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CONTINUITY OF EDUCATIONAL POLICY AS A COMPONENT
OF UKRAINIAN STATESHIP (1917-1920)

The article examines the continuity of educational and cultural policy in Ukraine in the period of 1917—-1920
as a key factor in the formation of Ukrainian statehood. The authors examine the educational reforms initiated
by the governments of the Ukrainian People's Republic, the Hetmanate, the Directory, and the Western Ukrainian
People's Republic, which, despite the difficult political situation, contributed to the formation of the national
education system. Special attention is paid to the processes of Ukrainization of the educational process at all
levels - from primary school to higher educational institutions. The creation and development of new Ukrainian
schools, gymnasiums, universities, and institutes, as well as the introduction of curricula and textbooks in the
Ukrainian language, are noted. The article highlights the role of public organizations, teachers and scientists in the
formation of the educational system, in particular the significant contribution of the All-Ukrainian Teachers' Union,
"Prosvita" and leading scientists. The creation of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences as an important center of
scientific activity, which united outstanding scientists and initiated scientific research in various fields, is separately
analyzed. The authors emphasize that the above-mentioned processes contributed not only to the development of
education, but also to the cultural revival of the Ukrainian people, laid the foundation for the further European
integration of Ukraine. Despite the short duration of the existence of Ukrainian state formations during this period,
their educational policy was systemic, consistent and became the foundation for the formation of national identity
and intellectual potential. The article demonstrates that the continuity and purposefulness of educational reforms
are a component of the national statehood of Ukraine.
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BE3NEPEPBHICTh OCBITHBLOI NOJITUKU SIK CKJIAJLOBA YKPAIHCBKOT
JEP)KABHOCTI (1917-1920 POKH)

Y emammi posensioacmucs 6esnepepsnicms ocgimuboi ma Kyivmyproi norimuxu 6 Yxpaini 6 nepioo 1917—-1920 pokis
5K KIOY0BUL YUHHUK CMAHOGIEHHS YKPAIHCbKOT depoicagrocmi. Asmopu 00Caioxicyioms 0Cceimui pehopmu, 3anouamro-
sani ypadamu Ykpaincokoi Hapoownoi Pecnyonixu, ['emvmanamy, /Jupexmopii ma 3axiono-Ykpaincokoi Hapoownoi Pecny-
O21iKU, AKi NONPU CKAAOHY NOLIMUYHY CUMYayito CRPUsIU opmMysantio HayionanrbHoi cucmemu oceimu. Ocodnusa ysaza
NPpUOLIAEMbCA NPOYecam YKpainizayii HaguanbHo20 npoyecy Ha 6CiX PIGHAX — GI0 NOYAMKOBOI WKOIU 00 GUIYUX HABYUATb-
HUX 3aKk1a0is. BiosHauaemvcs cmeopenHs ma po3sumor HOGUX VKPAIHCbKUX WIKIL, 2IMHA3IU, YHIGepCUmemis i iHCmu-
mymie, a Mmakodc NPOBAOINCEHHs HABUAIbHUX NPOSPAM | NOCIOHUKIE YKPAIHCOKOK MOB80I0. Y cmammi uceimiocmo-
€5l poib 2POMAOCLKUX OP2aHi3ayill, nedazoeie i HayKosyie y opmysanHi 0c8ImHbOI cucmemu, 30KpemMa 3HAYHUL 6HECOK
Bceeyxpaincwroi euumenscoroi cninku, «Ilpocsimuy ma npogioHux Haykosux 0isauig. OKpemMo aHanizyemuvcs CmeopeHHs
Vkpaincoxoi akademii’ nayk Ax 8axciugo2o yeHmpy Hayko8oi OisnbHOCMI, Wo 00 €OHANA 8UOAMHUX VUEHUX | 3ano4yam-
Ky68ana HayKogi 00CNIONCeHHA Y PIHUX 2any3sX. A6MOpuU HA20I0WYIOMb, WO GUWE3A3HAYEeH] NPOYecU CRPUAIY He Tuule
PO3BUMKY OCGIMuU, ane Ui KYIbMyPHOMY 8I0POONCEHHIO YKPAIHCLKO20 HApOOY, 3aK1aANU NIO8ANUHU 05 NOOANLUOL €8PO-
neticokol inmeepayii Yepainu. [lonpu kopomxkompusanicmo iCHY8AHHS YKPATHCOKUX QePIUCABHUX YIMBOPEHD Y Yell nepioo,
ix ocsimHs nonimuKka Maia cCucmemMHuil, NOCIIO08HUL Xapakmep i cmana QyHOaMmeHmom 07 POPMYBAHHS HAYIOHATLHOL
idenmuunocmi ma iHmenekmyanipoHo2o nomenyiany. Cmamms 0eMOHCMPYE, Wo be3nepepericmy i YilecnpsaMo8aHICMb

