nationalistic rhetoric.

*  “I was saved by God to make America great
again.”

*  “During every single day of the Trump admin-
istration, I will, very simply, put America first”.

»  “For American citizens, January 20th, 2025, is
Liberation Day”.

The speech uses slogans like “America First”
to appeal to its most loyal supporters. It promises
to make them feel proud of their country again and
strong. It talks about the things that worry them most,
like immigration, money troubles and threats to Amer-
ican independence. It uses words like “Liberation
Day” and says that the country will be renewed to get
these supporters on its side and make them believe in
Trump’s leadership.

The speech tries to get the support of disaffected
voters, who are unhappy with the government, and
who think the last few presidents were useless.

*  “As we gather today, our government confronts
a crisis of trust”.

By positioning himself as the only solution and
promising to restore the “American Dream,” Trump
aims to appeal to their desire for economic prosperity
and change.
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*  “The American dream will soon be back and
thriving like never before”.

The speech tries to influence undecided voters by
using scare tactics, and a hopeful vision of a strong,
prosperous future under Trump’s leadership.

*  “And I will send troops to the southern border
to repel the disastrous invasion of our country”,

*  “We now have a government that cannot man-
age even a simple crisis at home while, at the same
time, stumbling into a continuing catalogue of cata-
strophic events abroad”.

Mentions of diverse groups “African Ameri-
cans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans” aim to
broaden appeal and avoid alienating voters.

*  “As our victory showed, the entire nation is
rapidly unifying behind our agenda with dramatic
increases in support from virtually every element of
our society: young and old, men and women, African
Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans,
urban, suburban, rural”.

The aim of the speech is to win over black and
Hispanic voters by addressing them directly and men-
tioning Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

 “To the Black and Hispanic communities,
I want to thank you for the tremendous outpouring of
love and trust that you have shown me with your vote.
We set records, and I will not forget it.”

Whether this speech is successful depends on the
political landscape in 2025 and how people react to
Trump's message. He uses different strategies to reach
different groups of voters, starting with his already
loyal supporters. Ultimately, how well the speech
works depends on voters' opinions going into it and
whether they believe what Trump says.

Examining the use of language.

This analysis examines the language used in the
Trump speech to evoke specific emotional responses
from the audience. The language choices are crucial
in understanding the intended persuasive effects.

The speech uses alarming language to create fear
and insecurity. These phrases create a sense of vulner-
ability and danger, emphasizing the need for strong
leadership: “crisis of trust,” “catastrophic events,”
“dangerous criminals” and “disastrous invasion.”

Adjectives like “radical,” “corrupt,” “danger-
ous” and “disastrous” make the negative impact
even stronger.

Further fueling negative emotions, terms such as
“horrible betrayal” and ‘“vicious weaponization”
generate anger and resentment toward past adminis-
trations and perceived enemies. The overall effect is to
create a sense of urgency demanding immediate action.

The speech uses powerful words and phrases to
create excitement and patriotism. Words like “golden
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age,” “thrilling new era” and “liberation day” make
people feel hopeful and proud. They make people
feel like they’re part of a team working towards a
shared goal, which creates a sense of unity and shared
purpose even before any actions are taken. Phrases
“Proud, prosperous, and free,” ‘“greater, stronger,
and far more exceptional” evoke feelings of national
pride and the promise of a brighter future.

“A tide of change is sweeping the country, sunlight
is pouring over the entire world”. This powerful met-
aphor paints a vivid picture of positive change and
renewal, highlighting the speaker’s role in bringing
about progress and enlightenment.

“Liquid gold under our feet”. This metaphor
equates natural resources with national wealth, prom-
ising prosperity through their exploitation. It suggests
easy riches and reinforces a message of economic
recovery and growth.

“The repeated references to strength, power, and
victory”. These words evoke the speaker’s strength
and determination. They project an image of security
and accomplishment, offering a message of relief and
confidence to the audience.

The speech is straightforward and confident,
talking directly to the audience in short, easy-to-un-
derstand sentences. This makes it feel personal and
urgent, yet also authoritative. The simple language
and repetition make the main points memorable and
encourage action. The short sentences keep people
listening. Overall, the speech is carefully designed to
create feelings (fear, patriotism, and pride) that will
get people to support Trump and his plans, even if
some things he says aren’t completely true.

Evaluating the effectiveness of the techniques.

To understand how well Trump's speech worked,
we need to see how different groups of Americans
reacted to it in 2025. This means considering the dif-
ficult economic times, the intense political divisions,
and the ongoing problems both within the country and
internationally.

Trump’s core supporters certainly respond
positively to this speech. The strong nationalist
message “Make America Great Again,” “Amer-
ica First”, focus on their concerns (immigration,
economy, national security), and the use of emo-
tional language and simple ideas would reinforce
their existing beliefs. The repeated use of phrases
like “we will” creates a strong sense of unity and
shared purpose that would appeal greatly to this
group. The speech is clearly designed to resonate
with these supporters.

Whether the speech convinces disaffected voters,
who are unhappy with the government, depends on
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whether they believe the government is truly corrupt
and incompetent. The speech promises to restore the
“American Dream”, which could appeal to those
feeling let down by the system. But, this group also
needs to find the speaker trustworthy and believe the
offered solutions are realistic.

Winning over undecided voters is much harder.
The speech’s use of fear “disastrous invasion”,
might work for some but anger others. The promise
of a better future could attract those wanting stability,
but the lack of specific plans and the divisive nature
of the speech could hurt its chances. While trying to
reach different racial and ethnic groups might broaden
its appeal, whether it works overall will depend on
whether undecided voters trust the speaker and
believe what he says. It's not good when a statement
isn’t completely true, as it can put people off.

After a speech, people usually have strong feel-
ings. Some people might be really supportive, while
others might be angry or doubtful. The speech’s sim-
ple, repetitive style makes its message easy to remem-
ber and spread, likely energizing Trump’s supporters.
However, the long-term effects depend on what hap-
pens next: does the speaker keep the promises? How
does the economy and political situation change?

The speech’s success is uncertain. It might appeal
to Trump supporters, but could backfire with others.
Its emotional, simplistic style and repetition might
increase political division. Inaccurate claims could
hurt the speaker's credibility, and divisive language
could further polarize the country.

The speech’s success depends on many things,
including the political climate of 2025, the media, and
how the public views the speaker.

Prospects for further research development.
We can look forward to further research on Trump’s
2025 inaugural address. This will involve comparing
the speech to similar addresses from other populist
leaders, examining changes in public opinion through
polls and social media, and gathering audience per-
spectives via interviews and focus groups.

Conclusions. Trump’s 2025 speech cleverly uses
language to appeal to lots of voters. The speech high-
lights worries about safety, the economy, and society
falling apart. This makes people want a strong leader,
but could also alienate those who don’t share those
fears. It paints a picture of a better future for America,
using strong words and positive imagery to inspire
national pride. This is broadly appealing but lacks
concrete plans, which might make some people skep-
tical. The speech also tries to connect with specific
groups using certain language. This is a smart strategy
but might not fully address their real concerns.



Mogo3zHaBcTBO. AiTEpaTypO3HABCTBO

..............................................................................................................................................................

It’s a well-crafted speech, but its success depends increase political divisions. A complete understand-
on many things besides just the words. It will likely ing needs more information about public opinion and
cause strong reactions, both good and bad, and could the overall political situation at the time.
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