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A COGNITIVE APPROACH TO THE STRUCTURE OF ENGLISH-LANGUAGE
NEWS TEXTS IN INTERNET DISCOURSE

In today’s world, internet news plays a central role in how people learn about events and form opinions. English-
language news texts found online not only report facts but also shape how those facts are understood and remembered. This
article takes a closer look at the strategies behind that influence — how language, structure, and storytelling techniques work
together to guide readers’ perception. The study focuses on two key aspects: cognitive and narrative parameters. Cognitive
strategies include the use of familiar frames and scripts, emotionally loaded words, metaphors, and sentence structure — all
of which affect how easily the information is processed and how strongly it resonates. Narrative strategies, on the other
hand, involve how stories are told: the order of events, the role of characters, emotional appeals, and the use of direct quotes
or vivid scenes. These elements turn a simple report into a more engaging and memorable story, helping readers connect
emotionally and draw conclusions. The research is based on examples from English-language news websites, blogs, and
social media. It shows that news writers don t just present facts — they build meaning through carefully chosen words and
structures. By understanding how these cognitive and narrative tools work, we can better recognize how news texts influence
public opinion and emotional response. Overall, the article argues for the importance of studying news through the lens of
cognitive narratology — a method that combines how we think and how stories are told. This approach helps reveal what
makes news persuasive, memorable, and impactful, and opens new paths for research in media, communication.

Key words: cognitive parameters, narrative strategies, news text structure, internet discourse, information perception,
English-language news.
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KOTHITUBHHUM NIAXIJ 10 BYJOBU AHIVIOMOBHHMX TEKCTIB HOBUH
BIHTEPHET-JUCKYPCI

Y cyuacnomy ceimi inmepnem-nosunu 8idicparome yeHmpanbHy pois y momy, K 100U i3Haomscs npo nodii ma gop-
MYIOmb 8010 OYMKY. AH2NOMOBHI HOBUHHI MeKCmU, ONYONIKOBAHT 8 Mepedici, He aulue NO8I0oMAAIMb hakmu, a il popmyroms
me, AK Yi pakmu CHpUIIMAOMvbCsa Ma 3anam Amogylomuca. Y cmammi Oemanvuiuie po3enioarmscs cmpameceii, AKi cmo-
AMb 30 YUM BNIUBOM, — SIK MOBA, CIPYKNYpA Ma NPuiiomu onogioi npayioioms pasom, wob cnpsamosy8amu CRpUHAMMmsL
uumaua. Jocniodtcenns 3ocepeodicerne Ha 060X KIOUOBUX ACNEKMAX. KOSHIMUGHUX | Hapamuerux napamempax. Koenimueni
cmpameeii’ 6KIIOYAIOMb BUKOPUCIAKHS 3HAUOMUX Qpetimie | cyeHapiie, eMoyiliHO HACUYeHUX Cli6, Memagop i CUHMAaK-
CUYHUX KOHCMPYKYILL — YCT Yi eleMeHmu 6Niuearoms Ha J1eekicms 06pobxu ingopmayii ma cuny it eMoyiuHo20 GiONYHHSL.
Hapamueni cmpameczii, ceoeto uepeoro, cmocyromucsa cnocodie nodadi icmopiil: nopsaoKy euxaiady nooit, poii nepcoua-
24CI6, EMOYIIHO20 6NAUBY MA BUKOPUCIAHHS NPAMUX Yumam abo sackpasux cyen. Li enemenmu nepemsoproioms 36uyaiine
nOGIOOMIEeH s HA DiNbWl 3aXONAUEY MA 3ANAM SAMOBYEAHY PONOGIOb, O0NOMALAIOH YUMAYE8] eMOYIUHO 3ANYUUIMUC ma
3po6UmU 61aCHi BUCHOBKU. [[0CTIONCEHHA 6A3YEMbCA HA NPUKIAOAX 3 AH2IOMOBHUX HOBUHHUX Calimis, O102i8 i coyianbHux
Mepedic. Bono 0emoncmpye, wo nHogunapi ne npocmo nooaioms Gakmu — 60HU CMEOPIOIOMb 3HAUEHHS! 3A605AKU PEMeNbHO
nidibpanum cnogam i cmpykmypam. Pozyminns moeo, sk npayroroms yi KOCHIMUGHI Ma HAPAMUGHI IHCIMPYMeHM, 00360JI€
Kpawe yceioomMumu, K HOGUHHI MEKCMU GNIUBAIOMb HA 2PDOMAOCLKY OYMKY ma eMoyitine cnputinamms. Y yinomy cmamms
NIOKPECIOE 8ANCTUBICIG GUGHEHHS HOBUH KPI3b NPUSMY KOCHIMUGHOL HApamonozii — nioxooy, o NOEOHYE MEeXaHizMu MUc-
JIeHHs ma cnocodu po3nosioi. Taxuil nioxio donomazae po3Kpumu, wo pooums HOBUHU NePEeKOHUBUMU, NAM SIMHUMU Md
BNIUBOBUMU, T BIOKPUBAE HOBI NEPCNEeKMUU 0151 00CHiONHCeHb y cihepi media ma KomyHiKayii.