0C8imHIx pedhopm € CKIA008010 HAYIOHANLHOI Oepicagnocmi Yrpainu.
Kniouosi cnosa: Yipaincoxa Ilenmpanvna Paoda, Yxpaincoxa Hapoouwa Pecnyonixa, I'emvmanam, Hupexmopis,
3axiono-Yxkpaincoka Hapoona Pecnybnixa, oceima, suwa oceima, Kyismypd.

Problem statement. Ukrainian statehood has
been under threat since 2014 due to Russia’s armed
aggression. The restoration of statehood in Ukraine
since 1991 has been based on the reform of the edu-
cation sector. Ukrainian science of the 21st century
requires innovative approaches to the European-
ization of all levels of education — from secondary
to higher. Despite the war, Ukrainian educators are
improving the quality and effectiveness of the use of
human resources and scientific potential in all areas
of national state policy towards European integration,
ensuring Ukraine’s competitiveness in world markets.
The modern scientific community is actively integrat-
ing into the European educational space. At the same
time, scientists are of the opinion that the future of
Ukrainian education is impossible without the use
of historical achievements, in particular, during the
active period of building the statehood of the UPR, its
formation and development.

Analysis of recent research and publications.
Studying sources on the development of education
during the Ukrainian People's Republic, we discov-
ered a significant number of historical documents that
reveal the multifaceted development of education.
In particular, the magazine «Free Ukrainian School»
1917-1920 (organ of the All-Ukrainian Teachers'
Union). Ukrainian public figures and teachers with
world names O. Doroshkevych, O. Muzychenko,
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Ya. Chepiga, S. Siropolko, P. Kholodnyi, S. Rusova
and others formulated the principles of a unified gen-
eral education school. The works of scientists, par-
ticipants in revolutionary events — M. Hrushevsky,
D. Doroshenko, N. Polonska-Vasylenko, P. Skoro-
padsky — reveal the secrets of the levers in those tur-
bulent times of the formation of state institutions of
the Ukrainian state. Review of the works of V. Iva-
nys, B. Lonchyna, I. Keyvan, V. Yaniv, A. Zhyvotko,
M. Semchyshyn, O. Subtelnyi gives an understand-
ing of formulated and reasoned, non-ideologized
conclusions about the place and role of liberation
struggles in the history of Ukraine, the cultural and
spiritual revival of the Ukrainian people. The works
of L. Bilan, O. Mykhalyuk (Poltava region), D. Ryb-
chenko (Kyiv region), I. Fedorova (southern Ukraine)
reveal aspects of the formation and development of
institutions of higher and lower agricultural education
in Ukraine at the beginning of the 20th century.

The purpose of the article is to analyze certain
historical facts regarding the features of the intensive
development of education and culture in the Ukrai-
nian People's Republic at all levels from extracurricu-
lar to higher.

Within the framework of the defined goal, it is
necessary to solve scientific tasks: to reveal the basic
principles of the historiography of the problem, its
state at the present stage; to investigate the main pre-
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requisites and determine the features of the develop-
ment of education in the UPR; to analyze the process
of the formation of education in the studied period; to
identify the main debatable issues that require further
research.

Presentation of the main material. The Febru-
ary Revolution of 1917 and the democratic freedoms
proclaimed by the Provisional Government were per-
ceived by the Ukrainian people in the territories of the
former Russian Empire as an opportunity to begin the
struggle for their national liberation. Delegates from
various Ukrainian public organizations and parties
gathered in Kyiv for a meeting on March 20, 1917,
at which the Ukrainian Central Rada (UCR) was
formed. Mykhailo Hrushevsky was elected chairman
of the UCR. The process of struggle for the revival of
the Ukrainian state began. Organizational, economic
and political measures were actively implemented.
The development of national education and culture
in the UPR became a priority area. The urgency was
determined by several factors. First of all, we should
note that since the beginning of the activities of the
Ukrainian Central Rada in 1917, the level of illiter-
acy in Ukraine reached up to 80 percent among the
population of Ukraine. School-age children did not
have equal access to education, so society still had
50 percent illiteracy among this category. On the
other hand, we are faced with the Russification of
Ukrainian culture. After all, this is a consequence
of the Valuev Circular and the Ems Act. Publishing,
theater, music, fine arts, etc. developed quite slowly
(Sydorenko, 2014: 449).

The governments of the Ukrainian People's
Republic and the government of the Ukrainian State
of P. Skoropadsky promoted the development and
actively involved the public in the development of
education in Ukraine at all levels, and also supported
all aspirations for the development of Ukrainian cul-
ture. The goal of the cultural development of Ukraine
was actively considered in the process of public
hearings during the work of the Ukrainian National,
Military, Peasant, Trade Union, Teachers' and other
congresses in the spring and summer of 1917. In the
direction of humanitarian policy, party conferences
and the second session of the Central Rada were held.
Thanks to active public and political activity, a con-
cept of cultural construction in Ukraine was formed in
the process of creative discussions. They focused on
the development of both the education system and its
Ukrainization. Radical changes were made in publish-
ing, library and archival affairs. The system of music,
theater and fine arts was reformed. Ukrainian govern-
ments have never neglected the interests of national
minorities. After all, representatives of all nationali-
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ties of the world have lived in Ukraine at all times,
from the Trypillians to the present day. That is why
the government of the Ukrainian People's Republic
created favorable conditions for the development of
the culture of national minorities.

The democratic intelligentsia was responsible for
the development of state institutions of Ukraine and
the support of the development of its culture at the
state level. In particular, we have a source of Vyn-
nychenko's own memories about the preparation
of the I-IV Universals of the Central Rada and his
negotiations with the Provisional Government and the
Council of People's Commissars (Vynnychenko V.,
1920: 348). Here the author describes in detail the
preparation of the content of the Universals, the
course of constant and complex negotiations with the
Provisional and Soviet governments.

A change in the trajectory of his own activities is
the subordination of M. Hrushevsky's scientific activ-
ities to the work of the parliament. After all, M. Hru-
shevsky worked on the political strategy and tac-
tics of the Ukrainian state (Shchapoval, 1996: 304).
M. Tugan-Baranovsky organized the financial sys-
tem. He wrote a thorough work «Fundamentals of
Political Economy», which was published in 1917.
(Yas, 2004: 35-45). M. Savchenko-Belsky as a mem-
ber of the General Secretariat dealt with issues of land
relations within the framework of the agrarian reform.
1. Steshenko was in charge of reforming public educa-
tion (Boyko, 2008: 57-64). O. Oles as a poet spoke
out in defense of Ukrainianness, wrote articles, poems
0f 1917-1918, aimed at the formation of national self-
awareness. His field of activity was journalism and
the establishment of work in daily newspapers, etc.