Kniouogi cnosa: xoenimusui napamempu, HapamusHi cmpamezii, CmpyKmypy mecmy aueioMOSHUX, iHmepHem-ouc-
KypC, cnputinsimmst ingpopmayii, aneniomosHi HOGUHU.
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Introduction. Internet communication is one of
the valuable sources of information for contemporary
society, playing a great role in the processes of public
opinion formation and the conceptualization of events.
News texts in English distributed via the internet are
of particular significance in this respect. They not only
make readers aware of what is happening in the world
but also form their attitude towards events by imple-
menting a number of cognitive and narrative strategies.

The cognitive analysis of news text enables us to
examine the way information is structured and con-
veyed, and also the way it is received and interpreted
by its readers. Cognitive parameters encompass infor-
mation processing mechanisms, such as attention to
specific words, grammatical structure of sentences, use
of metaphors, and other linguistic devices influencing
the meaning of the text. Narrative parameters are con-
cerned with how things are told within events and sto-
ries, for example, the form of narrative, sequence of
events, use of characters and action, and the way the
text creates a sense of feeling within the reader.

Research into English-language news texts in
internet communication is relevant to reveal how
news texts shape public opinion and information per-
ception. By using cognitive and narrative techniques,
the authors of news texts can present information
successfully and impact its perception. This research
seeks to reveal the principal cognitive and narrative
characteristics of English-language news texts and
their effect on information perception by readers.

Literature Review. First of all, let us consider the
cognitive parameters of English-language news text
writing. Cognitive parameters encompass the means
by which readers receive and process information.
They may involve noticing important words, sentence
organization, use of metaphors, and other linguistic
devices that influence the text's meaning.

Cognitive parameters of English-language news
texts are numerous factors that influence information
perception and processing by readers. They are:

1. Frames and Scripts: Frames are mental struc-
tures that assist in arranging information and assign-
ing meaning to it. They are a group of expectations
and associations, which readers utilize in making
sense of the text. Scripts are a series of actions or
happenings, which readers anticipate in a given sit-
uation. For instance, reporting natural disasters tends
to employ scripts reporting an overview of the occur-
rence, its impact, and the reaction of the authorities.

2. Key Words and Terms: The utilization of key
words and terms is another important cognitive
parameter with an influence on readers' memory
and attention. Key words may either be emotionally
loaded or neutral, with an influence on the news per-
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ception. For instance, the use of words such as "dis-
aster," "tragedy," or "success" can have various emo-
tional responses and influence on the interpretation of
the text.

3. Metaphors and Images: Metaphors are useful
tools for thinking which enable readers to compre-
hend hard ideas by equating them to familiar objects
or events. Use of metaphors may change the percep-
tion of news and give it a new sense. For example, the
metaphor "economic storm" may lead you to associ-
ate a natural disaster with it and indicate the severity
of the economic crisis (Bednarek, M., & Caple, H.,
2014:135).

4. Sentence Structure and Syntax: The structure of
sentences and the syntax influence the perceptibility
and comprehensibility of the text. Simple and short
sentences are more perceivable, whereas complex
sentences take greater cognitive efforts to be under-
stood. The active or passive voice also influences the
perception of actions and events within the text.

5. Emotional Impact: Emotional impact of the text
is a crucial cognitive parameter that influences mem-
ory and interpretation of information. Emotionally
evocative words and phrases can invoke strong emo-
tional feelings and leave a lasting impression in the
readers' memory. For instance, news of tragedies or
heroism can arouse sympathy or admiration.

6. Contextual Factors: Social and cultural varia-
bles also affect cognitive parameters of news texts.
The readers might view information in a different
way based on their social and cultural context. Politi-
cal news, for instance, might be viewed differently in
various nations based on the political background and
situation.