In the wide range of urgent political tasks of that
time, the development of education, primarily school
education, occupied a prominent place. The Central
Rada considered its main task in this area to be the
revival of the Ukrainian language and the creation of
a national school. Significant support in this direction
was provided by Ukrainian public organizations — in
particular, «Prosvitay, the School Education Society,
as well as teaching staff. The first Ukrainian schools
were opened mainly at the expense of the community
and with the financial support of the population.

In primary schools, Ukrainization took place rela-
tively smoothly. In contrast, in secondary and higher
educational institutions, the situation was more com-
plicated: Ukrainization encountered resistance from
part of the teaching community and parents of stu-
dents, which negatively affected the language situa-
tion in cities and large settlements of Ukraine.

Therefore, the issue of the revival of the Ukrainian
school became one of the key ones at the two All-
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Ukrainian Teachers' Congresses, which were held in
April and August 1917. The congresses recommended
the Ukrainization of secondary schools both by estab-
lishing new Ukrainian gymnasiums and by gradually
introducing teaching subjects in Ukrainian in existing
Russian-language gymnasiums.

The subjects of the Ukrainian studies cycle —
Ukrainian language, literature, history and geography
of Ukraine — were recognized as normative and man-
datory for study in all secondary schools. To ensure
the rights of national minorities, the congresses also
recommended opening parallel classes with teaching
in the native language of students.

In order to promptly resolve urgent issues related
to improving the content and methods of teaching, the
Second All-Ukrainian Teachers' Congress established
the All-Ukrainian Teachers' Union with branches in
provincial centers. By the end of 1917, it had about
10,000 members. The union played an important role
in the formation of Ukrainian primary and secondary
schools, making a significant contribution to the orga-
nization of the educational process.

The development of a new Ukrainian school set
the General Secretariat of Education and the peda-
gogical community the task of creating curricula and
providing schools with Ukrainian-language, Ukrai-
nian-scientific educational, methodological and artis-
tic literature. To solve this task, a state commission
was created to prepare new textbooks, which at vari-
ous stages included leading scientists and teachers:
Ivan Steshenko, Pavlo Kholodny, Petro Sushitsky,
Mykhailo Hrushevsky, Dmytro Bahaliy, Ivan Ohiy-
enko, Oleksandr Kysil, Borys Biletsky, Sofia Rusova,
Andriy Leshchenko, Ivan Vlasenko and others.

Experienced teachers — specialists in the meth-
odology of teaching school subjects — were also
involved in this large-scale and responsible work.
Through joint efforts, dozens of textbooks and meth-
odological manuals on the Ukrainian language, litera-
ture, history, geography, ethnography, mathematics,
physics, chemistry and other subjects were created.
The design of educational literature was carried out
by well-known artists and graphic designers: Heo-
rhiy Narbut, Antin Sereda, Yuriy Pavlovych, Mykola
Kozyk, Karpo Trokhymenko, Kateryna Antonovych.

The publication of textbooks was handled by lead-
ing Ukrainian publishing houses: Slovo, Krynytsia,
Promin, Siyach, Vernygora. The total circulation of
textbooks and manuals published in 1917 was about
300 thousand copies, and in 1918 — over 2 million.

Evidence of the priority and relevance of education
among the complex of other urgent tasks that faced
the government of the Ukrainian People's Republic
was its intention to urgently reform the education sys-
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tem. Already at the end of 1917, curricula and pro-
grams for labor (general) schools with a 12-year term
of study were developed, which indicated a strategic
vision for building a new educational model.

At the same time, the Ukrainian authorities paid
considerable attention to the elimination of illiteracy
among the adult population and the improvement of
its general cultural level. For this purpose, the Cen-
tral Rada created a special Department of Extracur-
ricular Education within the structure of the General
Secretariat of Education. Similar structures subse-
quently functioned under subsequent governments of
Ukraine. Their task was to organize large-scale mea-
sures to overcome illiteracy, monitor the effectiveness
of relevant programs, and disseminate best practices
in the field of public education.

Within the framework of this activity, a network of
evening schools, educational courses, reading houses
was created. For people who already had a basic edu-
cation, folk universities, educational houses, educa-
tional circles, as well as cultural and educational clubs
with various thematic sections were organized. Such
a comprehensive system of extracurricular education
became an important factor in the process of forming
a conscious, educated and responsible citizen of the
new Ukrainian state.

An important role in establishing the system of
extracurricular education was played by the congress
of delegates of the «Prosvita» societies, which took
place in September 1917 with the participation of
more than 400 representatives not only from different
regions of Ukraine, but also from territories of com-
pact residence of Ukrainians — in particular, the Don,
Voronezh and Kursk provinces, Kuban, Bessarabia.
During the congress, the All-Ukrainian Union «Pros-
vitay was created, which took on the functions of
coordinating activities in the field of extracurricular
education and cultural and educational work.

According to the adopted decisions, education for
children was to begin at the age of eight, be compul-
sory and free. In addition, the congress initiated the
creation of children's interest groups and the develop-
ment of a preschool education system. Such steps laid
the foundation for the formation of continuous educa-
tion and social support for youth and adults.

Over the next four years, about § thousand perma-
nent evening schools and literacy courses were opened
in Ukraine, which covered more than 250 thousand
people — both adults and children not involved in the
formal education system. In parallel, self-education
circles operated at more than 100 folk universities,
clubs, Prosvita societies and libraries, which involved
approximately 2 million illiterate citizens in the edu-
cational process. Cultural and educational events cov-
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ered millions of residents of Ukraine, which indicates
the scale and social significance of this activity.

To provide the new Ukrainian school and the net-
work of extracurricular education with qualified per-
sonnel, Ukraine actively trained teachers. For this pur-
pose, departments of the history of Ukrainian art and
the history of Ukrainian ethnography were opened in
higher educational institutions.

The government of the Ukrainian People's Repub-
lic paid considerable attention to the reorganization
of the entire higher education system. Existing uni-
versities and institutes were gradually Ukrainianized,
and new higher educational institutions of Ukrainian
orientation were also created. As part of the imple-
mentation of this policy, on October 5, 1917, the first
Ukrainian People's University was solemnly opened
in Kyiv, which included three faculties: historical and
philological, physical and mathematical, legal, and
preparatory courses. The total number of students
and course participants at the university at the time of
opening was 1,370 people. Among them were gradu-
ates of secondary and higher schools, folk teachers,
and students of other Kyiv higher educational institu-
tions.

The next step in the creation of a Ukrainian higher
school was the opening of the Pedagogical Academy
in Kyiv on November 7, 1917. Its activities began
with the establishment of pedagogical courses, the
main goal of which was to train teachers for Ukrai-
nian secondary schools, in particular, teachers of sub-
jects of the Ukrainian studies cycle — primarily the
Ukrainian language and literature. The actual stu-
dents of the academy were considered to be persons
with higher education and graduates of pedagogical
institutes; free students — students of the last years of
higher educational institutions, pedagogical institutes
and graduates of teacher seminaries. At the time of
its opening, 50 actual students with higher education
were enrolled in the academy.

An important event in the cultural life of the
Southern region of Ukraine was the establishment
in February 1918 of the Odessa Agricultural Insti-
tute (Fedorova, 2012: 109). For the Central region,
a similar landmark step was the opening of the Sec-
ond Ukrainian People's University in Poltava on
April 21, 1918. The initiative to create these institu-
tions belonged to local public organizations. In partic-
ular, part of the funds for the maintenance of the Sec-
ond People's University were provided by the Poltava
«Prosvitay, the rest was made up of private donations
and fees from students.

These events were preceded by the opening of the
Geographical and Technological Institutes in Kyiv,
the Art and Industrial Institute in Myrhorod, and the
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Higher School of Economics, which trained special-
ists in the fields of banking, trade, and economics.
In newly created and already operating higher edu-
cational institutions, the Ukrainization of the edu-
cational process gradually took place: faculties and
departments of Ukrainian studies were opened, spe-
cialization was introduced, all types of classes — lec-
tures, seminars, colloquiums, debates — were held in
Ukrainian.