Also, let us investigate the nature of narrative
parameters in the construction of English-language
news texts within internet discourse. Narrative param-
eters relate to how events and stories are presented
within news texts. This encompasses the structure of
the narrative, the sequence of events, the use of char-
acters and their behaviors, and how the text elicits an
emotional reaction from the reader.

For the research of Larysa Bieliekhoval and Olek-
sandra Shapoval narratology «is a branch of literary
studies which investigates the theory of narrative,
unveiling what combination of what is written and
how it is written affects the reader. From this point
of view, we consider it necessary to rely on the meth-
odology of cognitive narratology, which focuses on
thematic, ideological and critical problems» (Bieliek-
hova, L., & Shapoval, O., 2024:50).

Narrative parameters of English-language news texts
are parameters that include all the factors which decide
the telling of stories and events in texts. They are:
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1. Narrative Structure: Narrative structure is the
most important of the narrative parameters. It consists
of the order of events, logical unfolding of the plot,
and structuring of information. The standard news
report structure can comprise a headline, introduc-
tion, body, and conclusion. The headline attracts the
reader's attention, the introduction provides the key
information, the body elaborates on the event details,
and the conclusion recapitulates the main points.

2. Order of Events: The order of events in news
writing influences perception and understanding of
information. Chronological order of events helps
readers to grasp the unfolding of the situation easily.
At times, though, news writers employ the device of
inversion of events for creating a dramatic impact or
highlighting particular elements of the story.

3. Characters and Their Actions: The use of char-
acters in news reports helps readers to identify with
the events and understand their impact. Characters
can be individuals who take part in the events or
abstract entities such as the government or an institu-
tion. Including the actions of characters in the event
makes the event real and emotive.

4. Emotional Appeal: Narrative parameters
include techniques of making an emotional appeal
to the reader. The use of emotionally charged words,
descriptions, and metaphors allows for evoking spe-
cific emotions in readers, such as sympathy, anger,
or admiration. The emotional appeal of the text can
render it more memorable and effective in influencing
public opinion.

5. Point of View: The point of view through which
information is delivered influences the perception of
events. News authors can choose to utilize multiple
points of view, either objective, subjective, or a mix-
ture. An objective point of view delivers information
without the judgments of the writer, whereas a sub-
jective point of view incorporates the writer's own
opinions and judgments. A mixed point of view can
merge the two to provide a more balanced explanation
of the event.

6. Dialogues and Quotes: Dialogues and quotes in
news writing are used to form a more real and vivid
image of the event. Quotes can be utilized to empha-
size key points, offer more information, or establish
an emotional connection. Dialogues can enable read-
ers to comprehend the relationship between charac-
ters and actions taken.

7. Contextualization of Events: Contextualization of
events involves providing additional information that
informs readers about the larger context of the event.
These can be historical, cultural, or social factors that
affect the way the event is viewed. Contextualization
complicates and enriches the picture of the event.
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Analysis of English-Language News Texts. For
the analysis, news articles from different English-lan-
guage sources were chosen. The research revealed
that cognitive and narrative parameters significantly
influence the perception of information.

In order to carry out the analysis of English-lan-
guage news texts, several sources with different facets
of internet discourse were chosen. The study encom-
passes the analysis of textual structural features, men-
tal strategies of texts, and narrative techniques. The
prime focus is given to how these factors influence
the interpretation and perception of information by
the readers:

1. Source Selection: For analysis, news articles
from English-language sources, such as major news
websites, blogs, and social media, were selected. This
allows greater appreciation for the range of cognitive
and narrative strategies used in internet discourse.

2. Structural Elements of News Texts: Structural
elements of news texts analysis entails the analysis
of headlines, introductions, main bodies, and conclu-
sions. Headlines have the tendency to capture readers'
attention and provide important information. Intro-
ductions provide background facts and main infor-
mation about the event, while the main bodies reveal
facts and the development of the incident. Conclu-
sions provide a summary of the main points and addi-
tional information or analysis of the event.

3. Cognitive Strategies: Cognitive strategies
include the use of frames, scripts, key words, meta-
phors, and images. Frames structure information and
give it meaning, while scripts ensure the sequence of
action or event. Key words and phrases direct readers'
attention and memory, while metaphors and images
make complex concepts easier to understand through
comparisons with more familiar objects or occur-
rences.