Thus, in a short period and in a difficult political
situation, the Central Council, with the active partici-
pation of Ukrainian public organizations, managed to
lay the fundamental foundations for the revival of the
system of primary, secondary, and higher education.
This created the prerequisites for its further develop-
ment by future Ukrainian governments.

The Hetmanate government, which came to power
on April 29, 1918, continued the educational, scien-
tific and cultural policy initiated by the Central Rada.
It resolutely pursued a course towards the Ukrainiza-
tion of spiritual life, in particular in the field of educa-
tion. The first step of the Ministry of Public Education
and Arts in this direction was large-scale work on the
implementation of a single labor school — a project
developed back in the days of the Central Rada.

Particular attention was paid to expanding the net-
work of Ukrainian-language private and state schools
and gymnasiums. If in 1917 there were 39 gymnasi-
ums with Ukrainian as the language of instruction in
Ukraine, then only in the summer of 1918 their num-
ber increased to 54, and such institutions were opened
not only in cities, but also in villages. At the end of the
Hetmanate, the number of Ukrainian-language gym-
nasiums reached about 150. The Minister of Public
Education and Arts of the Ukrainian State, Professor
M. Vasylenko, took a particularly active part in these
reform processes.

The government of P. Skoropadsky also paid con-
siderable attention to reforming the higher education
system. For this purpose, a special commission headed
by Academician V. Vernadsky was created. Thanks to
its activities, as well as financial and organizational
support from the state and the scientific community,
on October 6, 1918, the first State Ukrainian Univer-
sity was opened in Kyiv on the basis of the People's
University. On October 22 of the same year, a second
one was founded — in Kamianets-Podilskyi. Later,
similar universities and institutes began to operate
in Katerynoslav, Yalta and Sumy. Kyiv University of
St. Volodymyr, Kharkiv and Odessa universities were
officially declared Ukrainian.

The urgent need for the revival of industry
actualized the development of higher technical
education. The Hetmanate government allocated
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funds for the opening of the Faculty of Electrical
Engineering at the Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, and
also contributed to the establishment of polytechnic
institutes in Odessa, Mykolaiv, Kherson and a number
of other technical higher educational institutions.

Ukraine's entry into the international arena
actualized the need to train specialists for work in
diplomatic institutions, which became a completely
new task for the state. In response to this challenge, the
Consular and Middle Eastern Institutes were founded
in Kyiv, which trained specialists in international
relations.

In parallel, the creation of higher educational
institutions began to train railway and water transport
engineers, doctors, trade and cultural workers, as well
as military personnel. In total, it was planned to open
about 65 higher educational institutions, of which 35
were implemented in a short time.

During the same period, the State Ukrainian
Archive was established to preserve historical
documents, some of which were planned to be
transported from Moscow and Petrograd. The
Ukrainian National Library, the National Gallery of
Arts, and the Ukrainian Historical Museum were also
founded. These institutions played an important role
not only in the development of historical science and
fine arts, but also in the formation of the scientific and
aesthetic consciousness of Ukrainian society.

The culmination of the educational and scientific
policy of the government of P. Skoropadsky was
the founding of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences
(UAS) on November 24, 1918, the first president
of which was the outstanding scientist-chemist
Volodymyr Vernadsky (1863—1945).

The Hetmanate existed for less than eight months,
but during this short time the government made
a significant contribution to the development of
education, science, and culture, laying the foundations
for the future achievements of Ukrainian statehood in
the humanitarian sphere.