4. Narrative Strategies: Narrative strategies
include the structuring of the narrative, the event
sequence, the use of characters and their actions, and
the creation of emotional impact. The structuring of
the narrative ensures the coherent development of
the plot, while the event sequence allows readers to
understand the progression of the situation better. The
use of characters and their behavior helps to create a
more vivid and emotional image of the event, and the
emotional impact of the text makes it more memora-
ble and influential on public opinion.

5. Impact on Perception of Information: The study
found that cognitive and narrative parameters signifi-
cantly impact readers' perception of information. Var-
ious cognitive strategies, such as frames and scripts,
make a contribution toward the organization of infor-
mation and its interpretation. Narrative means, such
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as narrative structure and emotional impact, add to a
richer and deeper image of the event.

6. Examples of News Texts: To demonstrate the
analysis, some examples of news texts that showed
the use of cognitive and narrative parameters were
employed. For example, natural disasters in the news
usually utilize scripts made up of a description of the
event, its impact, and the response of the authorities.
Use of emotional words and metaphors is used to cre-
ate a strong emotional impact on readers.

According to the above parameters, let us compare
the structure of English-language news.

The structure of English-language news contains
the same components as Ukrainian-language news
with some differences. To be more specific, the title
may be more compact and specific. The lead may
contain more information on why the event is signif-
icant for the global community. The news body typi-
cally contains more details of the event and its impli-
cations, along with quotations and opinions from
various experts. The body is also divided into pieces
(Demirkol, T., & Erdogan, A., 2024:123):

1. Headline: A brief, yet descriptive heading that
grabs the attention of the reader and provides a hint
of the news.

2. Lead or Introduction: The first paragraph or
several paragraphs containing the most important
information about the event or news report. The lead
should answer the questions who, what, when, where,
why, and how.

3. Body: Here lies the meat of the news, and facts
of the subject or the event are described and disclosed
in detail. The body contains facts, details, quotes, sta-
tistics, expert opinion, etc. The body can be crafted in
a hierarchal manner with the most critical to the least
important information first.

4. Background: This provides additional informa-
tion pertaining to the news or event so that the reader
can unmistakably understand the significance and
background of the event.

5. Quotes: Quotes are used to directly include the
thoughts, statements, or words of individuals asso-
ciated with the event or news report. Quotes include
voices and views of real people, making the news
more alive and real.

6. Conclusion: The last paragraph of the news,
which summarizes the main idea or infers a conclu-
sion. The conclusion may provide further insights,
predictions, or calls for action.
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The introduction to the news tends to explain the
nature of the event that took place and the setting. The
body has a comprehensive explanation of the event that
happened and provides answers to questions like "who?",
"what?", "when?", "where?", "why?", and "how?" (Ism-
iyati, I., & Nurlatifasari, R., 2021). News texts have their
structure characteristics in the English-speaking world.
For example, BBC News, as a well-known global media
corporation, has its own structure and formatting of
texts. Brevity and conciseness are one of the main fea-
tures of BBC news. The news text is a short number
of words, where each word matters and conveys some
sense (Lombardi, D., 2018:57).

Conclusions. Cognitive and narrative analysis
of English-language news texts in internet discourse
revealed essential features that influence the percep-
tion and interpretation of information by readers.
The cognitive approach to the analysis of news texts
showed that framing, scripts, key words, metaphors,
and images are determining features that give the
structuring of information and convey meaning to it.

Narrative devices, such as the narrative framework,
event ordering, use of characters and their actions, and
emotional effect creation, play an important role in
shaping the perception of events. The use of these var-
ious narrative devices enables news authors to convey
information effectively and control its interpretation.

The analysis of English-language news discourse
indicated that cognitive and narrative factors work
together with each other to create a dense and com-
plex representation of the event. The use of cognitive
devices, such as frames and scripts, functions to struc-
ture information and to frame its meaning. The use
of narrative devices, such as narrative structure and
emotional appeal, enables the memorability of the
text and its influence on public opinion.

Further research can help develop effective strat-
egies for making news texts more readable and con-
vincing. Cognitive and narrative parameter research
can also help develop new methods for examining
news texts and their influence on the perception of
information by readers.

Opverall, the cognitive approach to the analysis of Eng-
lish news texts in internet discourse is a useful tool for
understanding how information is framed and conveyed.
Cognitive and narrative dimensions play a key role in
shaping the perception and understanding of information
and are therefore important for research and practical
applications in journalism and communications studies.
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