On November 13, 1918, the Western Ukrainian
People's Republic (WUPR) was proclaimed in
Lviv, with Yevhen Petrushevych as its president.
On January 22, 1919, the solemn proclamation of
the Act of Union of the UPR and the WUPR into a
single sovereign state took place on Sophia Square
in Kyiv. Despite its short existence (eight months),
the WUPR managed to implement a number of
important educational and language reforms: the
Ukrainian language received the status of the state
language, became mandatory in schools and state
institutions, while national minorities had the right
to study in their native language. The school system
was reorganized, public schools became state-owned,
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teachers became civil servants, and a number of
gymnasiums and seminaries were nationalized. In
parallel, the UNR Directory, despite its short term of
office, financed the Academy of Sciences, Kamianets-
Podilskyi University, the opening of ten pedagogical
institutes, initiated the creation of new universities,
and continued the policy of Ukrainization of higher
education, which contributed to the development of
scientific research and the formation of the higher
education system in Ukraine.

The efforts of Ukrainian governments in the
direction of developing higher educationin 1917-1920
yielded positive results: the number of institutes and
universities increased from 26 to 60, and the number
of students from 35 to 82 thousand. At the same time,
an active search was carried out for ways and means
to support the proper level of training of specialists.
This indicates that during the years of the liberation
struggle of the Ukrainian people, a purposeful course
was pursued to form a national system of higher
education. Science continued to play an important
role in the spiritual life of society, the centers of which
were the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences (UAS),
universities, institutes and scientific societies.

In 1919, about 1,100 employees worked at
the UAS, among whom were such prominent
scientists as V. Vernadsky, D. Bahaliy, S. Efremov,
A. Krymsky, M. Kashchenko, S. Smal-Stotsky,
M. Petrov, S. Tymoshenko, F. Tarnavsky and others.
The Academy had three main departments: historical
and philological, physical and mathematical, and
socio-economic sciences. There was also a national
library, a number of commissions, research institutes,
museums, a botanical garden, an astronomical
observatory, laboratories, and other institutions that
conducted research in the fields of history, literature,
linguistics, natural sciences, and economics.

The activities of specialized commissions
were fruitful: for example, under the leadership of
S. Yefremov, the literary heritage of 1. Kotlyarevsky,
T. Shevchenko, 1. Franko, V. Antonovych,
M. Dragomanov, and O. Potebnia was prepared for
publication. Thearchaeological commissiondeveloped
a program for the development of archaeology in
Ukraine and compiled a map of monuments, and the
commission for the study of natural resources made
recommendations for their effective use. Scientific
problems were also actively solved by the teaching
staff of higher educational institutions, as well as by
all scientific societies operating in Ukraine without

exception.
Conclusions. During the years of the national
liberation  struggle of 1917-1920, Ukrainian

governments laid the foundations for the creation
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of a national education system, in particular higher
education. Despite political instability, the governments
of the Central Rada, the Hetmanate, the Directory,
and the WUPR consistently implemented a policy of
Ukrainization of the educational space. In a short time,
the network of educational institutions was significantly
expanded. The number of universities and institutes
increased from 26 to 60, and the number of students
from 35 to 82 thousand. The establishment of new
institutions was accompanied by the introduction of
Ukrainian-language education, the opening of faculties
of Ukrainian studies, and the state status of the Ukrainian
language in education and public administration.
Considerable attention was paid not only to higher
education, but also to the development of schooling. The
WUPR and UPR introduced legislative mechanisms for
the development of public schools, support for teachers,

...............................................................................

the creation of curricula and textbooks in the Ukrainian
language, ensuring equal access to education for national
minorities. The creation of the Ukrainian Academy of
Sciences in November 1918 was the culmination of the
scientific and educational policy of the Ukrainian State.
The Academy united the leading scientists of the era and
laid the foundations for scientific research in the fields
of natural sciences, social sciences, and the humanities.
Its activities, as well as the work of universities,
mstitutes and scientific societies, contributed to the
formation of the Ukrainian scientific tradition. Despite
the short period of existence of independent Ukrainian
state formations in 1917-1920, their activities in the
educational and scientific spheres were of a systematic
nature, testifying to a deep awareness of the need to
form an original humanitarian policy and national
intellectual potential.
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